Dr. Dave Hartson’s Sermons


Our Response to the Invitations of God
Revelations 22: 2-21

Introduction:

The past seven Wednesdays that I have the opportunity to preach I have been showing you some of the great invitations given to us by God.

In Genesis, we saw the invitation for Noah and his family to come into the ark and receive God’s protection and God offers us that same protection.

In Isaiah, we saw that the world dirties us and that God invites us to be cleansed. And then a little further on in that same book, we saw that man is searching for something and God invites us to find that something (that contentment) in Him.

And then we concluded our Old Testament study by seeing God’s invitation to return back to Him which by its very nature implies that we have moved away from Him.

As we started the New Testament, we saw in Matthew’s Gospel God’s invitation to the children and we talked about how everyone is welcome in God’s kingdom. There are no rejects or throwaways. 

Then in John’s Gospel, we saw once again that mankind is in search of something and Jesus invites people to follow Him to find contentment.

And then finally last week, in the same Gospel Jesus invites us to rest assured about eternity because He will never drive us away and because the Father, Son and Holy Spirit are all on the same page as to desiring that we should spend eternity with them.

Tonight, we conclude our series by looking at our proper response to these great invitations of God and our proper response should be our invitation to God for Him to come now.

Turn with me in your Bibles to:

Revelation 22:20-21 (NIV) 
20 He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God's people. Amen. 

Body
1. Only someone who truly believes God’s promised as real can freely say in their heart “God, come now.”
20 He who testifies to these things says, "Yes, I am coming soon." Amen. Come, Lord Jesus
A. We can give lip service to saying that we want God to come down. As Christians we know that is what we should be able to say. And we may say it with our mouth but we don’t desire it with our heart.

B. Only the ones who say it with their mouth and believe it with their heart are able to truly mean it.

C. See if you don’t truly believe the promises of God, you are going to be apprehensive about what death holds for you. If you don’t believe the promises of God, you would be apprehensive about what the rapture would hold for you if it occurred in your lifetime.
2. Only someone who truly understands the purpose of God can truly appreciate the promises of God and therefore can confidently say “come quickly, Lord Jesus.”
A. I don’t make aimless promises and so if make a promise there must be an underlying purpose behind it.  Let me explain, I make promises to Anne all the time. The reason that I make those promises is that she is my wife and I love her. The foundation of all my promises to Anne is the underlying purpose.
B. I would not walk up to some woman in Wal Mart and make her the same promises that I make to Anne simply because there is no purpose behind those promises. The foundation for a promise is a purpose.

C. If I don’t understand God’s purpose for my life then I will not accept all the promises that God has made to me.

D. And so if a person is hesitant about saying and believing in their heart “Come quickly, Lord Jesus” it may be that you truly don’t understand the purpose of God for you.

3. With every invitation comes a burden and my burden with this invitation is to get out to as many as possible the purpose and promises of God.
21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God's people. Amen. 

A. My burden is this: the last verse in the Bible offers grace not to all people but only to God’s people. The implication is clear if we invite him back and He comes back then judgment falls on those who do not know Christ as their Savior.
B. So, my burden of this invitation is to tell as many as possible of the purpose and promises of God. I know if Jesus would come today some of my family members would not go with me.  I know if Jesus would come back today some of my friends would not go with me.  And that in itself should burden me.

4. With every invitation comes a blessing and my blessing is that I will experience things that I can not even imagine.

21 …Amen

A. So let it be.  John concludes that even though there is a burden let it happen because it is something too great to wait for.

B. I can remember the first time I walked into Disney World and though wow, how great! Well, Disney World can not be mentioned in the same sentence as heaven. There is no comparison. And so the blessing.

Conclusion

Jesus is coming! When, you ask? I don’t know. But I am prepared; are you?
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