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Setting up the Lamps
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By Dr. Dave M. Hartson
I. Introduction

A. There has been slight change in the close of chapter 7. Moses doesn’t comment how they did all the Lord commanded. 
B. He comments they did all the Lord commanded at the end of Chapter 1, 2, 3, 4. In chapters 5, 6 and 7 we don’t notice that comment at the end of these Chapters.

C. In Chapter 7, we notice that when God gets blessings He doesn’t distribute them equally. We also notice the people wanted to give equally to God. And after they gave equally to God, God talked with Moses and not them. So at this point we have to look in and see if some jealousy is setting in among the people.
II.  First Main Point: Seven Lamps
A. Why put this section about the lamps between people’s giving and people’s service. At first glance it appears out of place.
1. Revelation 1:20: 

a) Seven lampstands equal the seven churches of the New Testament.
(1) In the Old Testament God was not with the people. He was found in the Holy of Holies. Moses spoke to God in the Holy of Holies.
(2) In the New Testament He is found in people’s hearts and He checks the motives of their giving and the motives of their service. 

b) The Lampstands also reveal how God directs us.
(1) He just gives us a little light at a time.
Psalms 119:105 (NIV) 
105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path. 

III. Second Main Point

A. The Cleansing and setting apart the Levites
1. Take them from among the Israelites. Sometimes to get clean you have to come out from where you are.

2. To purify themselves: God teaches them that it is outward- cleansing  the body but it is also inward- sin offering to God.

3. Assemble the whole Israelite community-  when you serve God you life is open to all people.

4. The laying on of hands means that the community knows that they are being set apart.

5. The wave offering means God looking a little closer at them. 

B. Work of the Levites
1. They were substitutes because the Levites were obedient to God.  Exodus 13:1-2 the first born were given to God. Exodus 32:27-29 they were obedient and God used them.

2. They were to work from age 25 to age 50. 
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