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Introduction:
Today is Mother’s Day and although my mother has been gone fifteen years I still miss her. There are just some days I wish I could still talk with her because she had this great ability to make every thing alright.

I know in my heart that I was blessed to have a very special MOM. One of the things that made my mother so unique is that my MOM loved being a Mother. Many of you have been or fortunately still being blessed with a special MOM.

The Bible is full of wonderful moms. There is Hannah who prayed for a child and was given Samuel who she dedicated to the Lord. There was Timothy’s mother who shared her faith with her son and he became a stalwart of the faith. There was Jochebed, Moses’ mother, who floated her son down the Nile into Pharaoh’s home and got the job of raising her son. All special, wonderful MOMS!
And so today, I wanted to see what is that causes some mothers to stand out from the rest. What characteristics do you find in those special Moms that makes them so unique. 
As I searched the Scriptures, I found three characteristics. And they all begin with the letter “D” and so my message is entitled “MOM in 3D.”

Body:
1.  Mothers’ who have a discerning spirit are special MOMS. So our 1st “D” is discerning. Special MOMS are discerning.
John 2:1-9 (NIV) 
1 On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus' mother was there, 
2 and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 
3 When the wine was gone, Jesus' mother said to him, "They have no more wine." 
4 "Dear woman, why do you involve me?" Jesus replied. "My time has not yet come." 
5 His mother said to the servants, "Do whatever he tells you." 
6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons. 
7 Jesus said to the servants, "Fill the jars with water"; so they filled them to the brim. 
8 Then he told them, "Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet." They did so, 
9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. ..
a. I have heard it said that you can tell if a mom is discerning if the family dog barks and mom responds like she knows exactly what the dog is talking about.

b. In our passage of Scripture Jesus has not yet revealed Himself to anyone as a miracle worker. No one knows that He can perform miracles except momma. How does she know? She had not seen Jesus perform any miracles but she had a discerning spirit about Her Son. I am sure if Dad was around, He would not have had a clue about Jesus being able  to turn water into wine. Most dads, many times, are clueless. Right? Ladies!

c. In our passage of Scripture Mary was able to discern that even though Jesus said “My hour has not yet come”  that He would do what His mother asked Him to do. When Jesus says “My hour has not yet come” she doesn’t discuss it with her Son; she doesn’t argue with her Son that you need to do this for me. Instead, she just goes right over to the servants and tells them that they need to do whatever He asks. You see, Mary had discerned in her heart that Jesus would honor her request.
d. As a young boy, I can not tell you how many times I made up these elaborate stories to get myself out of trouble but my mom she could see right through them and she would say “ Now, young man, I want the truth.” And I would wonder how she knew. It was that discerning spirit. It always caught me.
e. How many times as a grown man or woman, momma called you right when you needed her to call you? How did she pick that time to call you? Easy, she had a discerning spirit that something was up with you.
f. Our 1st “D” is discerning.
2.  Mothers’ who are determined are special moms.  Our second “D” is determined. Special moms are determined.
Matthew 20:20-21 (NIV) 
20 Then the mother of Zebedee's sons came to Jesus with her sons and, kneeling down, asked a favor of him. 
21 "What is it you want?" he asked. She said, "Grant that one of these two sons of mine may sit at your right and the other at your left in your kingdom." 

a. The mother of James and John was determined to get the best for her grown sons. It didn’t matter if it was going  to embarrass them; it didn’t matter if her request was going to make the other ten disciples angry at her two sons; it didn’t matter that her request could have angered Jesus. She was to get the best for her children after all nobody deserved better than her children.
b. The mother of Moses was determined that her child was not going to be killed like all the other Israelite male children. She was determined that she would do what she needed to do so that Moses would be spared the fate of the other Israelite male children.

c. How many mothers in this room have sacrificed for their children because they were determined to give their child the best?  I know my mother went without some times so I could get what I wanted.  I know my mother didn’t always get to do what she wanted so I could get to do what I wanted. You may say I was spoiled. I would say my mother was determined to give me the best she could.
d. How many mothers are determined that their children will not have to go through the hardships they endure when they were children? How many times have mom insisted that you are going to college because I didn’t have the opportunity to go?

e. And a very special mother is also just as determined to impart her faith to her child. She is going to pray for her child’s salvation. She is going to pray that he or she is going to make the right decisions and chose the right friends. She is going to make sure that her child is reading their Bible and saying their prayers. 
2 Timothy 1:5 (NIV) 
5 I have been reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also. 

f. So the second  “D” is determined. Don’t get in the way of a mom because she is determined when it comes to her child. 
3. Mothers’ who are deliberate are special moms. Our third and final “D” is deliberate. Special MOMS are deliberate.
Proverbs 22:6 (NIV) 
6 Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it. 

Proverbs 31:17 (NIV) 
17 She sets about her work vigorously; her arms are strong for her tasks. 

a. Special moms are deliberate. They don’t leave raising their children to the church or to the school or to the child’s friends.  It is mom’s job to raise that child and she is going to take her job seriously and she deliberately goes about instilling the values, character and morals that the child needs to be spiritually successful.
b. Parents, you  only have a window of a few years to raise your children. And if you don’t take advantage of that time you won’t raise them instead the street will raise them. They may live under your roof; they may eat your food but they take their orders from somewhere else. 

c. The great preacher, G. Campbell Morgan, came from a family of preachers.  Several of his brothers were preachers as well. One day, he was asked who was the greatest preacher in the family? He answered, “ My MOM, of course.”  What he was saying that my mother was deliberate in how she raised him.
4. Special MOMS come in “3D”. They are discerning, determined and deliberate. But let me give you this warning: that influence on a child’s life is being tested by the world. 

a. Whether you believe it or not motherhood is under attack. Ms. Hillary Clinton would want to tell me it takes a village to raise a child. The devil would want to tell me it takes the street to raise the child. And  the government would want to tell me that they know the best way to raise the child. 
b. But God’s plan, God’s way as I read in His Word is that a mother who is discerning, determined and deliberate is the one He assigned to raise that child. 

Conclusion:

A little boy in an Easter play captures for me how I feel about my mom. This young boy landed the part of Jesus in his play. He was so excited. He was doing well, saying all his lines perfectly until suddenly He forgot the line “I am the Light of the world”. His mother was in the audience and she having practiced the lines with him knew what was to come next. So being a mom, she got out of her seat and went to the front to prompt her child.. He looked at her and she mouthed the words to him, “I am the Light of the World.” The young boy smiled at his mom , he knew he had gotten it so he turns to the audience and said, “My mother is the Light of the World.”
I know my MOM is not the “Light of the World”, my Bible tells me that Jesus is “the Light of the world” but my mom certainly did brighten up my life and I thank God often for the time I had her. She was indeed a MOM in “3D.”

Let us pray!
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