Life’s Tough Questions Part 2

Why is Life So Unfair?                                               May 12, 2008


The Introduction:

While visiting tornado-ravaged Macon County Tennessee in February 2008, President Bush stopped to speak to residents affected by the storm and this is what he said to them.

We're sorry you're going through what you're going through. 

You know, life sometimes is unfair, and you don't get to play the hand that you wanted to play.
And the truth be told we can identify with President Bush’s statement that life is sometimes unfair.  It might be that we believe that we are not getting everything that we deserve. We look around at others and we might think that God seems to be blessing them more than He is blessing us.
Remember the parable of the laborers in the field and the master who went to hire workers several times during the day and when the work day was over all the workers were paid the same no matter if they worked one hour or all day. And remember the complaint of those who worked all day. They felt they had a right to be treated fairer than those who worked just 1 hour. 

Our President has told that life is unfair; the Lord Himself has given us a parable in which we might question the fairness of the master, so how do we deal with life being unfair?

Our passage of Scripture to explore this idea is:

John 21:15-24 (NIV) 
15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me more than these?" "Yes, Lord," he said, "you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my lambs." 
16 Again Jesus said, "Simon son of John, do you truly love me?" He answered, "Yes, Lord, you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Take care of my sheep." 
17 The third time he said to him, "Simon son of John, do you love me?" Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, "Do you love me?" He said, "Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you." Jesus said, "Feed my sheep. 
18 I tell you the truth, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will dress you and lead you where you do not want to go." 
19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, "Follow me!" 
20 Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, "Lord, who is going to betray you?") 
21 When Peter saw him, he asked, "Lord, what about him?" 
22 Jesus answered, "If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me."  
23 Because of this, the rumor spread among the brothers that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, "If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?" 
24 This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true. 

The Body

1. I must come to terms with the Sovereign nature of God that He can do whatever He pleases.
John 21:22 (NIV) 
22 Jesus answered, "If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me." 

A. Whatever the Lord wants to do; whatever brings pleasure, God can do. In our passage He told Peter how he was going to die. And then Peter asks what is going to happen to John.  And Jesus’ response is I can do whatever I want to do with John. 
Psalms 115:3 (NIV) 
3 Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him. 

Psalms 135:6 (NIV) 
6 The LORD does whatever pleases him, in the heavens and on the earth, in the seas and all their depths. 

B. God can do whatever He pleases because He has the power to do so. When He tells Peter “If I want him (John) to remain alive until I return,” Jesus has the power to do just that.
C. We saw Him perform miracles, feed multitudes with little to nothing, raise his friend Lazarus from the grave and the ultimate sign of His power raising Himself from the grave. Is there anything too difficult for God to do? The answer is “no”.
D. So, I have no choice but to come to terms with the fact that God can do whatever He pleases even if it seems unfair to me.
2. I have got to learn to accept that God owes me no explanation for His actions.

John 21:20-22 (NIV) 
20 Peter turned and saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who had leaned back against Jesus at the supper and had said, "Lord, who is going to betray you?") 
21 When Peter saw him, he asked, "Lord, what about him?" 
22 Jesus answered, "If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you? You must follow me." 

A. Peter wanted to know if you are going to treat me fairly. If I am going to die this way; what about that disciple John whom you love: “Is he going to die the same way, after all,  that’ s only fair.

B. Notice Jesus’ response: I have the power to do whatever I do; but He is not giving Peter an explanation as to why He is doing what He is doing.

Isaiah 40:13 (NIV) 
13 Who has understood the mind of the LORD, or instructed him as his counselor? 

C. God does not have the need to explain to us His actions whereas you and I have a need to explain our actions especially if someone does not like what we did. We feel compelled to tell them why we did what we did so they will have an understanding of it. Not so with God!  Especially since, even if He told us “why” we would not understand it. That is what Isaiah just told us.
3. There is a benefit to life being unfair and that is it causes me to have to trust God.
John 21:23-24 (NIV) 
23 Because of this, the rumor spread among the brothers that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would not die; he only said, "If I want him to remain alive until I return, what is that to you?" 
24 This is the disciple who testifies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his testimony is true. 

A. In Peter’s defense rather then demanding an answer as to why he will die one way and John might not die, Peter is silent. John does not record any more words that Peter said on this subject. There had to be an element of trust on Peter’s part not to keep that conversation going.
B. Remember when you were going up you aggravated your parent  with the question “why” until you got them to tell you – because I told you so.

C. Peter ask one time; does get the answer He wants; but chooses to trust Go d instead of arguing with Him about  the question “why”.

The Conclusion:

Let’ me give you some life applications based upon what we have just learned.

1. Don’t compare what God does in your life to what He is doing in someone else’s life .He can do what He pleases.

2. Ask the Lord “why”  but if He does not give you an answer don’t dwell on it. He owes you no explanation.

3. When you find that you can not figure out what God is doing , trust Him to be faithful to you. 
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