Moses reviews the Ten Commandments with the Israelites

Deuteronomy 5

The Introduction

Moses is preparing the people for their entrance into the Promised Land.  Today in Deuteronomy 5 Moses reviews with the Israelites the commandments God gave them back at Mount Horeb. 

But before we look at them I want us to see the motivation Moses realized is the reason for God giving the Israelites the Ten Commandments.  In Chapter 4:37- we see for the very first time in the Old Testament that God specifically saying “I Love you.” Up to Deuteronomy 4:37 it is certainly implied that God loves these people but now it is writing. 

Deuteronomy 4:37-40 (NKJV) 
37 And because He loved your fathers, therefore He chose their descendants after them; and He brought you out of Egypt with His Presence, with His mighty power, 
38 driving out from before you nations greater and mightier than you, to bring you in, to give you their land as an inheritance, as it is this day. 
39 Therefore know this day, and consider it in your heart, that the Lord Himself is God in heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no other. 
40 You shall therefore keep His statutes and His commandments which I command you today, that it may go well with you and with your children after you, and that you may prolong your days in the land which the Lord your God is giving you for all time." 

So Moses ends Chapter 4 by telling them the love of God for them should motivate them to follow God’s commandments.
The Body

I. Do God's Word.

I want you to notice the first thing that Moses tells the people: learn them and be sure to follow them.

Deuteronomy 5:1 (NIV) 
1 Moses summoned all Israel and said: Hear, O Israel, the decrees and laws I declare in your hearing today. Learn them and be sure to follow them. 

A. Moses just shared with us the three stages of “Word development” within us. 1. You are to hear the Word.  2. You are to learn the Word. 3. You are to keep the Word.
2. God’s covenant is for the living.

Deuteronomy 5:3 (NIV) 
3 It was not with our fathers that the LORD made this covenant, but with us, with all of us who are alive here today. 

A. Most of these Israelites weren’t there when God gave Moses the Ten Commandments. Most of Israelites were not there went God spoke to them out of the fire of the mountain. But Moses point is simple: God’s covenant is available for the living. The covenant is settled at death.

Hebrews 9:27 (NIV) 
27 Just as man is destined to die once, and after that to face judgment, 
3. Now we have reason for the naming of the book. We have the Ten Commandments given to us in the book of Exodus.  Now, Deuteronomy gives it to us again.  Deutero means second.  Nomos means law.  This is the giving of the second law, a repetition of the Ten Commandments.

4. These Ten Commandments fall into two groups.  The first four of these Commandments talk about our responsibilities toward God.  The next six are our responsibilities toward our fellow human beings, our relationship to one another.  

5. Verse 33 says, "Ye shall walk in all the ways which the Lord your God hath commanded you, that ye may live, and that it may be well with you, and that ye may prolong your days in the land which ye shall possess."  

God is saying, "I have given you My law not to make your life less than it could be but to make your life everything that it can be." 

The law of God is an expression of the love of God.  When God says, "Don't do these things," He is basically saying to us, "I love you so much.  Don't hurt yourself."  
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