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Introduction:

On December 14th, 1996, the freighter “Bright Field” was heading down the Mississippi River when suddenly the crew lost control of the ship in an area considered my many to be the most dangerous stretch of the river to navigate and as result the 763 foot ship slammed into the Riverwalk Mall in New Orleans injuring 116 during the busy Christmas holiday rush.
And just as the crew lost control of this ship and it slammed into the Riverwalk, you and I can lose control of ourselves and we slam into “something” creating damage also.
In our passage of Scripture today, two of Jesus’ disciples, James and John, who Jesus nicknamed Sons of Thunder, lose control in a difficult situation and Jesus uses this opportunity to teach them something about self control.
Turn with me in your Bible to:

Luke 9:51-56 (NIV) 
51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 
52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into a Samaritan village to get things ready for him; 
53 but the people there did not welcome him, because he was heading for Jerusalem. 
54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, "Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?" 
55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them, 
56 and they went to another village. 

Body:

1.  I am likely to lose my control if I fail to look at the big picture and only see the immediate situation.
Luke 9:51 (NIV) 
51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem. 

A. It was time for Jesus to do what He came to earth to do, that is, die on the Cross for our sins and resurrect from the grave so that you and I can have eternal life. It was time for Him to complete the entire purpose of His ministry. Everything was leading up to this moment in Jerusalem.
B. Jesus was looking at the big picture. James and John, on the other hand, were looking at the immediate situation. They came to a Samaritan village, on the way to Jerusalem; the people didn’t welcome them; so let’s stop and deal with them now. Forget about Jerusalem; let’s deal with these people.
C. The devil loves for you and me to take our eyes off of the big picture and put them on our immediate situation. That way he can get you and me side tracked from doing what we should be doing.

D. The devil loves it when he gets the church fighting internally rather than reaching out to the lost. The devil loves it when he gets a married couple fighting against each other rather than pulling together. The devil loves it when parents fight about how to raise a child and the child ends up raising him or herself.
E. I am in danger of losing my control when I take my eyes off the big picture and put them on my immediate situation.

2. I am likely to lose my control if I allow my arrogance to override my tolerance of others.
Luke 9:1-5 (NIV) 
1 When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, 
2 and he sent them out to preach the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 
3 He told them: "Take nothing for the journey--no staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra tunic. 
4 Whatever house you enter, stay there until you leave that town. 
5 If people do not welcome you, shake the dust off your feet when you leave their town, as a testimony against them." 

A. As Jesus sends his disciples out with power at the beginning of this chapter He tells them if someone does not welcome you shake the dust off your feet when you leave their town. Jesus never mentions anything about calling down fire and brimstone and destroying the village.

B. But when James and John saw that the Samaritan village did not accept them they took it too personal and their arrogance could not let those people get away with that behavior toward them.

C. James and John are thinking to themselves we will show them; they should have welcomed us. This town will remember us long after we are gone.

D. Jesus does not rebuke the town. But Jesus rebukes James and John because they were arrogant. They needed to just wipe the dust off their feet and move on.

E. Arrogance will not only get me out of control; it will keep me out of control because I have to be right. How many times are fights between a husband and wife prolonged because one feels that they have to win the fight? If you have to win the fight the relationship loses. How long does family member go without talking to one another because in their arrogance they are waiting for the other to apologize?
F. Looking at the immediate situation will get you out of control. Arrogance will get you out of control.
3. I am likely to lose my control if I have not learned to damper my demanding spirit with an appreciative spirit. 
Mark 10:35 (NIV) 
35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. "Teacher," they said, "we want you to do for us whatever we ask." 

A. Something is definitely wrong here. Jesus in the Teacher; Jesus is the one in charge. The disciples are to do what Jesus asks of them. But here is James and John telling Jesus that they want Him to do whatever they ask of Him. That is pretty demanding of them.
B. Jesus had an inner circle of disciples- those that were closest to Him. James, John and Peter were in that inner circle. These two disciples were in that inner circle. They weren’t appreciative that they were in that inner circle. They wanted more.

C. Babies are demanding. When they don’t get what they want they get out of control so they can get their demands met.

D. There are people as adults who get out of control to get their demands met. If you are a demanding person today you need to temper it with an appreciative spirit or you will easily given over to losing control.

E. A person is likely to lose their control if:

· Can only see the immediate situation.

· Their arrogance overrides their tolerance of others.

· They have not learned to damper a demanding spirit with an appreciative spirit.

4. A person who loses control is likely to have lost some friends along life’s journey and some opportunities to share Christ.

Mark 10:41 (NIV) 
41 When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. 

A. A person who is out of control generally runs people away from them. James and John have all the disciples mad at them because of their arrogance and demanding spirit. They have separated themselves from the other ten disciples.
B. As Christians we are to be known for our unity, our togetherness. It would be a horrible thing if some unbeliever doesn’t come to know Christ because they have seen you and me out of control.
5. I am likely to lose my control if I have not balanced my passion with focus.

Luke 9:49-50 (NIV) 
49 "Master," said John, "we saw a man driving out demons in your name and we tried to stop him, because he is not one of us." 
50 "Do not stop him," Jesus said, "for whoever is not against you is for you." 

A. James and John had a lot of passion for whatever they did; they just couldn’t stay focused. They got just as passionate about the next thing that happens in their life. John sees someone else casting out demons and John gets passionate that he should not be doing that. What does Jesus do? He attempts to refocus John.

B. There are people who start things all the time because they are passionate about it but never finish because they can not keep their focus.

Conclusion:

Being a person given to losing control does not mean that you have to stay that way. James and John didn’t. Pentecost came into their life. The Holy Spirit came and dwelt within them. The fruit of that Holy Spirit was self control and they yielded to it. And you no longer hear of them as two apostles out of control.
That is good news for you and me today. We may be out of control, a loose cannon, but if we would yield ourselves to God’s Holy Spirit we may experience the fruit of self control. 
Let us pray!
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