Are You Living Like a Free Man Ought to be Living? 
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Introduction
A prisoner confined to a jail cell; locked behind bars may have the desire to live like a person who is free but can’t.  

A person living in a country with a dictator style of government may desire to live like a person who lives free in a democratic country but can’t. His or her life is ruled by the desires and the will of the dictator. 

A person who has signed up to serve his or her country has willingly given up their freedom for the good of the country. They no longer get to do what they want; they are now governed by the will of those in charge- their commanding officers.

So what we see is that some people lose their freedom: some people never had freedom; and some voluntarily lay down their freedom for a greater good.

Today, the writer of Hebrews tells us when it comes to our relationship as Christians to this world our position has to be that we are not going to give up our freedom. We are going to fight to stay free.
Let’s read the passage of Scripture and let’s see the call to stay free as Christians.

Heb 13:5  Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you." 

Heb 13:6  So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?" 

Body

1. If you love money it will feel like worry to your heart and that will steal your freedom.
Heb 13:5  Keep your lives free from the love of money…

A.  God is not telling us that we all need to take the vow of poverty in our life; or enter a monastery so that we will not be influenced by money. God knows that we live in a real world and you need money to pay your utilities; buy your groceries; and put gas in your car.

B. But what God is saying is: don’t let money have more of a dominant place in your life than it needs to have. Use money for what it is; but don’t make it more than what it is. When you do it looks like worry to your heart.

 Mat 6:24  "No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.
Mat 6:25  "Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life…
C. Love of money feels like worry to your heart. You are always worried about stuff. It takes your mind and divides it; you can not enjoy what you have because part of you is worried about getting more stuff and building back the cash.
D. Nor is this a license to do nothing. Because there are other Scriptures that say if you don’t work you don’t eat.

E. It about keeping money in its proper perspective.  Use money but don’t let it control you. If money is in control of your life; it causes you to worry.
2. If you love things, it will feel like discontentment in your heart and that will also steal your freedom.
Heb 13:5… and be content with what you have…

A. God is not telling us that that we can not have nice things in our life. Or that we are to live the simplest of lifestyle like the Quakers of Pennsylvania.

B. But what God is saying is: don’t let things have more of a dominant place in your life than they need to have. Use things for what they are; but don’t make them more than what they are. When you do it looks like discontentment in your heart.

1Co 7:30 … those who buy something, as if it were not theirs to keep; 

1Co 7:31  those who use the things of the world, as if not engrossed in them. For this world in its present form is passing away. 

1Co 7:32  I would like you to be free from concern. 
C. You and I need to build a dispassionate buffer around our heart. Think about it- that is our problem. We get passionate about the new things whether it is the newest cell phone or the newest car or the newest home. And there is the problem; you will never be content because something new will always be showing up in the marketplace. Oh, I just wish that we are as passionate about Jesus as we are things.
3. Why would we have worry and discontentment in our heart if we got Jesus? The answer  is our lack of faith.

Heb 13:5  because God has said, "Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you." 

A. Mat 6:30  If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?
B. So, He answers us by telling us that He will never leave us. That’s great but that is just telling me that He is watching; I don’t necessarily need someone just watching me I need somebody that is going to help me when I stumble and fall..
C. But the second half of the verse tells me it is more than just that. God will never forsake you. God will always stand with you.
Psa 37:23  If the LORD delights in a man's way, he makes his steps firm; 

Psa 37:24  though he stumble, he will not fall, for the LORD upholds him with his hand. 

Psa 37:25  I was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or their children begging bread. 

D. So the question is how will God delight in my ways?  Php 4:6  Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

E. Do you take the times that you are worried and turn them into opportunities to pray to God?  Do you take those times that you are discontented and turn them into opportunities to pray? You learn to do that God will uphold you because He will delight in your steps.

4. We have mastered the principle  if we are confident about  our  future despite having circumstances that say otherwise. 
Heb 13:6  So we say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me?" 
A. How do you feel about your future? If you are a Christian; today is bright; your tomorrow is bright and your future is bright.
B. Do you truly believe that?
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