	Pondering the Wonderfulness of God’s Salvation
	Part 2



Introduction:
There are a lot of things about the Christian life that I do not fully understand.
The Trinity- Three persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit but yet One God.  I don’t understand. Do I throw out the three persons and accept that there is One God; or do I throw out that there is One God and accept that there are three Gods- a Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  The answer is that I don’t understand the Trinity but the Bible teaches it so I by faith have to accept One God Three Persons.

The Deity of God teaches us that Jesus when He came to earth was All God and All Man. I do not understand. We must be talking about two people because we know that no one person can be two hundred percent of anything.  No, The Bible says that He is only One person. I don’t understand. So do we throw out: He is all God or do we throw out that He is all man? The answer is I accept that Jesus was both- All God and All Man by faith because I don’t understand it.

The third one that we fully don’t understand is salvation and this is the one that gives us the greatest problem because it involves God’s Sovereignty over His creation and our free will in salvation. Let me share again the three points that we made last week to look again at this tension between God as Creator having authority over His creation and man’s free will r responsibility in creation.

1. If God is responsible for His part in salvation and God is responsible for our part in salvation then salvation doesn’t rely on us but that does not mean that we don’t have a responsibility in salvation.
2. The very salvation I possess and the very salvation that you possess did not rely on me or you because we are not capable to respond to the invitation without the aid of the Spirit of God. But that does not mean that we are not responsible for our own salvation.
3. Therefore, salvation is decided by God but that does not mean that everyone will be saved.

So, do I believe predestination only and we really don’t have a say in our salvation. Or do I believe it is free will only- God does not have any say so in who is saved. I don’t understand so which do I get rid of- The Sovereignty of God or man’s free will. The answer is neither. I don’t understand the connection between the Soveignity of God and my free will but I got to accept that both are play a aprt in my salvation.

So tonight we move just a little bit further just three verses further.

Romans 9:19-21 (NIV) 
19 One of you will say to me: "Then why does God still blame us? For who resists his will?" 
20 But who are you, O man, to talk back to God? "Shall what is formed say to him who formed it, 'Why did you make me like this?'" 
21 Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use? 

Body:
1. We would want to say if there is even a hint of predestination in salvation than man cannot control his outcome because how often is  God’s will not accomplished? 
Romans 9:19 (NIV) 
19 One of you will say to me: "Then why does God still blame us? For who resists his will?"
A.  We want to blame God for a person going to hell if there is even a hint of predestination in salvation.  If there is a hint of predestination do I really truly have a free will. The writer says: “who can resist God’s will?” And therefore we scream it is not fair? I have no choice.
B. So what we do is rationalize the tension between the Soverignty of God and the free will of man to make it sound good. Our logic goes like this: every man has a free will and a choice. God is all knowing and so he knows the choice each man will make. So those He knows will make the choice for Him are predestinated for salvation and those who make the choice for rejection are predestinated for an eternity in hell. That logic makes us feel better about the conflict between predestination and free choice but it is not what the Scripture teaches.
C. That logic is saying that God’s actions are made on man’s decision- so man controls God and that is not true in any sense at any time. God makes choices and we are controlled by God’s choices. 
D. Look at verse 21. Romans 9:21 (NIV) 
21 Does not the potter have the right to make out of the same lump of clay some pottery for noble purposes and some for common use? 
E. Who is in charge: the potter or the clay? The answer is the potter. Is the clay ever in charge and does the clay every tell the potter what he is going to do. The answer is: no.
2. So if there is even a hint of predestination how do we make sense of Scripture like God so loved the world? Or God’ wish none should per.
A. For that we need to see how God’s will comes about. The Scripture clearly teaches that God has a command will and a delight and pleasure in will.

B. Lamentations 3:31-33 (NIV) 
31 For men are not cast off by the Lord forever. 
32 Though he brings grief, he will show compassion, so great is his unfailing love. 
33 For he does not willingly bring affliction or grief to the children of men. 

Command will is that God cast off and he brings grief.

Delight or pleasure will is not heHe gets no joy in bringing grief.

C. Ezekiel 18:23-24 (NIV) 
23 Do I take any pleasure in the death of the wicked? declares the Sovereign LORD. Rather, am I not pleased when they turn from their ways and live? 
24 "But if a righteous man turns from his righteousness and commits sin and does the same detestable things the wicked man does, will he live? None of the righteous things he has done will be remembered. Because of the unfaithfulness he is guilty of and because of the sins he has committed, he will die. 

D. Does the delight or pleasure delight in the death of the wicked. No.  The command will if there is wickedness than man must die.

E. Revelation 1:3 (NIV) 
3 Blessed is the one who reads the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near. 
This is the delight or pleasure will.
F. Revelation 22:10-11 (NIV) 
10 Then he told me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near. 
11 Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong; let him who is vile continue to be vile; let him who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy continue to be holy." 
This is his command will.

G. 1 Peter 2:6-8 (NIV) 
6 For in Scripture it says: "See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame." 
7 Now to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, "The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone, 
8 and, "A stone that causes men to stumble and a rock that makes them fall." They stumble because they disobey the message--which is also what they were destined for. 
This is his command will.

2 Peter 3:9 (NIV) 
9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 
This is the pleasure will. 
