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Introduction:

We have this great ability to take something that could be simple and make it complex.

For example, The Cato Institute reported this month that most Americans benefited from the federal tax cuts of recent years but they struggled with the complexity of filing out tax forms.

I can tell you why:

1. The number of pages of federal tax rules and regulations increased from 40,500 in 1995 to 66,498 in 2006.

2. The number of pages in the IRS guide for Form 1040 increased from 84 in 1995 to 142 in 2005.

3. The number of different tax forms increased from 475 in 2000 to 582 in 2006.

How about the VCR machine in your home? According to a recent survey 8 out 10 Americans own either a VCR or DVD machine. I wonder how many of those people actually know how to work it properly. I will be honest with you- I don’t. It is just too complicated for me. I can not record a program on a VCR machine to save my life. I love technology, but honestly it hasn’t   made my life easier; it has made it more complex.
I believe that the same thing happens in the Christian life. We take the Christian life and we make it much more complicated than it needs to be. But I am so glad that in Proverbs 21 the writer shows us how to refocus our energies to return to the simple ways. 
And so tonight and the next three Wednesday nights we will be looking at Proverbs 21 and we will be particularly interested in how the writer tells us that we can simplify our Christian life.
Tonight we will look at verse 21.
Proverbs 21:21 (NIV) 
21 He who pursues righteousness and love finds life, prosperity and honor. 

Body:

1. We simplify our Christian life by pursing the things of God.
21 He who pursues
A. Pursing the things of God is a lifestyle. It is the way I live day by day. But instead of pursing the things of God as a lifestyle we generally want to use the “as needed” way of relating to God.  When I need God, I try to fine Him. The “as needed” method of searching for God complicates our life. 
B. Why? It is simple to understand. If I am not pursuing the things of God, I am pursing the things of this world. And this world complicates my life. And this world will make it hard for me to pursue God when I really need Him.
James 4:4 (NIV) 
4 You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God. 

C. You want to simplify your life; always be pursing God.

Matthew 6:33 (NIV) 
33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 

2. We simply our Christian life from within not from without.

  21 He who pursues righteousness and love

A. We want to think if we take some things out of our life that will simplify our life. Not true. I have seen people cut back on some things that they use to be doing and yet their life is still as complicated as it was before. 


B. Removing external things without an internal change won’t work. We will eventually replace those external things that we removed with some other external things.

C. What we need to do is to change from within. Pursue righteousness and love. Those are two internal things.

D. We will never make our life simple from without. We can only make our life simple from within.

3. We simplify our Christian life by not allowing ourselves to take spiritual shortcuts.

21 He who pursues righteousness
A. Have you ever tried to take a short cut to get to a destination and ended up lost? And you discovered: if you would have gone the way you know you should have gone you would have gotten there sooner.

B. The word righteousness means a straight line. Jesus is our righteousness. He is our straight line. He is the one who perfectly fulfilled the law. He did not deviate from the Law one dot..
C. You try to take a spiritual shortcut and you just made your life more complicated. What are some spiritual shortcuts? 
1. Skipping church this week because I have been there the past few weeks. 
2. Getting someone else to pray for me rather than praying for myself. 
3. Thinking that if I come to church I get God’s Word so I don’t have to read it myself.
4. Giving my money rather than my time to God.

4. We simplify our life by not giving in to compromise.
21 He who pursues righteousness
A. Compromise complicates life. Probably the greatest example of this is King David. Remember, when His men went to war David chose to stay at the palace. He saw Bathsheba and took her for himself. After that, his life got very complicated. 
B. Why? He compromised what he knew was morally right.

Isaiah 32:17 (NIV) 
17 The fruit of righteousness will be peace; the effect of righteousness will be quietness and confidence forever. 

5. We simplify our life by adding love to righteousness.
21 He who pursues righteousness and love
A. You take righteousness without adding love and you get nasty. What you actually get is self righteousness. You get a Pharisee type of righteousness. You begin to look down on everyone else. You are so much better then everyone else. You can see the faults in everyone else but yourself.
Matthew 7:3 (NIV) 
3 "Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your own eye? 

B. Some churches become like this. They become self righteous. Their philosophy becomes us few and no more. And when a visitor enters the church the visitor can tell it because they can feel the tension.

Conclusion:

Tonight we learned to add two simple things to our life in order to simplify it. They are righteousness and love.  And God tells us the benefits are life, prosperity and honor. Not bad!

Let us pray.
