Motherhood: It is a Mixed Bag of Blessings and Burdens

Various Scriptures


Introduction:
I would say: “it has got to be tough to be a momma.” As I look at it from the outside, what I see is a life of blessings but I can also see a life of burdens. I can not image the blessing that there is for you when that child comes out of your womb. But I also can not image the burden it is to carry that child in your stomach for nine months with him or her kicking and pressing against your vital organs and you feeling like you weigh twice your weigh.

And that is how I see motherhood. It is probably the greatest blessing in the world but it is probably the greatest burden in the world also.

And when I look at Mary, the mother of Jesus, it just confirms to me that mixed bag of motherhood- Great Blessings but also Great Burdens. Let me show you what I mean as I picked out some Scriptures from the Gospels this morning that shows you that tension between the blessings of motherhood and the burdens of motherhood.

Body

1. What a blessing it had to be for Mary to be favored by God to be the mother of His Son; but what a burden she must have carried from those who didn’t understand. 

Matthew 1:18-19 (NIV) 
18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 
19 Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 

A. When the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary in Nazareth what a blessing it was. He told her that she was to give birth to a Son and He will be called Jesus. He was going to sit on the throne of David; He will reign over His people; and His kingdom will never end.  You can see her excitement in the blessing she is to receive by her response. She says to the angel “I am the Lord’s servant.” And “For nothing is impossible with God.” Mary is on a spiritual high. Who wouldn’t be?
B. I am sure that you and I have been there before- on one of those spiritual highs. It seems like we are floating on a cloud and every problem, every difficulty, ever burden seems to just disappear.

C. But then suddenly, our feet touch back on the ground and this world settles back in on us. And there comes the burden. There comes the other side. The hammer is about ready to fall.  Joseph, the man she loves is a righteous man and so he wants to divorce her quietly so as not to disgrace her. She has to leave her home town and goes and stays with Elizabeth, her relative in the hill country of Judea for three months, probably to avoid the gossip of those who couldn’t understand.
D. So there Mary is- a young mother carrying a blessing but also carrying a burden.

2. What a blessing it had to be for Mary to see the Magi bringing her son gifts; but what a burden to carry when she hears that King Herod wants to have her son killed.

Matthew 2:11-13 (NIV) 
11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh. 
12 And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route. 
13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. "Get up," he said, "take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him." 

A. Mothers have this great ability to share with her child the blessings that her child receives. For example, suppose that your child graduates #1 in their high school class and has been named valedictorian.  That mother shares with her child the joy that he or she was #1 just like they  have received that honor themselves.
B. So when the Magi (men of honor; men of renown) come from a long distance and give Jesus gifts of gold, incense and myrrh, Mary participates with her son in this great honor. To her, it was like they brought the gifts  to Jesus and to her.  She couldn’t be happier that her son received the gifts. She celebrated with her son the blessing.

C. But after the Magi leave an angel comes and says that you must leave because another man of renown- this man, King Herod,  wants to kill your son. I can picture her telling Joseph, hurry up, get everything packed as quickly as you can we got to get out of this place now. I am sure that she is thinking that she got to protect her child at all cost.

D. So in a very short period of time, Mary went from sharing in the blessing of the gifts to the burden for her Son’s life.

3. What a blessing it had to be for Mary to see her son growing up the right way; but what a burden it must have also been to know that her son is growing up.
Luke 2:47-49 (NIV) 
47 Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. 
48 When his parents saw him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, "Son, why have you treated us like this? Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you." 
49 "Why were you searching for me?" he asked. "Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?" 

A. Every mother worth their salt wants to see her son grow up the right way and do the right things even if she didn’t.  No mother in her right mind would say to her son or daughter “I noticed you haven’t been out drinking or drugging in a while, don’t you think it’s time to go out and get high and really mess up your life today?”

B. So, when Mary hears her son in the temple talking with the teachers of the temple about the Scriptures there must have been a sense of blessing to know that my son is taking the right road for his life. He is interested in spiritual matters and he has an incredible spiritual depth to himself only being 12 years old.

C. But  then comes the burden, he is growing up. He will soon be leaving the house and momma wouldn’t be able to take care  of him like  she did id when he was home under her roof. I worry about what might happen to him out there doing his Father’s work. 

D.  Every mother knows it; every mother has experienced it. There is a blessing with my child growing up; but there is also a burden with my child growing up. There is a sense that I want him to leave the home and be on his own; and there is a sense that I don’t want him to leave I want him to stay here where I can protect him. It is there that you find the blessing and burden of motherhood.
4. What a blessing it had to be for Mary to know that her sins are forgiven at the cross; what a burden it must have been to see her Son’ life taken away so violently.

John 19:25-27 (NIV) 
25 Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 
26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, "Dear woman, here is your son," 
27 and to the disciple, "Here is your mother." From that time on, this disciple took her into his home. 

A. Standing there at the crucifixion of Jesus was Mary, his mother. She had to know that she needed her sins forgiven just like you and I know that we need our sins forgiven. And so when you think of the cross and the innocent Jesus  hanging from it, you got to think about the blessing the father has provided for us. He sent His Son to get on the cross and die for our sins so that we can have eternal life. Now that is a blessing. 
B. But here is the burden. It is Mary’s son. No mother wants their children to die before they do. They want their children to bury them. But there is Jesus on the cross and she as his mother is helpless to do anything. And suddenly the inner silence is broken because her son says : “Mother, behold your son.” Those words must have cut her heart open. 

C. Oh, there is a blessing- my sins are being forgiven but oh, there is a burden because it is my Son who is bearing the sins of the world upon His shoulders.

Conclusion:
It is filled with blessings; it is filled with burdens. And today, mom, when you walked into this church you may have been experiencing the blessing of motherhood and so you may need to just come to the altar to thank God for the children He has given you and the blessings that they have given you.

Some other moms may have walked into the church with burdens for their children. These mom’s may need to come to the altar to just unload the burdens that they have for their children upon the Lord.

Whether you are coming out of blessings or out of burdens God already knows and He is here at the altar ready to wrap His arms around you.

Let us pray!
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