Life’s Tough Questions?

Why Do I Still Struggle with Sin?        Colossians 3:1-17


The Introduction
I know as a Christian that wants to grow stronger in my relationship with God that I need to do battle against sin.  Honestly, I struggle with sin; I question God as to why does He allows it to be so difficult to defeat sin. Actually, when I think about it; it is a natural question to become my third in the series of Life’s Tough Questions. “Why do I still struggle with Sin?”
I know this by experience; it is difficult to bring any life controlling sin to a dead stop. The person who wakes up one morning and the thing that they struggled with for years is gone ought to be on their hands and knees thanking God. For most of us, it doesn’t happen that way. 

I have learned by experience if I am to defeat sin; I need to remove it and put something else in its place. I know sin does not self destruct or one day just run away from home.  It honkers down; it gets embedded deep with in; and it does not go quietly into the night.

I am in some pretty prominent company when it comes to struggling with sins. Paul gives us an eloquent discussion of how he personally struggles with sins in Romans Chapter 7. Peter all through the time Jesus was with him was finding himself in sinful situations. 

So tonight, why do I still struggle with sin?  

Turn with me in your Bibles to: 

Colossians 3:1-17 (NIV) 
1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 
2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 
3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 
4 When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 
6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 
7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 
8 But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 
9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 
10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 
11 Here there is no Greek or Jew, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 
12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 
17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

I believe that Romans is Paul’s admission of his personal struggle with sin; and Colossians is God’s answer to Paul to defeat those struggles with sin.
The Body

1. I struggle with sin because I am more earthly minded then I am heavenly minded.

Colossians 3:1-2 (NIV) 
1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 
2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 

A. If you know more about what is happening in Pike County MS than you know what is going on in heaven, I can promise you that you struggle with sin. God tells us that we need to know more about heavenly things than we should earthly things.

B. For most of us heaven is an occasional brief visit by prayer. We don’t spend a lot of time in heavenly places.  When we spend more time on earthly things and less in heavenly places; we will struggle with sin. 
2. I struggle with sin because I put to rest some sins but I don’t put them to death.

Colossians 3:5-7 (NIV) 
5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. 
6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 
7 You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. 

A. We are masters at letting our sins rest for a period of time but not putting them to death.  Think about it we can stop a sin for a period of time only to let it rise back up.

B. God tells us to put it to death.  When a sin is put to death it does not rise back up. Only put it to rest and it will come back on you.
3. I struggle with sin because I struggle dealing with people.

Colossians 3:8-9 (NIV) 
8 But now you must rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 
9 Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices 

A. Until I learn to deal with people the way that God Word tells me to deal with people, I will struggle with sin. The truth is sometime people are at the root of my struggle with sin.
B. All those issues that Paul brings up in verses 8 & 9 deal with relationships with people.  Until I learn to love people like Christ does; until I learn to forgive other like Christ forgives me; until I learn to serve others like Christ commands me then I will struggle with sin.  
4. I struggle with sin if I remove it but put nothing spiritual back in its place.
Colossians 3:12-14 (NIV) 
12 Therefore, as God's chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 
13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

A. In the first section of this chapter Paul deals with how to remove sin from your life. Now having successfully removed the sin from your life you have to put something else in its place so that the sin has no where to return to.
B. The principles of AA and NA work because they follow this Godly principle. You remove the addiction and you put God in.  If you put nothing in its place the addiction is sure to return to its place. You fill the void created by the removal of the addiction with God.

5. I struggle with sin because I am not satisfied with my life.
Colossians 3:15-17 (NIV) 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful. 
16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God. 
17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

A.  People who are not satisfied with their life open themselves up to greed and envy.
B. Look at how many times in this passage of Scripture God uses the words “thankful” and “peace”. People who are not thankful and at peace where they are in life struggle with sin.

The Conclusion
I struggle with sin because I have not taking control of the situation. Instead, I have allowed sin to control me.
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