Mary: How God’s Plans Changed Her Plans!
Luke 1:26-38
Dr. Dave M. Hartson

Bala Chitto Baptist Church

12/03/06

Introduction:
People are so different. There are some people who make no plans; they just do what feels good at the moment. Then there are those people who make plans and they stick to them no matter what. There is no changing their plans at any cost. And then there are those people who make plans but leave enough room in their planning for a change if it is needed.

Mary was that third type of person; she had plans for her life but God desired to change them and she was willing to accept God’s changes.  And what I want to look at today is what was different about her life after God changed her plans. I believe the differences Mary experienced in her life after God changed her plans might be the same differences God may ask us to accept if He chooses to change our plans.
Turn with me in your Bibles to:

Luke 1:26-38 (NIV) 
26 In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 
27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 
28 The angel went to her and said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you." 
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 
30 But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. 
31 You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 
32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 
33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end." 
34 "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" 
35 The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 
36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. 
37 For nothing is impossible with God." 
38 "I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me as you have said." Then the angel left her. 

Body:
1.  If God changes our plans He will shift our attention from what is going on around us to something much more important. 
Luke 1:26-30 (NIV) 
26 In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 
27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was Mary. 
28 The angel went to her and said, "Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord is with you." 
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. 
30 But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with God. 
A. It seems to me that women go crazy with all those wedding plans. There is the travel to every store to find the perfect dress. There is picking out the flowers for the ceremony; there is selecting the food for the reception. Don’t forget we got to get the perfect wedding cake. Mary was in the midst of all those plans for her wedding to Joseph. She woke up every morning thinking about the day she would marry Joseph and more importantly what she had to do today to prepare for the wedding.
B. And what does God do: He shifts her attention from her upcoming wedding and He gets her to focus on something much more important- the birth of her Savior, and yes, He is indeed Mary’s savior, and the Savior for all people. 
C. No longer are the wedding plans all that important what is important is that she is carrying in her womb the Savior of the world.

D. We see that in her expression of praise to God at the end of this chapter.

Luke 1:46-49 (NIV) 
46 And Mary said: "My soul glorifies the Lord 
47 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
48 for he has been mindful of the humble state of his servant. From now on all generations will call me blessed, 
49 for the Mighty One has done great things for me-- holy is his name. 
E. When God desires us to change our plans, He will change what we think was so very important.
2. If God changes our plans He will shift our focus from what we can see with our eyes to what we must believe with our heart.

 Luke 1:31-33 (NIV) 
31 You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 
32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, 
33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end." 
A. Mary could see Joseph; Mary could see in her mind’s eye her upcoming wedding to Joseph; but she couldn’t see with her physical eyes or her mind’s eye how she could be with a child since she was still a virgin. The only way for her to accept that was to believe it with her heart.
B. God when he changes our plans He will put us in a position that the only way we can believe that the changes are from God is if we believe it with our heart. When God changed Abraham’s plans and moved him from his family to a land that He will show him Abraham had to believe that within his heart. He had no evidence that God was going to give him a great land and he had no evidence that God was going to make him a great nation. The only way Abraham could accept the change in his life was to believe it in his heart that it was from God.
C. Do you know what is one of the hardest things for you and me to do as a Christian?  It is to continue believing something in our heart that God has told us when our Christian brothers and sisters are telling us that it can’t happen.
D. If God has told you that He is going to fix your marriage hold on to that even if others tell us it can not happen. If God has told you that He is going to bring healing to your body hold on to that even if others say it is not going to happen. If God told you that he will bring healing to your finances hold on to that even as the bills pile up and the creditors keep calling.

E. Abraham held on to the promise that God gave him in his heart. Mary held on to the promise that in her womb was the savior of the world. What has God told you to hold on to in your life?
3. If God changes our plans He will show us that our promises to Him pale in comparison to His promises to us.
Luke 1:34-35 (NIV) 
34 "How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since I am a virgin?" 
35 The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 
Isaiah 7:14 (NIV) 
14 Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 
A. Statisticians tell me that there are 1,260 promises in the Bible. I am assuming from my Bible readings that most of those promises are promises that God has made to me and to you and to those who love Him. For example, He promised me a Savior; He promised me the Holy Spirit would live within my heart; He promised that death would not have victory over me and He promised me eternal life.

B. As I looked over my life in writing this sermon, I notice two things. The first thing is that the number of promises I make to God fall way short of the number of promises that He has made to me. And secondly, the makeup of my promises to God doesn’t have the same substance that His promises have to me. For example, I might promise God my weekly attendance in church for a period of time if He brings healing in my life but how can that compare to His promise of eternal life to me.
C. Mary was about ready to make one of the more serious promises that we make to God and that is our commitment to our mate until death but even that pales in comparison God’s promise of a Savior. 

D. I wonder since God is so faithful to his promises and they are big promises why can’t I be faithful to the little promises that I make to God? God shows me when He changes my plans how faithful He is and how unfaithful I am!
4.  If God changes our plans it is no longer just about us because God will not limit His blessing just to us.
Luke 1:36-37 (NIV) 
36 Even Elizabeth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. 
37 For nothing is impossible with God." 
A. I live here in 2006 and I was blessed by God’s blessing to Mary. Mary and Joseph were busy making their plans for their upcoming marriage and it was all about them. And then God stepped in the picture and changed their plans and it was no longer just about them; it was about the whole world needing a Savior.

B. Also, I believe that Elizabeth was blessed because God knew that He was going to change Mary’s plans.  There would have been no need of John the Baptist being born at this time if Mary was to reject God’s plan for her life. I believe that it was Mary’s obedience that allowed Elizabeth to be blessed.

C. I wonder today if your plans are all about you. If they are I can tell you they are your plans and not God’s plans. 
5. If God changes our plans it is not just another option to consider; it is the only option that leads to obedience.
Luke 1:38 (NIV) 
38 "I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me as you have said." Then the angel left her. 

A. I think our problem is quite simple. We consider God’s plan for our life as just another option to consider. When God told Mary His plan, it became the only plan. There was no option. There was only obedience to God’s plan.
B. I wonder in this congregation today, how many of us are running away from God’s plan for our life. God’s plan is an option- an option that we don’t want to take.
Conclusion:

Today, you may be battling with God about His plans for your life. Let me tell you from personal experience the best place to me is to be surrendered to His plans.

So today, I invite you to the altar and let God shape your plans.

Let us Pray!
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