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Nicodemus
John 3:1-15
1. Introduction

a. Nicodemus is a Pharisee.  He is part of the leadership of the organized church that wants nothing to do with Jesus. However, this man, Nicodemus, has questions that bothered him about this Jesus and so he plans to meet up with Jesus to get his questions answered.

b. And so this interaction with Jesus and Nicodemus, an unlikely encounter, makes Nicodemus our next most unlikely teacher. 

c. Let’s read the Scripture:

John 3:1-17 (NIV) 
1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. 
2 He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him." 
3 In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again." 
4 "How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!" 
5 Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 
6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 
7 You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.' 
8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit." 
9 "How can this be?" Nicodemus asked. 
10 "You are Israel's teacher," said Jesus, "and do you not understand these things? 
11 I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 
12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 
13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven--the Son of Man. 
14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 
15 that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 

2. Body

i. You may start off searching for Jesus secretly but when you come to know Him you will be public in your testimony of Him.

John 3:1-2 (NIV) 
1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a member of the Jewish ruling council. 
2 He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him." 

John 19:38-40 (NIV) 
38 Later, Joseph of Arimathea asked Pilate for the body of Jesus. Now Joseph was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly because he feared the Jews. With Pilate's permission, he came and took the body away. 
39 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds. 
40 Taking Jesus' body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 

A. Jesus tells us that it is a natural thing for a Christian to talk about what God is doing in their life. In Matthew, He tells us that if we confess Him before men than He will confess you before His Father.

B. I understand that Nicodemus had a lot to lose if Jesus was not the Messiah and Nicodemus was caught talking to Him. He could have been possibly removed from the ruling council.

C. But when Nicodemus discovered that Jesus was the real deal then he became open about his connection to Jesus. Since Jesus’ death was a big deal then the persons that took him and buried Him would also be a big deal. And one of them was Nicodemus. 

D. A church where the people get together and they talk about everything but Jesus then something is badly wrong.

E. Two Christian friends get together and they told about everything but Jesus then I think there is something wrong.

ii. It is not what you know about Jesus that matters; it is what you do with Him in your life that counts.

John 3:2-3 (NIV) 
2 He came to Jesus at night and said, "Rabbi, we know you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the miraculous signs you are doing if God were not with him." 
3 In reply Jesus declared, "I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again."
a. Nicodemus comes to Jesus and says that I know quite a bite about you, Jesus.  I have done my homework and I know the teachings that you teach come from God; and the miracles that you perform come from God. So I know you were sent by God. 
b. But look at what Jesus says back to him. Knowing that does nothing if you are not born again.

c. I like to come to Jesus based on trying to impress him and Jesus comes back to me with the truth.
iii. Nicodemus wants to make salvation something he does; and God says it is something that happens to you.
John 3:4-8 (NIV) 
4 "How can a man be born when he is old?" Nicodemus asked. "Surely he cannot enter a second time into his mother's womb to be born!" 
5 Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 
6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 
7 You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.' 
8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit." 

a. Birth is a passive act. The child doesn’t play a big part in it. It is the mother that plays the big part. She does the work of birth not the child.

b. But look at Nicodemus statement. He wanted to turn it around and make it an active statement. That he had to do something.

c. And Jesus says you are not the active player in this new birth- it is the Spirit of God.
iv. Jesus reminds us that we only see partially in this life.  We have to accept what He says by faith because we only see partially.
John 3:10-15 (NIV) 
10 "You are Israel's teacher," said Jesus, "and do you not understand these things? 
11 I tell you the truth, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 
12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 
13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven--the Son of Man. 
14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 
15 that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 

a. Jesus says Nicodemus you are one of the great leaders of Israel and you do not understand. 

b. If we see partially and we can not understand truths explained in earthly terms how are to understand if Jesus explains them to us in heavenly terms. Especially given that he already told  us we see partially.
1 Corinthians 13:12 (NIV) 
12 Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 

v. And for Nicodemus and others it comes down to a matter of faith.
John 3:15 (NIV) 
15 that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. 
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