The Parables of the Kingdom Part3

Luke 7:36-50


Introduction
In the first two sessions we attempted to understand something about this kingdom of heaven. And we made five conclusions based upon the parables we visited.

1. Because we belong to Jesus, we are to be different.

2. This kingdom that Jesus has talked about is unseen; it is in our heart; but don’t think it is not powerful.

3. Battles with the evil one stiil continue today; and we are made aware of his plans.

4. God’s kingdom will remain secret in this age. We are not going to transform the evil in the world.

5. Expect powerful transformations within individual lives.
Now having a little better understanding of His kingdom, let look at one of the unique features of God’s kingdom and that is it offers grace. 
Think about the world we live in. You mess up and the world wants nothing to do with you.  It wants to distance itself from you.  Let me give you an example. You can be a good friend to someone, mess up one time, and that friend wants nothing to do with you. 
God’s kingdom is different. Let’s look at it.

Body

Let’s read  Luke 7:36-50 (NIV) 
36 Now one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with him, so he went to the Pharisee's house and reclined at the table. 
37 When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 
38 and as she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured perfume on them. 
39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is--that she is a sinner." 
40 Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to tell you." "Tell me, teacher," he said. 
41 "Two men owed money to a certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 
42 Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he canceled the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?" 
43 Simon replied, "I suppose the one who had the bigger debt canceled." "You have judged correctly," Jesus said. 
44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 
45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 
46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 
47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven--for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little." 
48 Then Jesus said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." 
49 The other guests began to say among themselves, "Who is this who even forgives sins?" 
50 Jesus said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you; go in peace." 

In Jesus’ day people were very much like people of our day.  There were some who I would call religious. They attended the synagague on a regular basis, observed the requirements of the Sabbath, followed the Jewish food laws, and attended all the festivals.

But just like in our day, there were people who lived outside of this religious world.  They didn’t follow the law because it was too hard. They didn’t go to the synagague because they felt that they were not worthy enough because of the life they lived.  The religious world wanted nothing to do with these people who lived outside the religious world. The Pharisees even gave these people a name- “Jews who make themselves as Gentiles due to their lack of zeal for the law.” 
And it is here with those people who are the outsiders that Jesus chose to give us a parable to tell us about the grace available in His kingdom.

At this time Jesus’ reputation is pretty well known. And so as Jesus and his disciples approached a village, his disciples would go ahead to the village and announce that Jesus is coming through. In Luke 19, Jesus is approaching Jericho, the people come out to greet him and Jesus sees Zacchaeus and choses to have supper with him, a tax collector. A person everyone knows lives on the outside of religious life. And certainly, he was dislikes by both the religious and the outsiders because he was a tax gatherer. Therefore, Jesus saying that he will eat with Zacchaeus would be an act of grace.
But in our story tonight we will see the same grace with a different twist and a teaching parable. Jesus approaches another town and instead of staying and having supper with an outsider this time He choses to eat with one of the religious leaders of the town. He is a Pharisee by the name of Simon. In those days there were common courtesies extended to a guest. First, you greeted him with a kiss. Secondly, you would have the servant bring a bowl of water to wash the guest’s feet and thirdly, you would pour some oil on the forehead to make him feel refreshed.  Simon did none of those things for Jesus. It was a major offense. Simon set Jesus up for social shame telling those who observed that Simon thought Jesus of no value. Simon felt he had no need for Jesus. 
Luke 7:44-47 (NIV) 
44 Then he turned toward the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I came into your house. You did not give me any water for my feet, but she wet my feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair. 
45 You did not give me a kiss, but this woman, from the time I entered, has not stopped kissing my feet. 
46 You did not put oil on my head, but she has poured perfume on my feet. 
47 Therefore, I tell you, her many sins have been forgiven--for she loved much. But he who has been forgiven little loves little." 

Enter this woman, who was known by the people as “a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town”. What a reputation and she does for Jesus the very thing that the host Simon should have done but did not do. She wiped his feet; she kissed his feet, she poured oil on them.
1. What we know is that Simon’s encounter with Jesus did not change Simon; but this woman encountered Jesus in some way and she was transformed even before she went to see him that night. We know that because she brought the alabaster perfume with her.

Luke 7:37 (NIV) 
37 When a woman who had lived a sinful life in that town learned that Jesus was eating at the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster jar of perfume, 

2. We don’t need to wonder what Simon is thinking but he tells us what he is thinking. He is thinking Jesus is no profit because he should have known that the woman who was touching Him lead a sinful life and therefore unclean. We are no told what the other men at the table are thinking but from Jesus’ parable it seems that they were more open to hear what Jesus had to say.
Luke 7:39 (NIV) 
39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is--that she is a sinner." 

3. Make no mistake about it, in His kingdom, Jesus comes to the defense of his children. If Simon would had said something about Jesus only, He probably would have left it alone.  He left it alone when Simon showed no social courtesy. But Jesus could not leave it alone when this woman who was extending gratitude was being critized by Simon.

Luke 7:39-40 (NIV) 
39 When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching him and what kind of woman she is--that she is a sinner." 
40 Jesus answered him, "Simon, I have something to tell you." "Tell me, teacher," he said. 
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