Parables of the Kingdom Part 5

Matthew 21:33-41

Introduction
We made a statement last time- if there is a kingdom then there must be a king. And so we set out to find out something about the king.  And what we discovered is that He is a forgiving king.  But I don’t want to paint that as the only quality of this king because then you don’t have a true picture of who this king is.

And so we explore another parable to see a better well rounded picture of this king.
Turn with me in your Bibles to:

Matthew 21:33-43 (NIV) 
33 "Listen to another parable: There was a landowner who planted a vineyard. He put a wall around it, dug a winepress in it and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard to some farmers and went away on a journey. 
34 When the harvest time approached, he sent his servants to the tenants to collect his fruit. 
35 "The tenants seized his servants; they beat one, killed another, and stoned a third. 
36 Then he sent other servants to them, more than the first time, and the tenants treated them the same way. 
37 Last of all, he sent his son to them. 'They will respect my son,' he said. 
38 "But when the tenants saw the son, they said to each other, 'This is the heir. Come, let's kill him and take his inheritance.' 
39 So they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 
40 "Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?" 
41 "He will bring those wretches to a wretched end," they replied, "and he will rent the vineyard to other tenants, who will give him his share of the crop at harvest time." 


Body:
Jesus tells this parable about this landowner and some farmers to whom he rented his land. In the parable, the landowner does all the work in the beginning. The land is his, and he plants a vineyard. He digs a winepress where the grapes can be trampled and the juice extracted. He builds a watchtower so the crop can be guarded from thieves. Everything is in order for a great crop of grapes. The twist in the parable is that he then rents the vineyard out to a group of tenant farmers and goes away. The tenant farmers are to tend to the crop and the land, and when it is time, give him his share of the harvest. It is a simple plan and everyone wins. The landowner gets what belongs to him, and the tenants are provided for and get what belongs to them. 

But a problem arises when there is a rebellion among the tenant farmers against the landowner. There is no mention that he has treated them unfairly or has wronged them in any way. That is not the issue. The problem is that they get greedy. They no longer want to be the tenants of the vineyard, they want to be the owners. They want it all — all the crop and all the land as well. 
So when the farmer sends his servants to collect his rightful share of the fruit, the farmers mistreat and beat the servants, even killing some of them. This happens several times until the landowner finally sends his son, expecting that they will respect him and give the landowner what he is owed. But the farmers conspire even against the son. They say to each other, “This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him and take his inheritance. The land and the crops and everything else will be ours.” Then they took him outside the vineyard and killed him. 

Let’s look at the parable piece by piece. What Jesus is doing is telling the world’s story and predicting his own death due to the rebellion of God’s creation. God the Father is the landowner. He has made the world and everything in it. He planted all the trees and plants that give us food. He gives the world to us, his tenants. We are renters, not owners. However, we are provided for very well. But the landowner seems to be away. That is to say, God is out of sight. He is still the owner, even though it seems like he is not visibly present. We have been given a good world. The land is fruitful and we are blessed to have been given the privilege of being tenants here. God has been good to us. But a problem has arisen. A rebellion is fomenting among the tenants. We, first of all, want to claim the Master’s land and everything on it as our own, and we want him to stay out of it. We refuse to recognize God’s ownership of the world. And, secondly, we do not want to give to God what rightfully belongs to him. So when God sent the prophets to call the people of the world to recognize God’s ownership and to give him what he is due, we not only became hostile to God, we killed his messengers. As they say, “If you don’t like the message, kill the messenger.” This has happened throughout the history of the world, and is still happening now. In many places of the world today, to preach the good news of Jesus openly is an automatic death sentence. 

But God was serious about having his ownership recognized and acknowledged. In the end, he sent his Son to call the world to acknowledge the kingdom of God and recognize that God is the King of the kingdom. But we hated God and we hated God’s Son. We treated him worse than the prophets who went before him. We took him outside of the gates of Jerusalem and killed him.

 We do not want to be accountable to anyone but ourselves. We don’t want someone telling us what to do and what kind of people we ought to be, even if that Someone is God. As far as we are concerned the world belongs to us. Our lives belong to us. We want to be free. To be free means to be free from God and free from His rules. 

But the Bible says, “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it” (Psalm 24:1).  

One of the interesting things about the parable is that the landowner does not demand everything, he only asks his share. He would have treated the tenants fairly, more than fairly, but they did not want equity, they wanted it all. God has been rejected and his Son has been killed. They have been thrown out. 
And what I want you to knotice in this parable several things. 

First, the patience of the landowner.  They beat one, killed another and stoned a third. This brutal behavior would have received a grasp from the crowd hearing the Parable.  There action showed no logic. 

But the landowner sends a second delegation  of slaves this time more than the first. When the slaves arrived, the farmers did the same to them.

Then the story takes an amazing twist. Two groups have gone and they were killed. The landowner decides to send his son. The landowner as the third strategy sends his son with the idea that they will respect hi s son. The landowner has devised the most fundamental test of basic human decency by sending his own son. We must understand that in the world of Judasim a slave was property but a son was personal. But they kill him also.

Second, don’t miss the forgiveness of the previous parable and the patience of this parable to miss the judgment of the landowner. When the landowner comes  he takes care of business. The judment will be swift, decided and irrevocable. 
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