Problems, Problems, and More Problems

1 Thessalonians 2:14-20
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Introduction:
Right now you either have a problem; you are the problem; or you live with the problem. All of us know problems first hand. I have never had anybody tell me, “Bro. Dave, I don’t know anything about problems tell me about yours so I can image what a problem is like.” Never had that happen; probably never will! If I am real with you today, I got to tell you Bro Dave and Anne have problems.
But I am not going to lose heart about my problems because as I read my passage of Scripture today I discover that the Church at Thessalonica had problems; the Jewish Christian Church at that time had problems and the Apostle Paul, himself, had problems.  And then the Apostle Paul mentions that in the recent past Jesus, Himself, had problems; and the prophets had their share of problems too.

So, let’s read our Scripture today and let us see from the Word of God that everyone has problems. And then secondly let us dig into the passage and see what we can learn about problems that may help us to deal with our own problems.
1 Thessalonians 2:14-20 (NIV) 
14 For you, brothers, became imitators of God's churches in Judea, which are in Christ Jesus: You suffered from your own countrymen the same things those churches suffered from the Jews, 
15 who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets and also drove us out. They displease God and are hostile to all men 
16 in their effort to keep us from speaking to the Gentiles so that they may be saved. In this way they always heap up their sins to the limit. The wrath of God has come upon them at last. 
17 But, brothers, when we were torn away from you for a short time (in person, not in thought), out of our intense longing we made every effort to see you. 
18 For we wanted to come to you--certainly I, Paul, did, again and again--but Satan stopped us. 
19 For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? 
20 Indeed, you are our glory and joy. 

 Body:   
1. There is no evidence that going to church or serving God will remove your problems.

14 For you, brothers, became imitators of God's churches in Judea, which are in Christ Jesus: You suffered from your own countrymen the same things those churches suffered from the Jews, 

A. The church at Jerusalem had its problems; the church at Thessalonica had its problems. And these churches weren’t having problems because they were doing the wrong thing. Paul says that they became imitators of Christ Jesus. They were having problems because they were serving God. You join a church; you just committed yourself to a new set of problem; that church’s problems. We vote you into this church; we just voted in your set of problems into our life.
B. The Apostle Paul, I would say that he was a man who served God with all his heart. But he admits that he had problems; things didn’t go the way he planned. He wanted to get back there to visit them in person but problems arose. And then in another one of his epistles he writes about a thorn in the flesh that he petitioned the Lord to remove but He would not.  Here is a man serving God and he beset with problems of his own.
C. And here is the interesting thing to me. A major problem occurs in my life; and I may not have been faithful to God or His church but now all of a sudden I am “super” Christian because I think if God sees me acting all spiritual, He will remove my problem. Sorry, Charlie, it does not work that way.  The church of Thessalonica was a super church but they had problems. The Apostle Paul was a super Christian but he had problems.

D. What do I learn from this? There is no evidence that going to church or serving God will remove my problems. I know that you are asking yourself then at this point: “Why serve God?”
2. I serve God not because He is a problem remover but because one fine day He is going to remove me.

19 For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? 

A. Don’t get me wrong, no matter how difficult your problem is God can speak it “gone” and it is gone if that is His desire for your life. But, I find more often in my life that God allows my problems to stay to teach me something rather than simply removing my problems.
B. I think that is to teach me that God is not some heavenly liquid paper that is there for the purpose of whiting out my mistakes and problems. And I ought not to be serving Him because I think that is the best way to stay out of problems. I ought not to see God as this problem remover.
C. But I ought to see Him as a “me remover”. One day, He is going to remove me from where I am to where He is and I am going to stand before Him in judgment. And I want to be confident that I served Him and I served His church.  On that day I don’t want to be suffering loss but rather on that day I want to be rejoicing that God is pleased with my service to Him.
D. Are you serving God today because you are going to stand before Him one day? We don’t need any more motivation than that.

3. Some times my problems appear to be caused by other people but I need to see my problems for what they really are.
1 Thessalonians 2:14-16 (NIV) 
14 For you, brothers, became imitators of God's churches in Judea, which are in Christ Jesus: You suffered from your own countrymen the same things those churches suffered from the Jews, 
15 who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets and also drove us out…

A. On the surface it appears that their fellow Jews were causing the problems for the church at Jerusalem. And it appears that their fellow Gentiles were causing the problems for the church at Thessalonica.  Just like it seems that my spouse is the cause of all my problems. Or like your children are going to be the down fall of you yet. Don’t even mention work because there is a whole bunch of wicked people there who seem to enjoy creating problems for everybody there.
B. We have to remember that is on the surface. However, Paul reminds us in Ephesians 6:12 (NIV) that below the surface is a spiritual battle that we are part of and our enemy does not mind using other people to fight his battles.
12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 

C. Remember in Matthew 16 Jesus was telling His disciples about His suffering He will endure at the hands of elders, chief priest and teachers of the Law; His death; and resurrection. It was at that point that Peter took the Lord to the side and began to rebuke Him and tell Him that it will never happen; we are not going to let that happen to you. And Jesus answered: Get behind me Satan. It was Peter talking not Satan but Satan was using Peter to do his dirty work.
D. You know why knowing that is so important to me because it makes it easier for me to pray for those who attempt to hurt me. And God does command us to pray for our enemies. My prayer for them is to ask God to take the scales off their eyes so they may see how the devil is using them.
4. Some problems are simply just a spiritual battle.

1 Thessalonians 2:18 (NIV) 
18 For we wanted to come to you--certainly I, Paul, did, again and again--but Satan stopped us. 

 A. In Paul’s case he doesn’t say that there is anyone person holding him back or any group of people holding him back from returning to Thessalonica. He says that he was just in direct conflict with Satan.

B. But he is not the only one who came in direct conflict with Satan. Remember, Satan petitioned God to sift Job like wheat and God gave Satan permission to test him. It was just Job in conflict with Satan.
C. And what about Jesus being led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tested by Satan. Satan didn’t bring anyone else with him; he just went head to head with the Lord and the Lord was victorious.

D. Some of us downplay that we are in a spiritual battle. We fail to recognize who our real enemy is.  The devil would love for you and me to think that he had nothing to do with our problems.  And it is in that self deception that he ties us all up and renders ineffective in our service to God and our church. 
Conclusion:

Problems are a real part of a real life. They zap us of our strength. They expose our weaknesses. And the most important thing is that they distract us from our purpose. 
Today, are you distracted from your purpose? What’s your purpose? To serve Jesus and His church because one day He will remove us from this place and we will stand in His presence and we must give an account as to how we lived our lives here and now. 
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