Men Behaving Godly

Psalm 1:1-3                                  Dr. Dave Hartson


The Introduction

In 1992 the BBC television network began airing a comedy named Men Behaving Badly. It was about two grown men who never grew up. Even though they had reached adulthood in age their behavior still resembled that of two teenage boys.

In 1996, NBC picked up the series and it aired as a sitcom on its channels for one year. You may have even seen an episode or two. In the US version, the two guys could probably be accurately described as more immature than their BBC counterparts. They were going backwards instead of forward in their maturity.  

We all know men who have never grown up; worse yet, you may be one of them. They may be husbands; dads, even have several children; and hold down big important jobs but when it comes to living day to day life they just don’t have any spiritual maturity about themselves.  They just behave badly.

Well today being Father’s Day, I want to challenge each man in this room to be men who behave Godly. I want you to throw away the image that you are still a child or a teenager in a man’s body and put on the image that you are a Godly man- the one God intends you to be.

Today God is challenging you and me to be men who behave Godly. Let read about it and then first let’s study those characteristics that a Godly man avoids and then secondly the characteristics that he seeks out.
Psalms 1:1-3 (NIV) 
1 Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers. 
2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. 
3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers. 

The Body
1. There are certain things in this world that make it impossible for a man to live a godly life and he needs to avoid those things.
 Psalms 1:1 (NIV) 
1 Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat of mockers.
A. Accepting the advice of someone who has no relationship with God.
a. Christians are ready to give you advice in a moments notice as to what you need to do to fix your life. It does not matter if their life is a mess- they are confident they can fix yours.

b. But it is also true that the non-Christians are just as eager to give you advice. Advice columns like Ann Lander’s and Dear Abby draw many Christians to their column each day to read their responses and sometimes their responses are just plain Biblically wrong. TV commercials during the football games want to give me counsel that this “Bud is for me.” Biblically speaking, I don’t think that Bud has my name on it. Movies that come out today want to tell me that violence and revenge are acceptable behaviors. Sexual purity is just plain old fashion and no longer a requirement of my marriage vows. I flip on the radio in the car and instead of music more stations are going to a talk show formats that allows the announcer to come into my car and give me his opinion as to how he would handle it. And don’t forget the advice the stars want to give us. Horoscopes are a must read for many Christians every day. For some of us the paper would not be complete without the horoscopes.
c. Christians need to get the advice of other Christians that are living their faith; and tune out all that other junk you hear.

B. Acting like the world acts.

a. How does the world act?  It’s simple; you can do anything that you want to do as long as you don’t hurt someone else.  And if by some accident you do happen to hurt someone else then the standard shifts to as long as you don’t get caught. That’s the world’s way.

b. The world’s way put the choices of my life clearly on me and nobody else. It dismisses God as not an important part of the decision process as to what I should do.

c. But the Godly man, he knows that God is the most important part of any decision that he will made and he seeks what God wants him to do.

d. I wonder today, if God is truly the most important part of any decision you made: if you would be missing church on Sunday and much as you do; if you would be robbing God of his tithe like you do; if you would be hanging out at some of the places that you frequent; and I wonder if you would have to put some distance between yourself and some of your old friends. 

C. Adopting the world values as your own.

a. The heavenly values by which I am to live; and the worldly values to which I get a lot of exposure to are totally two different sets of values. And unfortunately sometimes Christians chose to adopt the standards of the world rather than the standards of God by which to live their life.
b. Lot knew the standards of heaven having been exposed to them by living with his Uncle Abraham. However, he chose to abandon those standards and instead adopt the standards of the world to live his life and he and his family settled in the sin compromising place of Sodom.  
c. We adopt the world values when we settle down and make them part of our values. Lot did just that. It would have been one thing to pass through Sodom but a whole different thing to settle there.
d. It is one thing to commit a sin. We all sin. But it is another thing to allow that sin to settle down and make a home in our life. To do that we have adopted the wrong values.
2. There are certain things that I must have if I am to live a Godly life.
Psalms 1:2 (NIV) 
2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night. 

A. I must have a delight in knowing all I can know about God.

a. If there was someone in the mall doing a survey and they stopped you and asked you just one question and the question is “What is the one thing you enjoy doing most in life?”   What would your answer be? Some might answer spending time with my family; someone else might say I enjoy doing my hobby; others might say I love my job. I believe few, if any, in here would say spending time with God.

b. And men, that is exactly what it is going to take to live Godly.  But I want you notice how many women come on Wednesday night compared to men. I want you to notice how many woman will come to church on Sunday even if their husband don’t or can’t come; but I also want you notice how few men come if their wife don’t or can’t come. It seems women delight more in knowing about God than we do. 
c. True is: if there is going to be a remnant of men who behave Godly then we have to start delighting in the things of God.  

B. I must train my mind to think more about God throughout my day.
a. Men have what I will call this great lapse of memory. We can go hours without thinking one thought about God. We get so focused on what we are doing; or where we are; or who we are with that God does not enter our minds.  I know that because it happens to me and I am the preacher.

b. If we are to live as Godly men we are going to have to start training our minds to think more often about God and His words. What is the standard we are to shot for: God is always on our mind.
3. There are three qualities that I will possess if I am a man behaving Godly.

Psalms 1:3 (NIV) 
3 He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither. Whatever he does prospers. 

A. Stability 
B. Productivity

C. Success
The Conclusion

As I conclude let me read the words of Ezekiel the prophet to you from Chapter 22 verse 30.         

Ezekiel 22:30 (NIV) 
30 "I looked for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand before me in the gap on behalf of the land so I would not have to destroy it, but I found none.
This Father’s Day, why not make this the starting point of turning your life around and become that Godly man Our Heavenly Father is looking for. 

Let us pray!
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