The Parables of the Kingdom Part 7

Matthew 22:1-14


Introduction
We have looked at what kind of kingdom this is. We looked at the grace available in the kingdom. We looked at the character of the king. And in our last study we look at the demands of the kingdom on the lives of individual.

Now we want to explore for what purpose was this kingdom established- for what purpose was this kingdom established. We want to find out tonight why this kingdom exists.
Turn with me to Matthew 22:1-14

Mat 22:1-14
(1)  Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying:

(2)  "The kingdom of heaven is like a king who prepared a wedding banquet for his son.
(3)  He sent his servants to those who had been invited to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come.
(4)  "Then he sent some more servants and said, 'Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen and fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.'
(5)  "But they paid no attention and went off—one to his field, another to his business.
(6)  The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them.
(7)  The king was enraged. He sent his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city.
(8)  "Then he said to his servants, 'The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come.
(9)  Go to the street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.'
(10)  So the servants went out into the streets and gathered all the people they could find, both good and bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests.
(11)  "But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes.
(12)  "Friend,' he asked, 'how did you get in here without wedding clothes?' The man was speechless.
(13)  "Then the king told the attendants, 'Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'
(14)  "For many are invited, but few are chosen."
Body
In Jesus day, a wedding was a big thing in the life of the village. The wedding would be announced way in advance so that there would be no possibility of conflict. No amount of money was spared because the wedding was the opportunity to bless the couple and show the honor of the host family.  It was generally assumed that if you were invited that you would go. To say that you would go and not show up would be considered dishonoring the host family.  Thought they followed customs it was still a great party and could last up to a week in length. So as we look at Jesus’ parable we want to ask why would anyone refuse an invitation such as this- especially a king’s wedding for his son.

In our parable, a king invites some people to his son’s wedding and no one shows up. The king get mad and kills the ones who did not come and then goes out and invites some other people.  And it is here that Jesus describes  what the kingdom is like.  The custom back then was that there are two stages to a wedding invitation. First, you would send  your servants out to invite the guests and get them to commit to go.  The guest would prepare their clothes to come and the host begins to prepare the food and drink based upon the number of people who have committed. And once the host got everything set up then he would send out the second invitation for the people to come because everything is now ready.  The twist is that those who have been invited decide to this wedding decide not to attend. This is very odd. This is strange. At the king’s son wedding banquet everyone would be there. There is also a political connation in the parable also. Not to go to the king’s son wedding would be saying that the son should not be the next king. Not attending would be rebellion and the king would be justified in displaying his anger. The king has been humiliated. 
This king is  different than most kings, he send more servants out with another inviation telling the people that the food and ready are ready. Please come. He has given a second gracious offer to the guest. The oxen have been killed and the fattened calf killed. Instead they went off to the field and to their business. These would not be considered good excuses. The rest of the guest seized the send out servants and killed them. In Judaism: the basic principle is that  the send one is as the sender. To kill the servants is to as if you killed the king.. The king’s response is understandable.
The invited guests don’t come and so the king sends his servants to the main intersection of the village ( the place where the roads meet)and invites the people to come. Luke says it is the poor, the blind, the lame and the cripple. Imagine one day homeless and the next day sitting at the king’s royal banquet table. That can happen because of the grace of God. They knew the king had done them a great favor. This is the grace of God. Those who are unworthy are invited to approach the king’s banquet table.
Let look at the context of the parable so we can understand the deeper meaning. We are going to back up to the beginning of Matthew 21. It begins with the triumphant entry of Jesus into Jerusalem and all the people are shouting out Hosanna to the son of David. The people were expecting a warrior king that would set the people free of the Romans.  Jesus fulfilled Zechariah 9:9 would signal that he is that king. Zec 9:9  Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! See, your king comes to you, righteous and having salvation, gentle and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

He then goes to the temple. But instead of starting a revolution against Roman He instead throws out the money changer and the animals in the temple. It is not showing action against Rome but against Israel.  Jeremiah 7 . Jer 7:1-9
(1)  This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD:

(2)  "Stand at the gate of the LORD's house and there proclaim this message: "'Hear the word of the LORD, all you people of Judah who come through these gates to worship the LORD.

(3)  This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says: Reform your ways and your actions, and I will let you live in this place.

(4)  Do not trust in deceptive words and say, "This is the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD!"

(5)  If you really change your ways and your actions and deal with each other justly,

(6)  if you do not oppress the alien, the fatherless or the widow and do not shed innocent blood in this place, and if you do not follow other gods to your own harm,

(7)  then I will let you live in this place, in the land I gave your forefathers for ever and ever.

(8)  But look, you are trusting in deceptive words that are worthless.

(9)  "'Will you steal and murder, commit adultery and perjury, burn incense to Baal and follow other gods you have not known,

 He shows that they too under judgment.

In verse 19 the cursing of the fig tree. It was  a common symbol for Israel in the Old Testament He is symbolizing the  cursing of  Israel. They have not responded the right way to Jesus.  The chief priest and the Pharisees know what Jesus is doing so they ask by what authority do you do these things. Jesus answers in three parables.  The first one the tax collectors and prostitutes are going into heaven ahead of the Jewish leaders. The next parable God is a vintage owner. Israel is not giving the fruit he deserves and so they are going to be judged. 
The king is God who invited the Jewish people to his banquet. But the invited guests  reject his offer because they reject his son.  He is a gracious God and so he invites them again. In fact, they killed the servants.  God sends judgment.  They will be judged. 

He is gracious and seeking people who would respond to them. They would see  the poor, the lame, but there would also see Roman soldiers and Gentiles coming in to trade. This goes against everything the Jews believed. But God is seeking a people who will respond to him in obedience.  

 There are two kinds of fruit that God is seeking.  Those who respond to the king  must change their life. At the banquet there is a man not wearing  wedding clothes.. Historically, a banquet would last 7 days. So even if you are invited unexpectedly you would have time to get your wedding clothes. It is possible in this case that the king might have furnished wedding clothes. The man was speechless. All are invited but does not mean that we can show up in our dirty old clothes. People are to  repent and obey and follow him. God is gracious but does not accept our sinful lifestyle.
The second fruit is found in verse 9. Judaism is not an evangelistic people. Remember what God sent Jonah out to evangelize  Nineveh he went in the opposite direction. He brings an emphasis on missions. Go and invite. Matthew ends with Great Commission.
So the mission of this kingdom is to bear fruit both in my own life and by sharing the Gospel with other.
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