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Introduction:
We like to compare ourselves to one another. I am reminded of the story in Luke’s Gospel about a Pharisee and a Tax Collector who both went to the temple to pray. The Pharisees’ pray was a prayer of comparison- he was comparing himself to other people and smugly thinking to himself that I am not a bad fellow. The Tax Collector, on the other hand, recognized his sinfulness before God and pleads for God’s mercy. And God says the Tax Collector went home justified and the Pharisee didn’t.
And here is the Pharisees’ problem as I see it: he was indeed better than others but he still wasn’t where he needed to be in his own life.

And that maybe our problem today! I am not questioning that you are a Christian; I am not questioning if you gave your life to the Lord but I am questioning if you are in your Christian life where you need to be. Better yet the Lord is asking if you are were you need to be in your Christian life?
In our passage of Scripture we will read in a moment, Jesus is walking on the water toward the disciples’ boat in the midst of a storm. Jesus calls out to them,     “Take courage. It is I. Don’t be afraid.” Peter asks the Lord to command him to come to the Lord on the water. And we know the story that he gets out of the boat and walks on the water toward the Lord. And seeing the wind he became afraid and began to sink. At that point, Jesus reaches out His hand and catches him and says to Peter, "You of little faith, why did you doubt?" 

Now if I am Peter, I got a problem with Jesus’ statement to me. Jesus, don’t you understand I got out of the boat; the other eleven are still in the boat. Use that line on them about little faith but not on me.

But Jesus is teaching us a principle: my faith maybe more than other’s but it still may be less than what God actually wants for my life. And so, today, I want to look at what might be holding me back from the faith that God desires that I have in my life by looking at the life of Peter. 
Turn with me in your Bible to Matthew 14:22-33:

Matthew 14:22-33 (NIV) 
22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. 
23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 
24 but the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. 
25 During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 
26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's a ghost," they said, and cried out in fear. 
27 But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." 
28 "Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water." 
29 "Come," he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 
30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" 
31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?" 
32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 
33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." 
Body:

1. My faith may be less than what God desires for my life because I am so busy looking at other people.
Matthew 14:26-28 (NIV) 
26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's a ghost," they said, and cried out in fear. 
27 But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I. Don't be afraid." 
28 "Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water." 

A. For Peter to make the big announcement “Lord, if it is you command me to come on the water to you?” he had to quite looking at the other disciples and starting looking at Jesus.  If he keeps looking at the other disciples, he never makes the announcement that he wants to walk on the water toward Jesus. If he looks at the other disciples, he sees fears. He had to turn away from the other disciples and look at Jesus to make that statement.
B. I wonder who you are looking at this morning that is keeping you from having the faith that God desires you have in your life. Is your husband or wife not the Christian that they should be so you are holding back because you don’t want to leave them behind?
C. You young people, is the person you going with the one holding you back from having the faith that God desires that you have in your life? You know in your heart if you follow God like you should they will think you are too spiritual and attempt to push away from you.
D. How about you teenagers? Afraid that your friends might think you are too weird if you are too spiritual. 

E. Probably everyone of us in this room has someone or some group of people holding us back from having the faith God desires that we have. Oh, we justify it by saying we have more faith than others but God says that you have less than I desire for you.
2. My faith may be less than what God desires for my life because I don’t fully appreciate what God tells me He will accomplish. 
Matthew 14:29 (NIV) 
29 "Come," he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 

A. Jesus tells Peter you of little faith because Jesus specifically told him to come and yet Peter began to doubt that he would make it. And if God tells you to come there is nothing in this world that will prevent you from coming to Him.
B. I remember the death of Lazarus and Jesus at the grave announced Lazarus come forth because if Jesus did not specify who was to come forth every grave would have opened and every body that had been put to rest in that graveyard would have come forth.
C. What has God told you in your life; what has God told you about your situation; what has God told you that He is going to do in your life? Whatever it is, do I have the faith to believe that He will accomplish it? I am here to tell you this morning if God told you something that He will do it.
D. The issue wasn’t whether Peter had a greater measure of faith than the other disciples. The real issue was did Peter have the faith to believe God. When Jesus says come do you have the faith to believe that you will make it all the way to Jesus? 

3. My faith may be less than what God desires for my life because I allow circumstances to get in the way.
Matthew 14:30 (NIV) 
30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!" 

A. Peter saw the wind and he became afraid and began to sink. Peter allowed the circumstances around him to prevent Him from reaching Jesus. If He kept his eyes on Jesus he would not have seen the wind.
B. Everyone of us in this room has some circumstance in this life that can keep us away from Jesus if we allow it. Peter had the circumstances of the wind: Lot’s wife had the circumstance that she loved her home; ten Israel spies had the circumstance that there are giants in the land.

C. I wonder what your circumstance is. Is it the family; or the demanding job; or the precious little time that you have for yourself on the weekend that is preventing you from being what God wants you to be.
D. Circumstances got in the way of Peter being what he should be; are circumstances preventing you from being what you need to be?

4.   My faith may be less than what God desires for my life because I let my spiritual failures take their toil on my spiritual life.
Matthew 14:32-33 (NIV) 
32 And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 
33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you are the Son of God." 

A. Peter begins to sink and Jesus reaches out His hand and grabs him. They both then get in the boat. And then the Scripture says that all that were still in the boat began to worship Jesus. But what about Peter! The Scripture is silent on what he did. He obviously didn’t worship. I can imagine that he was focused on his failure. He probably was beating himself up for looking at the wind. He was probably telling himself that I was so close to Jesus why didn’t I just keep my eyes on Him.
B. The truth is that the devil doesn’t have to beat up some Christians because they do such a good job beating up themselves. The great people of the Bible, both men and women, had spiritual failures but they picked themselves up and went forward with God.

C. Today you may be in the midst of a spiritual failure. God seems so far away from you. I am here to tell you to pick yourself up. Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Don’t let your past spiritual failure take their toil on your spiritual life.
Conclusion:

In a moment we are going to open up our altar. Someone here may need to come because you know in your heart of hearts that you aren’t where you need to be spiritually. Oh, you may be better than most but God is not comparing you to others. He is looking just at you this morning. He is looking just at your heart this morning. And he knows and you know it isn’t where it needs to be.

Today, there may be someone in a gigantic spiritual hole and it has taken every bit of spiritual energy from your body. God desires that you pick yourself up and begin worshipping Him and He will renew your strength.

Let us pray. 
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