	Pondering the Wonderfulness of God’s Salvation
	Part 1



Introduction:
As we left Chapter 8 of Romans God showed us why we don’t have to worry about losing our salvation. God is all powerful; and in His power, He keeps our salvation intact.
But then I think: “Well, I am not as powerful as God is powerful and so I might let salvation slip through the cracks of my fingers. I might get dishearten with being a Christian and fall away or rebel and just walk away from God.” And God shared with us that once you make the decision to follow Me; the keeping of you is no longer in your hands but Mine.

But God knew that he only scratched the surface of the issue of salvation and so He spends Chapter 9 giving you a better insight into the richness of our salvation.

So, let’s begin; let’s tackle the wonderfulness of our salvation. Please stand as we read from God’s Word.

Romans 9:1-18 (NIV) 
1 I speak the truth in Christ--I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit-- 
2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 
3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, 
4 the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption as sons; theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the law, the temple worship and the promises. 
5 Theirs are the patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry of Christ, who is God over all, forever praised! Amen. 
6 It is not as though God's word had failed. For not all who are descended from Israel are Israel. 
7 Nor because they are his descendants are they all Abraham's children. On the contrary, "It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned." 
8 In other words, it is not the natural children who are God's children, but it is the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham's offspring. 
9 For this was how the promise was stated: "At the appointed time I will return, and Sarah will have a son." 
10 Not only that, but Rebekah's children had one and the same father, our father Isaac. 
11 Yet, before the twins were born or had done anything good or bad--in order that God's purpose in election might stand: 
12 not by works but by him who calls--she was told, "The older will serve the younger." 
13 Just as it is written: "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated." 
14 What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! 
15 For he says to Moses, "I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion." 
16 It does not, therefore, depend on man's desire or effort, but on God's mercy. 
17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: "I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth." 
18 Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden. 

Body
1. If God is responsible for His part in salvation and God is responsible for our part in salvation then salvation doesn’t rely on us.
Romans 9:1-4 (NIV) 
1 I speak the truth in Christ--I am not lying, my conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit-- 
2 I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. 
3 For I could wish that I myself were cursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my brothers, those of my own race, 
4 the people of Israel.
A.  We just read eighteen verses of Scripture and the gist of the message is that God is in control of salvation. He chose Isaac and not Ishmael. He chose Jacob and not Esau. To some He chose to show mercy but to Pharaoh He did not.
1 Corinthians 3:4-7 (NIV) 
4 For when one says, "I follow Paul," and another, "I follow Apollos," are you not mere men? 
5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe--as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 
6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 
7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 

B. But that does not mean that we don’t have a responsibility in salvation.
1. Paul is heart broken in Romans 9 that the Israelites are hearing the message but are not turning to Christ.

2. In Romans 10:1 Paul has the desire and follows through with it by bathing it in prayer and he even put feet to it in by giving the Gospel to the Jews in the Book of Acts.

3. What is it? Is God responsible for salvation or I am responsible for salvation? It is both. There is a healthy tension here.
Romans 10:13-15 (NIV) 
13 for, "Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved." 
14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 
15 And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!" 
2. The very salvation I possess and the very salvation that you possess did not rely on me or you because we are not capable to respond to the invitation without the aid of the Spirit of God.
Verses 4-16

1 Corinthians 2:13-14 (NIV) 
13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spiritual truths in spiritual words. 
14 The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually discerned. 
Matthew 19:22-26 (NIV) 
22 When the young man heard this, he went away sad, because he had great wealth. 
23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "I tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom of heaven. 
24 Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 
25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, "Who then can be saved?" 
26 Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible." 

A. But that does not mean that we are not responsible for our own salvation.
Acts 18:5-6 (NIV) 
5 When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to preaching, testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ. 
6 But when the Jews opposed Paul and became abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, "Your blood be on your own heads! I am clear of my responsibility. From now on I will go to the Gentiles."
B. So once again we have this healthy tension. 
3. Therefore, salvation is decided by God.
Romans 9:16-18 (NIV) 
16 It does not, therefore, depend on man's desire or effort, but on God's mercy. 
17 For the Scripture says to Pharaoh: "I raised you up for this very purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth." 
18 Therefore God has mercy on whom he wants to have mercy, and he hardens whom he wants to harden. 
John 6:44 (NIV) 
44 "No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, and I will raise him up at the last day. 
John 6:35-37 (NIV) 
35 Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will never be thirsty. 
36 But as I told you, you have seen me and still you do not believe. 
37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. 

John 10:25-26 (NIV) 
25 Jesus answered, "I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father's name speak for me, 
26 but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 
Acts 13:46-48 (NIV) 
46 Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: "We had to speak the word of God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. 
47 For this is what the Lord has commanded us: "'I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.'" 
48 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed. 

A . But that does not mean that everyone will be saved.
Why does God not save all those people?
Why would you save anyone?
