Lost & Found Department #5

The Other Son                                                           Luke 15:28-32


The Introduction

We come to the close of our Lost and Found Department series by looking at the reaction of the older son when the prodigal son returns home.

And what we will discover tonight is that the older son is just as lost as the prodigal son was; the only difference is that the prodigal son was lost a distant away from the father and the older son was lost in the very presence of the father.   

That should not surprise you. Churches have people all the time who attend services regularly out of obligation not out of relationship with the Father. Households have teenagers who live in the house and take up space in the house but want nothing to do with their family or what their family is doing.  

And so let’s see what we learn about the one who lives in the house of the father but is still lost.

Turn with me in your Bibles to:

Luke 15:28-32 (NIV) 
28 "The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 
29 But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 
30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!' 
31 "'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 
32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.'" 

The Body

1. If the older son was not lost then he would have welcomed the younger brother back the same way the Father did.
Look at the Father’s response:

Luke 15:24 (NIV) 
24 For this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.' So they began to celebrate. 
Look at the Son’s response:

Luke 15:28 (NIV) 
28 "The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went out and pleaded with him. 

A. I want you to see a father and son who are on the same page. There is no distance in their relationship.

John 14:10 (NIV) 
10 Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doing his work. 

B. When you and I don’t agree with the Scripture it is like we are lost in the very presence of God. For example, when you have hatred for a brother; you don’t agree with what God says; it is as if you have lost your way.

C. Today, the truth is that if you are disagreeing with God or His Word it is as if you have lost your way.

2. The older son was lost because he really didn’t understand his relationship with his father.
Luke 15:29 (NIV) 
29 But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 
A. The older son says I have been slaving for you and never disobeying any orders. That does not sound like something a son would say; it sounds more like something a slave will say.
B. When we stop picturing God as our Heavenly Father and start thinking of Him as this God of judgment who is out to get us at every fault, what happens is that we lose our way.  
3. The older son was lost because he was living well below his means. It was as if he didn’t belong to that house or that family.
Luke 15:31 (NIV) 
31 "'My son,' the father said, 'you are always with me, and everything I have is yours. 

Luke 15:29 (NIV) 
29 But he answered his father, 'Look! All these years I've been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 
A. The father says to the son “everything I have is yours.” The son says you have never given me a goat so that I can have my friends over to enjoy a meal with me.  It almost sounds like two totally different people that come from two totally different houses.

B.  When we bad mouth about what we don’t have we are just like that son. Our Father says everything that I have is yours; and you are telling people you don’t have.  You know what sounds like to the world: God and I don’t come from the same house.
C. If you don’t have what you need James tells us in his Epistle it is because we did not ask.

James 4:2 (NIV) 
2 … You do not have, because you do not ask God. 
4. The older son was lost because he had no hope to believe that the younger son could have changed. 
Look at what the older son says about  his younger brother

Luke 15:30 (NIV) 
30 But when this son of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you kill the fattened calf for him!' 

Look at what the dad says 
Luke 15:32 (NIV) 
32 But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.'" 

And look what the younger son says about himself 

Luke 15:21 (NIV) 
21 "The son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. I am no longer worthy to be called your son.' 

A. If you don’t have any hope that God can change you or the love one you have know doesn’t know the Lord than you are lost. Because the God I serve as given his children a living hope.

1 Peter 1:3 (NIV) 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
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