Life Tough Questions Part 5

Why is Forgiving Some One So Unnatural?


The Introduction:
I would say that that in the world we live in today it is more common to find people who are unforgiving rather than forgiving.  For example, we all probably know people, who hang onto their wounds inflicted on them by others; family members that ignite family feuds just when things seem to be settling down, and people who go to great lengths to punish others and in the process punish themselves.  Why?  All to avoid the unnatural act of having to forgive! So, I want to know what is it about forgiving someone that makes it so unnatural; and why would God ask me to do something that is so difficult to do?
As we explore the answers to those questions turn with me in your Bibles to Matthew 18:21-22 (NIV) 
21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, "Lord, how many times shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me? Up to seven times?" 
22 Jesus answered, "I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times. 

The Body

1. God asks me to forgive because it is in the act of forgiving that I look most like my Heavenly Father.
Matthew 6:14-15 (NIV) 
14 For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
15 But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 
A. In going to church, do we look most like our Heavenly Father? No, Matthew 6:1 (NIV) 
1 "Be careful not to do your 'acts of righteousness' before men, to be seen by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

B. In giving to the needy do we look most like our Heavenly Father? No, Matthew 6:2 (NIV) 
2 "So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 

C. In praying do we look most like our Heavenly Father? No, Matthew 6:5 (NIV) 
5 "And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their reward in full. 

D. The one area that you can not fake is forgiving. You either have forgiven or you haven’t. And when we have forgiven we look most like our Heavenly Father. And it is the most difficult thing to do because it does make you look like your Heavenly Father.
2. God ask me to forgive because my unforgiveness will damage my relationship with Him.

Matthew 6:14-15 (NIV) 
14 For if you forgive men when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
15 But if you do not forgive men their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 

A. The unforgiveness doesn’t have to be against God to damage your relationship with Him.  In the verse we just read the implication is that if you have unforgiveness against anyone it will damage your relationship with God. In fact in another verse God tells us leave our gift at the altar, go get things right with the person you have a problem with and then offer your gift to God. 
B. That saddens me because it tells me probably there are people on every row in this church on Sunday morning who have deceived themselves into thinking that they have a good relationship with God but in actuality that relationship is fractured.

3. God ask me to forgive because of the consequences of unforgiveness. Unforgiveness writes people off and forgiveness holds out hope that enemies can be restored back into friends. 
Romans 5:10 (NIV) 
10 For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 

A. Think about it- if you have unforgiveness, you write those people off. You don’t want to see them; you will go out of your way to avoid them; you want nothing to do with them.  But if you can forgive you hold out hope that the relationship can be restored.

B. I am so glad that God did not write us off that He held out hope that that our relationship with Him would be reconciled.

4.  God ask me to forgive because it might just change the other person’s life for good.

A. Remember that Jesus told Peter that he would deny the Lord three times and Peter replied “no way, Lord.” We know what happened Peter did deny the Lord three times.  But I want you to see an interesting verse.

Mark 16:7 (NIV) 
7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, 'He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.'" 

B. Jesus tells the woman to make sure you tell the disciples especially Peter to meet me in Galilee.  Doesn’t that sound like Jesus has forgiven Peter for his failure?

C. And we know what happened as result …Peter’s life was transformed. And he preached at Pentecost and thousands were added to the church. 

D. What allowed that to happen? Forgiveness!
The Conclusion

Now knowing why forgiveness is so unnatural and why God desires that I exercise forgiveness, it naturally leads me to one more question.

Is there someone you need to forgive? If so, then I hope that you will do so tonight.
