Not Enough Time to Change

Revelation 22: 10-12


The Introduction
There are times in life in which you may find yourself in situations where you don’t have enough time to change.
You come home from work running a little later than usual and you and your spouse are suppose to be at your friend’s home across town in fifteen minutes for a meal that has been planned for weeks and specially prepared for you. Unfortunately, in a situation like that, you don’t have enough time to change- you got to go like you are. 
You driving down the road and as you near the traffic light it turns from green to yellow. You realize that you are too close to the intersection to stop so you hit the gas and hope to make it through the intersection before the light turns red. You were too far committed to crossing that intersection to change from the gas to the brake.  Actually, you knew you did not have enough time to come to a stop so you put your foot to the metal.
You always thought to yourself that you will wait to become a Christian. You always envisioned in your mind a death bed profession of faith in Christ. You walk into the bank to make a deposit not realizing that it is being held up and suddenly you become a victim of an armed robbery. Sadly you didn’t have enough time to change from non-Christian to Christian.   

Make no mistake about it; life is full of examples where people find themselves in situations each day where they just don’t have enough time to change.

So in does not surprise me that as we approach the end of the Book of Revelation God gives me one final warning that there may be a point in time that I simply will not have enough time to change before I met Him.
Listen closely to His warning.

Revelation 22:10-12 (NIV) 
10 Then he told me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near. 
11 Let him who does wrong continue to do wrong; let him who is vile continue to be vile; let him who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy continue to be holy." 
12 "Behold, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to everyone according to what he has done. 

I think it is dangerous to ignore the warnings of God. Don’t you? And I definitely think that this is a warning. And so today I want us to know if we are ignoring the warnings of God to change before it becomes too late to change.
The Body
1. We are ignoring the warnings of God if we can read His Word to us and nothing changes in our live.
Revelation 22:10

10 Then he told me, "Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, because the time is near. 

A. As a Christian, if you read you Bible and it doesn’t change you then you got a problem. If you hear a sermon preached that places you under conviction while you in the church but nothing sticks after you leave the doors of the church house you got a problem.  If you can sit through a Bible study on any part of the Book of Revelations and not be moved to change your life you got a problem.
B. How can you say that Bro Dave? Because when you come in contact with God’s Word it ought to do its work.  Which is:                        2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV) 
16 All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
17 so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

C. That Scripture doesn’t tell me that in order for a change to occur in your life the preacher has to be an eloquent orator. It doesn’t tell me it has to be Old Testament or New Testament; it just tells me that it has to be God’s Word. It doesn’t tell me that you have to study your Bible or listen to a sermon 10 minutes, 30 minutes or an hour. In fact, Jonah preached just a one word sermon to the people of Nineveh “Repent” and the whole city of Nineveh was placed under conviction and changed.   “All Scripture is God-breathed.” All Scripture has life.
D. What you got to be careful of: “Is the preacher when He stands up in the pulpit preaching God’s Word to you or is he just telling you story after story and making you feel all yummy inside? If He is preaching God’s Word it should burn in your heart. If He is truly preaching God’s Word you are being measured against a holy standard and you don’t measure up.
E. Today, if you hear God’s Word or you read God’s Word and nothing changes within you then you got a problem. You are either not saved or you got a sin problem. Either of those two problems are going to require the same solution: repentance.

2. We are ignoring the warnings of God if we hear of earthquakes day in and day out and yet we keep living without any sense of urgency.
Mark 13:8 (NIV) 
8 Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth pains. 

A. I hold in my hand a nine page report issued by the United States Geological Survey program on earthquakes 2.5 magnitude or greater in the Unites States and adjacent areas and 4.0 or greater in the rest of the world within a seven day period ending August 14th. http://earthquake.usgs.gov/eqcenter/recenteqsww/Quakes/quakes_all.php  

B. I counted them; there were 225 earthquake events in a 168 hour period. That is more than 1 earthquake event per hour worldwide. I would say that should give me a sense of urgency about what I should be doing in my Christian life. After all, it is Jesus who told me that this is one of the signs that the end is approaching.
C. Well, if these are urgent times; you ask: “What should I be doing right now?”
2 Peter 3:9-12 (NIV) 
9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. 
11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 
12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming…  

D. Every time I hear of another earthquake I need to step up to a higher level of holy living.  Isn’t that what this Scripture tells us? “You ought to live holy and godly lives.” How are we going to do that? I want you every time you hear of an earthquake on the news to examine your own life and see if you have to go to God to repent of some sin that has been working on you. 
I want you every time you hear a report of an earthquake on the news to witness your faith to someone by the end of the next day. I want you every time that you hear of an earthquake on the news to stop and pray for your family’s salvation because it is the most urgent thing you have to do. 
E. If you don’t read the signs and get busy doing what you need to do you may not have enough time to get done all you need to get done before He comes.
3. We are ignoring the warnings of God If we look around us and think that people are getting better not worse and so I am not cautious about my relationships. 
2 Timothy 3:1-5 (NIV) 
1 But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days. 
2 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 
3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 
4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God-- 
5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with them. 

A. The Bureau of Justice Statistics reported in 1999 that there is 1 woman involved with the criminal justice system for every 109 adult women in the US population.

The number of new prisoners entering the penal system in the US is growing at a rate of 1,100 new inmates per week according to the Bureau of Justice Statistics’ annual report for mid-2005.  At the present level 1 in every 136 Americans are in the judicial system and if you excluded under age children in the population it would be 1 in every 100 Americans are in the judicial system.  That does not sound like we are getting better over time.
B. Well what about our children. In 1992 in MS the #1 offense of females in youth court was uncontrollable behavior. Isn’t that what the Bible says will be a main characteristic of children-disobedient to children? 
C. What am I to do? I have to be a more careful judge of who I hang around with.  If I hang around with the wrong people too long I may find myself in a situation in which I may not have enough time to change.

D. And besides more often than not they will wear me down; a lot easier than I can build them up.

1 Corinthians 15:33-34 (NIV) 
33 Do not be misled: "Bad company corrupts good character." 
34 Come back to your senses as you ought, and stop sinning;  
E. Some of you today need to look at your relationships and determine for yourself if there is a relationship that you are in today that is bringing you down. God is very clear- you need to move away from it. Do it now you may not have time later to change.
The Conclusion
If God’s warning about the power of His word to change us and yet we do not change; if God’s warning about the events of the last days don’t challenge us to live holy lives; if the condition of the people of this world don’t cause us to be cautious in our relationships; if none of these things are sufficient to move you to action, you need to come to the altar and ask God to open your heart to feel again because if these things don’t move you then you have a cold heart. If has probably been a while since you asked God to forgive you. 
Let us pray!
Dr. Dave M. Hartson
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