Ten Decisions Every Christian Must Make for Themselves

I must decide My Level of Commitment             Various Verses


The Introduction

Tonight, we begin a new series I have called “ten decisions every Christian must make for themselves.”

As I look at life, it is filled with big decisions I need to make. Where will I live? Who I will marry? What will be my life’s vocation?

I also believe that the Christian life is full of big decisions that I must make. And so over the next several months I will try to bring to your attention those big decisions each one of us has to make and then you must decide for yourself where do you fit.

Tonight we look at our first decision that I have to make. I must decide what level of commitment I will make to the Lord. So let’s get started. 

The Body

1. God desires a commitment of me of no less than total commitment.

Romans 12:1 (NIV) 
1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. 

A. God sets the bar high. He says that we are to be living sacrifices- that speaks of total commitment. He tells me that I am to love Him with all my heart, soul and mind- that’s total commitment. He tells me that if I want to follow Him that I must pick up my cross and carry it- that’s total commitment. He tells me that His desire is to strengthen hearts totally committed to Him.
B. I can not find anywhere in the Scriptures where Jesus tells me that a commitment of less than total commitment is acceptable to Him.  
C. So if you picture life as this big linear scale, Jesus is saying to us that we must be the furthest point to the right- total commitment. 

2. Level One: I am committed to doing what I want- not what God wants. 
Jonah 1:1-3 (NIV) 
1 The word of the LORD came to Jonah son of Amittai: 
2 "Go to the great city of Nineveh and preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me." 
3 But Jonah ran away from the LORD and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish to flee from the LORD. 

A. God tells Jonah to go to Nineveh and preach to the people. It was not what Jonah wanted to do so he goes off in the opposite direction.

B. The problem with this level of commitment is that we put ourselves in a confrontational position with God. 

C. God will not allow you to ignore His desires for your life without a confrontational moment.

D. Jonah had one. It was in the belly of the great fish that Jonah had to acknowledge that God is in charge. 

3. Level Two: I am committed only to the point that I benefit from my commitment.
A. Large Crowds followed Jesus wherever He went. They were hoping to be the recipient of a miracle, or a healing, or being feed by so little as fishes and loaves. It was a commitment of convenience.
B. Once something is required of them they flee. They don’t last. They could be described as hearers of the Word but they are not followers.

C. Church is full of people with this level of commitment. When we have to roll up our sleeves and get something done, it is too much for them.

4. Level Three: I am willing to try to do what God ask me but I don’t want to do it exactly the way that He wants it done.
Exodus 3:10-11 (NIV) 
10 So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt." 
11 But Moses said to God, "Who am I, that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?" 

A. We know the story. God calls Moses to lead the people out of Egypt. It is God’s plan that He does it alone. But Moses does not want to do it exactly God’s way so he negotiated with God to have Aaron come along.

B. Certainly Moses’ commitment is a greater commitment that Jonah’s commitment. Moses is at least saying I will do what you ask me to do with some modifications.

C. Moses does not experience the confrontation with God that Jonah experienced. However, Moses does experience problems with Aaron all along the journey because Aaron was not part of God’s plan.

D. Whenever you try to change what God has asked you to do in any way you are going to bring along problems with you.

5. Level Four: I am willing to do what God wants done exactly the way that He wants it done.

Hebrews 12:2 (NIV) 
2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

A. Jesus is certainly the perfect example of doing the Father’s will the Father’s way.
B. The Apostle Paul I believe when he sold out to God became the best example in the New Testament of someone who did God’s will God’s way.

Conclusion:

What is your level of commitment?
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