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1. RECAP: Israel has hit the low point in its history to date. They have rebelliously rejected God’s offer to enter the Promised Land. Ten of the twelve spies died by the plague for bringing back a bad report of the land. God has sentenced them to wander 40 years in the wilderness- 1 year for each day that they were spying out the Promised Land. It would mean that this generation would perish in the wilderness and a new generation would enter the Promised Land.
2. Verse 2- God shares with Israel that He still cares for them. The commands of verses 2-21 are to be fulfilled when they enter the Promised Land some 40 years from now. Why tell them about something they are not going to have to do until 40 years from now. It was God way of telling that He was not leaving them; that He would lead them into the Promised Land.
3. Basically the new offerings included the blood sacrifices that He taught the people in Leviticus but now with every blood offering there is a thanksgiving offering. And it is because I need to learn to thank God even when I am hurting from my failure and I am experiencing the loving correction of God.

4. The New Testament equivalent is:

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 (NIV) 
16 Be joyful always; 
17 pray continually; 
18 give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus. 
5. And then in Verse 18 He repeats the same thing “when you come into the land which I bring you” its purpose is to set your mind on the Promised Land even though you are a long way from it. The New Testament equivalent is: Ephesians 2:6 (NIV) 
6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 

6. Verse 22 Many think if an action is unintentional it can not be sin. Intention does not matter when the result is sin. And interestingly it can be a congregation sin or an individual sin. A bull had to be sacrificed if it was congregational and a female goat if it was an individual.
7. Verse 30 deals with presumptuous sin. It talks about flagrant rebellion against God he should be put to death.
8. Verse 32 This example is probably dealing with a presumptuous sin. The man knew the law about the Sabbath, and this man obviously thought himself a social reformer trying to free Israel from the shackles of God’s law. God commanded the execution of the sinner. God’s laws are more important than an individual’s right to attack God’s laws.
9. Verse 37. The tassels were to remind Israel to Whom they belong; they were God’s people. Today, our reminder is the Holy Spirit.

10. Possibly the blue thread was commanded because the ark was covered with a blue cloth, blue curtains adorned the Tabernacle and blue was in the priest’s garments. 
Matthew 23:5 (NIV) 
5 "Everything they do is done for men to see: They make their phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long; 

11. In New Testament Jesus is angry how they abused the simple provision that He gave them to remember God.
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