Moses Recalls the March to the Promised Land

Deuteronomy 3


Introduction:
Moses has been recalling the journey to the Promised Land. It is part preaching to the people and part self confession because he admits his mistakes along the way.  Just because you are trying to follow God does not mean that you will be mistake free; you will just be forgiven.

In Chapter 1:22-23 we discovered that it was not God’s idea to send the twelve spies into the land.  It was the people’s idea and Moses thought it was a good idea and went along with it; Moses petitioned God to accept his plan and God allows them to go spy the Promised Land. We see that in Numbers 13:1. The lesson here is God will sometimes allow you to follow your plan but don’t think because God allows you to follow your plan; that this is the best course for your life. It may end up a disaster. We need to be sure it is God’s plan we are following and not our plan.

And then two weeks ago, we discovered that God wanted to begin teaching the Israelites how to war since they were to take the Promised Land by force.  It was to begin with Sihon King of Heshbon.  Moses knew God’s plan but he tried to prevent God’s plan by offering peace instead of warring and God ended up hardening Sihon heart so Moses had to follow God’s plan. Look at Deuteronomy 2: 24-27 then look at verses 30-31. The lesson here is God is going to accomplish His will with or without your cooperation. You are better off just doing it God’s way.

Let me ask you a question. Those two big mistakes Moses has admitted to, do you think that is going to be enough to keep him on the straight and narrow? Let’s find out in Chapter 3. 

The Body

1. The Battle with Og
a. First in verses 1-2 we discover God’s marching orders.  “Do to Og what you did to Sihon king of the Amorites.” So what did he do to Sihon? Look at Deuteronomy 2:33-34. They killed Sihon, his sons and his whole army. So I am assuming when God say do the same thing, He means kill Og just like you killed Sihon. Lesson I learned: yesterday’s instructions are not sufficient for today’s battles.  God has specific instructions for you today regarding today’s battles.
b. So in verse 3 we see that Moses does exactly what God tells him to do. This time he doesn’t go and try to offer peace to Og. Instead, he destroys Og and his army. It is confirmed in Numbers 21: 33-35.  Apparently, in this situation Moses has learned his lesson and was obedient to God. 
c. When is obedience accomplished? When you do 100% of what God said the way God said.  And in this case, He did exactly like God said.
2. The Division of the land
a. In verses 12 & 13 two and ½ tribes decide to stay on the wrong side of the Jordan.  The tribes of Reuben, Gad and ½ of the tribe of Manasseh decide not to enter the Promised Land but stay on the wrong side of the Jordan.
b. The reason for the decision we discover is in verse 19.  It was motivated not by what God wanted for them but it was motivated by what was best for their possessions.  They were going to get more land on wrong side of the Jordan then they possibly would on the Promised Land side. So, it was better for their possessions if they stayed on the wrong side.
c. Then Moses does something that is real dangerous to do:  Crediting to God something that He didn’t do. Verse 18. God did not change His mind where the people were to settle.  They were all to settle in the Promised Land.  It was Moses who gave them this land. Look at verse 12, verse 13, verse 15, verse 16 and verse 20 and in each verse it says, “I gave”. Who gave this land to the people: Moses did; God didn’t.

d. There is a way that seems right to man but ends up in destruction.  Moses says all right you can have the land but all the fighting men must accompany us into the Promised Land until all the other tribes get their possession”

e. But that leaves the woman, the children and the livestock unprotected from enemies.  Jesus picks up on that in the Gospel when He tells us how can a robber steal from a house unless he first ties up the strong man?  Moses plan tied up the strong man. God’s plan didn’t do that.  All were going into the Promised Land.
f. Isn’t that crazy? Moses carries out God’s plan to the letter regarding Og and the very next thing he messes up supremely.

3. Moses forbidden to Cross the Jordan
a. Sometimes our words and our actions don’t line up. He just told the 2 ½ tribes to leave their families unprotected and now when he talks to Joshua he tells him that the Lord will fight for you. Let me ask you a question: If the Lord is fighting for Israel did God need those 2 ½ tribes of fighting men in order to get victory? NO.  Here is a case where our words and actions don’t line up. 

b. That would be me telling you in your life that you can trust God completely but in my own life I don’t trust God completely so I have a backup plan. 

c. In verse 23-25 it gives the appearance like Moses is trying to butter God up for something and then He hits him with his request- let me go into the Promised Land.
d. And Moses still has not gotten the reason right why he is not going into the Promised Land. First, because of you. It was not because of the Israelites. Second, He then blames it on God. He is angry with me. No, Moses, you have disobeyed and you have to suffer the consequences.

e. But even after, messing up, and blaming God and others, and not taking responsibility for his own anger, God was gracious to Moses and lets him see the Promised Land. Verse 27
f. God does not give up even when we mess up. Moses teach Joshua. Verse 28
	
	Page 5
	

	
	
	



