Moses Speaks to the People

Deuteronomy 1


1. Introduction
a. Deuteronomy means “second law-giving.” The first law giving was on Mt. Sinai to the parents of this generation. The law is now given to the new generation of Israelites on the plains of Moab overlooking the Promised Land. 

b. The book spans about 30 to 60 days in length compared to Numbers which was 39 years.

c. This book is basically a series of messages (3 messages, the appointment of Joshua and his farewell song) that Moses gave to the nation of Israel during the last month and a half of his life.

2. Why the second giving of the law?

a. There are a couple of reasons why a “review” is necessary – 

1 – The people have changed. The generation that heard the Law the first time has mostly passed away, and it’s time for the current generation to hear God’s truths.

2 – The times have changed. The people have been wandering in the wilderness for forty years. Now they are finally about to come into the Promised Land. Some of the Laws were intended specifically for use in the Promised Land and they haven’t been in the forefront of people’s minds for forty years. Some of the Law will see new application as they are about to cross over the Jordan.

b. The Lesson: Keep reading God’s Word

The reasons for reading and re-reading God’s incredible Word are the same for us.

1 – You change

I am not exactly the same person as I was a couple of years ago. I am growing in the Lord, I am slowly changing. As I go through my own “stages” of development in my Christian life, I need to be reminded over and over again of God’s Word.

2 – Circumstances change

As I am growing, my circumstances change just like I do. I may not always be “wandering in the wilderness”. Each time I go through God’s Word, I learn more and more from it, sometimes simply because my own life’s circumstances force me to look at God’s Word from another perspective.

c. From where the 1st last was given to where they were now is an 11 day journey. They could have made it to the Promised Land in 2 weeks instead of 40 years.
2 Peter 1:12 (NIV) 
12 So I will always remind you of these things, even though you know them and are firmly established in the truth you now have. 

3. Moses begins his first sermon (6-8)

a. The Lord our God spoke to us in Horeb: This departure from Mount Horeb was recorded in Numbers 10. However, the Numbers 10 account does not give us the details recorded here.

b.  You have dwelt long enough at this mountain: Simply, God told Israel to move on. A year at Mount Sinai was enough; He did not bring them out of Egypt for them to live forever at Sinai. It was time to move on in faith and take the land of promise.

c. Lesson: Sometimes we get comfortable right where we are and we don’t want to move on.

d.  Turn and take your journey . . . See, I have set the land before you: Though it would be a challenge, God had set the Promised Land before Israel.
4. Moses Appoints Judges (Verses 9-18)

a. Choose wise, understanding, and knowledgeable men from among your tribes, and I will make them heads over you:  It refers the appointment of Elders described in Numbers 11. 

b.  I alone am not able to bear you: Moses experienced this crisis in Numbers 11 when the people complained again about the food God provided. To help Moses bear the burden, God directed him to appoint seventy elders to assist him in bearing up under the pressure of leading the nation.

c. . As described in Numbers 11, these elders had a precious function: To stand there with Moses (Numbers 11:16), to have the same Spirit as Moses, and to bear the burden of the people with Moses (Numbers 11:17).

d.  So I took the heads of your tribes, wise and knowledgeable men, and made them heads over you: Moses chose the elders of Israel by using a combination of approval by the congregation, and approval by Moses himself. Moses then instructed the elders in principles of righteous leadership, and thus relieved himself of many burdens.

5. Moses remembers when in unbelief, Israel refused to enter the Promised Land.

a. (19-21) Moses remembers his exhortation to Israel at Kadesh Barnea.

b.  Look, the Lord your God has set the land before you; go up and possess it: After seeing God’s faithfulness in enabling them to cross the land of the Amorites, Moses was ready to lead the nation into Canaan.

c.  Do not fear or be discouraged: This encouragement was important because this was the critical moment for Israel. They were a little more than a year out of Egypt and ready to go into the Promised Land. It was there before them, ready for them to take by faith, if they would not fear or be discouraged.

d.  (22-23) Moses remembers Israel’s suggestion to send forth spies.

e.  And everyone of you came near to me and said, “Let us send men before us”: As Moses remembered this suggestion, he looked back with regret. There really was no compelling reason to send forth spies into the Promised Land.

h.  God had told them that the land was good. Unless they did not believe Him, there was no reason to confirm it on their own. God had told them they would take the land and defeat the nations living there. Unless they did not believe Him, there was no reason to take a look at the enemies and see if God was somehow up to the challenge. And the plan pleased me well: Moses must have had regret as he remembered this. The people suggested it and Moses agreed to it. Yet when ten of the twelve spies came back with a report filled with fear and unbelief, the nation believed them and refused to believe God’s promised and enter in.

i. Moses remembers the journey and report of the spies.

j. The brought back word to us: Significantly, Moses didn’t mention the evil report of the unbelieving spies (Numbers 13:28-29). It is almost as if the memory was so painful that Moses wouldn’t even deal with it.

k.  It is a good land which the Lord our God is giving us: It was enough that the nation of Israel had the report from the godly spies, Joshua and Caleb. In addition to that, all the twelve spies were united on saying “It is a good land which the Lord our God is giving us” (Numbers 13:27).

l. From reading only Numbers 13:2 it might seem that this plan to send spies into Canaan originated with God, not the people. But a careful look shows that Numbers 13:2 dealt mainly with the number of spies to send (12) and how they should be chosen (one from each tribe). So though the plan did not originate with God (Deuteronomy 1 indicates that it started with the people, and was approved by Moses), the Lord essentially said: “If you are going to send spies, send twelve, and have them represent the whole nation by sending one from each tribe.” 

m. Perhaps in this God made certain that not all the spies brought a report of unbelief.

n. Moses remembers Israel’s unbelieving rejection of the Promised Land, though he pleaded with them to take the land in faith.

o.  Nevertheless: In this context, this is a haunting word. It was the exact word in the mouth of the ten fearful spies when they began to give an evil testimony to Israel (Numbers 13:28).

p.  Essentially, the ten spies and all Israel said, “We went into the land of Canaan and found it to be a wonderful land, just as the Lord said it would be. God’s word was true on that point. Nevertheless (essentially saying, ‘despite all that’), we don’t believe God when He says He will enable to overcome the enemies of the land and to posses it.”

q.  Nevertheless! Despite the fact we have seen that God’s word is true, we will not trust Him for great things in the future. This is a terrible testimony.

r.  You would not go up, but rebelled . . . and you murmured in your tents . . . you did not believe the Lord your God: God had done nothing but show Himself faithful to Israel. They could not point to one instance where He had let them down, though the journey had not been easy. Yet they answered God’s faithfulness with rebellion, murmuring, and unbelief.

s. They were not persuaded of the love of God, and they found it hard to trust a God they did not believe loved them. Christians today also need to be persuaded of the love of God. Many believers are hindered in their walk with God because they are not genuinely persuaded of the love of God for them. 

t. God has already given the ultimate demonstration of His love: But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8) The death of Jesus for guilty sinners is the ultimate demonstration of God’s love; He can do nothing greater than what He has already done in Jesus. Now we can simply receive His love.

u.  The Lord your God, who goes before you, He will fight for you, according to all He did for you in Egypt before your eyes: With these words, Moses did his best to encourage the people. He called on them to specifically remember God’s past faithfulness and consider that He was able to give them victory in the land of Canaan.

v.  Yet, for all that, you did not believe the Lord your God: In essence, it was not sin that kept Israel out of the Promised Land. Instead, it was unbelief (though certainly, unbelief is sin). Israel’s sin could be covered through atoning sacrifice; but their unbelief and doubt of God’s love for them made them unable to trust God.

w. Moses remembers the aftermath of Israel’s rebellion at Kadesh Barnea
x. In response to Israel’s unbelief and lack of trust in God’s love, God swore an oath (Psalm 95:11) that the adult generation which came out of Egypt would not inherit the Promised Land, but would die in the desolate wilderness instead.

y.  Except Caleb the son of Jephunneh: The only exceptions were Caleb and Joshua. These were the faithful two among the twelve spies which came back with the report from the Promised Land (Numbers 14:6-10).

z.  Even you shall not go in there: Even Moses himself would not enter the Promised Land. Though this was not specifically said in Numbers 14 (it came later in Numbers 20), it could be inferred then, because Moses was not among the exceptions named (only Joshua and Caleb).

aa.  Joshua . . . he shall cause Israel to inherit it: As great as Moses was (and truly, he was one of the giants of the Bible), he could not and would not lead Israel into the Promised Land. That was left up to one who came after Moses, Joshua.

ab. Moses remembers their half-hearted repentance and futile invasion attempt.

ac. We have sinned against the Lord; we will go up and fight: After hearing the consequences of their rejection of God, Israel had a change of heart. Yet they went forth in the flesh and not in faith, because God did not lead them.

ad.  Rebelled against the command of the Lord: They did this in the midst of their supposed repentance. Their sorrow was not over grieving the heart of God but over forty more years in the wilderness. God therefore saw through their shallow repentance.

ae.  The Amorites who dwelt in that mountain came out against you and chased you as bees do: This shows how their futile invitation attempt ended in disaster. After their total defeat, then they wept and wept - but again, this was over the consequences of getting caught, not over grieving the heart of God, and not over their sin of not believing the great love of God.
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