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Introduction
We saw in our last lesson that Jesus didn’t speak in parables from the beginning of His ministry. Rather, parables began after He was no longer able to speak in the synagogues and after He has been drawn into conflict with the rabbical leaders over His interpretation of the Laws and after He has been accused on performing miracles in the name of Belzebub.  Yet despite this nearly one third of Jesus’ teaching was in parables.
His first parable does not go over well. The disciples come to Jesus and ask Him what are you doing? We got this large group gathered along the seashore but you are speaking in a way they can not understand you and we know this because we don’t understand.   

So what does Jesus do? He gives them another parable. And it builds on the parable that He just gave them. And if you didn’t understand the first what are the chances tat you will understand the second. And that is where we want to start tonight.
Matthew 13:24-30 (NIV) 
24 Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 
25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 
26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 
27 "The owner's servants came to him and said, 'Sir, didn't you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the weeds come from?' 
28 "'An enemy did this,' he replied. "The servants asked him, 'Do you want us to go and pull them up?' 
29 "'No,' he answered, 'because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 
30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.'" 
Body

1.  Jesus tells the Parable of the Weeds to explain that there will be conflict in His kingdom in this present age.  And if you are part of His kingdom you will be involved in these conflicts.             
Matthew 13:24-25 (NIV) 
24 Jesus told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 
25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 

A.  According to Jesus there are three reasons for conflict in His kingdom. First, there is an enemy. Satan is the enemy of God, His Kingdom, His children, and His church. He will stop at nothing to stir up conflict in these areas. 
Matthew 13:25 (NIV) 
25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 

B. Second, there are people who has infiltrated portions of God’s kingdom and claim to be genuine but are not. Jesus said that not every one who said, “Lord, Lord” would enter the kingdom. 
Matthew 13:26 (NIV) 
26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 

C.  Third, these two (the genuine and the counterfeit) cannot be separated until the end of the age. Jesus is telling us this is the way things are going to be until he returns to establish is physical kingdom on this earth. 
Matthew 13:30 (NIV) 
30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.'" 

2. Jesus tells us how to deal with the conflict in the church.
A.  Be alert because the devil will do his dirty work in secret. He will catch us off guard every time.
Matthew 13:25 (NIV) 
25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 

a. We must be aware of what Satan is up to. We can ill afford to fall asleep on the job. That is why the scriptures are filled with admonitions to be alert. Ephesians 6:18 says, “Be alert and always keep on praying for all the saints.” And 1 Peter 5:8 says, “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.”
B. Be patient because as the Christian grows and the weeds grow they will look less and less alike. 
Matthew 13:28-30 (NIV) 
28 "'An enemy did this,' he replied. "The servants asked him, 'Do you want us to go and pull them up?' 
29 "'No,' he answered, 'because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 
30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.'" 

C. Be prepared because there is a judgment day coming.
Matthew 13:28-30 (NIV) 
28 "'An enemy did this,' he replied. "The servants asked him, 'Do you want us to go and pull them up?' 
29 "'No,' he answered, 'because while you are pulling the weeds, you may root up the wheat with them. 
30 Let both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.'" 

a. The Bible says, “Therefore, keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will come” (Matthew 24:42). In other words, we are to be prepared at all times for Christ’s return because He could come at any time. The only guarantee we have from scripture about the timing of the Lord’s return is that it will happen when you aren’t expecting it.
3. If the disciples did not understand the parable of the wheat and tares then most likely those standing along the seashore didn’t understand it either. We know they didn’t because they ask Jesus to explain it to them.
Matthew 13:36 (NIV) 
36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, "Explain to us the parable of the weeds in the field." 
It could be that they hear but did not understand because they had a different idea about what the kingdom would look like.

Isaiah 41:8-12 (NIV) 
8 "But you, O Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, you descendants of Abraham my friend, 
9 I took you from the ends of the earth, from its farthest corners I called you. I said, 'You are my servant'; I have chosen you and have not rejected you. 
10 So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. 
11 "All who rage against you will surely be ashamed and disgraced; those who oppose you will be as nothing and perish. 
12 Though you search for your enemies, you will not find them. Those who wage war against you will be as nothing at all. 

4. When Jesus explains to them the parable, He tells us in his own words that heaven and hell are real places.
Matthew 13:42-43 (NIV) 
42 They will throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear. 

A. It is sonething when Jesus tells us that hell is a real place and people still don’t believe it. Asurvey done in 2003 showed that 93% of the American population believed in heaven but only 54% believe in hell.

Matthew 13:47-50 (NIV) 
47 "Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught all kinds of fish. 
48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. 
49 This is how it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous 
50 and throw them into the fiery furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

5. That net presents there is a time of invitation. Everything is invited into the net. That is the time we are living in now. But there will be a time of separation.  It is called the end of the age.  There are no appeals. It is final.
6. The evil one is the devil not Roman.
Conclusion:

 There will be in the world, in the church house the intermixing of the Christian with the non believer until the end of the age. But in the end God will judge evil and deal with it decisively.

1. As belonging to Jesus we are to be different.

2. The kingdom is unseen it is in our heart but don’t think it is not powerful.
3. Battle with the evil one still continues; we are even aware of his plans.

4. God’s kjngdom will remain secret in this age. We are not going to transform the evil in the world.

5. Expect powerful transactions.
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