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I. Background
A. This chapter is the second largest chapter in the Bible behind Psalms 119.

B. We just finished chapter 6 where we looked at a person offering themselves to God for a period of time which we called the Nazirite vow. And this chapter reveals to us that we can not offer ourselves without offering to God what we have- i.e. Rich young ruler- He attempted to offer himself to God without offering his possessions.
II.  Introduction

A. The offering of the leaders of Israel was a free will offering not a compulsory offering. Vs 2
B.   But notice what they offered to God. Their offering was something to make their lives easier. It may tell us how we offer- i.e. Six Carts and twelve oxen. Don’t we sometimes give designating what we are giving to make our life easier? Vs 3
C. It tells us how gracious God is: He accepted their offering. VS 4
D.  Look at what God tells Moses: Give them out as each man’s work requires. VS 5 God does not give out his blessings equally and that bothers us. We want equality- if God blesses you then I want to have God bless me equally. Vs 5

III.  The Distribution of carts and oxen

Gershonites- Numbers 4:25-26 (NIV) 
25 They are to carry the curtains of the tabernacle, the Tent of Meeting, its covering and the outer covering of hides of sea cows, the curtains for the entrance to the Tent of Meeting, 
26 the curtains of the courtyard surrounding the tabernacle and altar, the curtain for the entrance, the ropes and all the equipment used in its service. The Gershonites are to do all that needs to be done with these things. 

A. They get two carts and four oxen.
Merarites Numbers 4:31-32 (NIV) 
31 This is their duty as they perform service at the Tent of Meeting: to carry the frames of the tabernacle, its crossbars, posts and bases, 
32 as well as the posts of the surrounding courtyard with their bases, tent pegs, ropes, all their equipment and everything related to their use. Assign to each man the specific things he is to carry. 

B. They get four carts and eight oxen.

Kohathites Numbers 4:15 (NIV) 
15 "After Aaron and his sons have finished covering the holy furnishings and all the holy articles, and when the camp is ready to move, the Kohathites are to come to do the carrying. But they must not touch the holy things or they will die. The Kohathites are to carry those things that are in the Tent of Meeting. 

C. They got no carts and no oxen.

Principle: If you were one of the Kohathites or the Gershonites, I wonder if you would be angry because someone else gets a blessing and you didn’t; or someone gets a blessing and it is bigger than your blessings. Remember God had a reason why He blessed them the way that He did- according to their burden.
Another Principle: If you apply God’s Word carelessly in your life you can get in big trouble. Remember when David goes and gets the Ark from the Philistines instead of carrying it, He puts it on a cart with oxen. This is where he gets the idea but remember the Kohathites weren’t given any carts or oxen.

IV.  Dedication of the Altar Vs 10

A. We prefer to give equally not sacrificially. Each tribe gives exactly the same gift.
B. 
How you give and how well you receive someone being blessed more than you is an indication of your spirituality.

C. 
After they give the one who is blessed is Moses. He goes into the tent of meeting and talks with God. Vs 89 
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