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Numbers 26 & 27

The Second Census of the Israelites
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Introduction:
The Israelites are on the verge of entering the Promised Land.  The last time they were on the verge of entering into the Promised Land, they were discouraged by the report of giants in the land, and they didn’t trust God to take care of them. And tragedy struck just like that as God promised none of these people will enter the Promise Land except Joshua & Caleb.

This time tragedy struck them again as they get sidetracked by a temptation to sin as proposed by Balaam. Remember Balaam told Balak send your Moabite women into camp and the Israelite men will fall in love with these women and begin worshipping their gods. And as a result, God sent a plague and 24,000 died in total with 23,000 falling in one day.

NUMBERS 26:

1. The Lord telling Moses to take a census after the plague caused by the Israelites worshipping Baal Peor.

Vs 1

2.  This is now the second census to be taken. The first census was taken during the second month of the second year of their journey. It was taken for military organization. Now nearly thirty nine years later God tells Moses and Eleazar to take the second census. It too is for military organization. Vs 2. Remember, the book of Numbers gets its name from the second census taken.
The Twelve Tribes:
	TRIBES
	1st Census
	2nd Census
	Change

	Reuben
	46,500
	43,730
	(2,770)

	Simeon
	59,300
	22,200
	(37,100)

	Gad
	45,650
	40,500
	(5,150)

	Judah
	74,600
	76,500
	1,900

	Issachar
	54,400
	64,300
	9,900

	Zebulun
	57,400
	60,500
	3,100

	Manasseh
	32,200
	52,700
	20,500

	Ephraim
	40,500
	32,500
	(8,000)

	Benjamin
	35,400
	45,600
	10,200

	Dan
	62,700
	64,400
	1,700

	Asher
	41,500
	53,400
	11,900

	Naphtali
	53,400
	45,400
	(8,000)

	TOTALS
	603,550
	601,730
	(1,820)


Of these twelve tribes of Israel, five suffered loss, and seven gained men. Half of the tribes had gains or losses 15% or less; but Simeon lost 63% of their population, and Manasseh gained 64%.
The 38 years in the wilderness were years of no growth, no advance - just going in circles until the generation of unbelief had died and the new generation came along.

3. Then Moses goes back and reminds us about the rebellion of Koran and his followers who rebelled against Moses and Aaron and they were swallowed up by the ground. Two hundred fifty in total!  But we see in verse 11 that God did not let the line of Korah die out. In other words, God was gracious to them even in their rebellion against him. Moses reminds them of this rebellion because they don’t need to deal with rebellion as they are going in to take the Promised Land.
4. The general principle of inheritance- the larger tribe received a larger inheritance. Vs 52-56

5. Once again we are reminded that the Levites have no inheritance.  God had made provision for their needs by portions of the sacrifice; they were to be given cities and land to live on but it was not theirs. (Maybe that is how parsonages were widely accepted a few years ago.)

6.  The only two that remained from the Old Generation is Joshua and Caleb. VS 63-64. The lesson is nobody gets away with anything. Not a single person slipped through the cracks.
Numbers 27:

1. The daughters of Zelophehad had a problem. Their dad died in the wilderness and he had no sons and these daughters would be without any land. How many times is I that the only time that prevents us from doing or receiving something is asking. So these daughters ask Moses what can be done about this situation.

2. Moses brought this case to the Lord in vs 5. Moses didn’t have all the answers at his fingertips. He had to go consult with God.

3. And thus we begin inheritance rights and searching for the next of kin. The special implication is that this is how David will inherit the throne of David.  Jesus had no earthly father, So Joseph would be his next of kin and Joseph is the one who ties Him to the throne of David.

4. In vs 12-14 Moses is coming to his death. God takes him to the mountain to see the land but he will not be able to enter. Remember Moses rebelled against the Lord in Numbers 20:9-13.

5. Moses sin disqualified him from entering the Promised Land. Paul picks up that idea in 1 Corinthians 9:24-27.

6. Joshua becomes the person to lead the Israelites. 
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