Let’s Review Where We Have Been

Numbers 33


[image: image1.jpg]


Introduction
God commands Moses to write down the stages of the Israelite journey out of Egypt and through the wilderness.
Numbers 33:1-2 (NIV) 
1 Here are the stages in the journey of the Israelites when they came out of Egypt by divisions under the leadership of Moses and Aaron. 
2 At the LORD's command Moses recorded the stages in their journey. This is their journey by stages: 

First, notice that their departure was in an organized manner. It was not haphazard. It was by divisions. If it is chaotic it is not of God.
Second, notice that t heir journey was in stages. It was not going to last permanently. God brings you and me through stages in our life. We call them seasons. They change just like the Israelite stages change.

Third, notice as study tonight the purpose. It was to preserve what God had done in their life and to solidify their faith for the invasion of Canaan.

The Departure from Egypt

Numbers 33:3-4 (NIV) 
3 The Israelites set out from Rameses on the fifteenth day of the first month, the day after the Passover. They marched out boldly in full view of all the Egyptians, 
4 who were burying all their firstborn, whom the LORD had struck down among them; for the LORD had brought judgment on their gods. 

A. Although they were slaves; they did not leave as slaves. They left boldly. They left like conquerors.

B. We see that the purpose of the ten plagues were to bring judgments on the gods of the Egyptians.

Stage 1 From on Egypt to Mount Sinai (vs.5-15) 
There are forty two journeys in all recorded in Numbers 33.
1. They should have discovered that great difficulties lead to great deliverances.

a. Immediately they are caught in a trap. They got mountains on each side and the Red Sea in front of them and the Egyptians pursuing them as they camped at Pi-Hahiroth. Vs 7 

2. God showed them He would help them to swallow the bitter things that happen to them in life. Vs 8.

a. Remember when they arrived at Marah the water was bitter and showed Moses a tree and after he threw it in the water the water became sweet.
b. In our life as Christians the tree that we have to make bitter things sweet is the cross.

Hebrews 12:2 (NIV) 
2 Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

3. They should have discovered that God hates their grumbling. Over and over in the wilderness they complained about this thing and that thing. Vs 14

Psalms 95:8-9 (NIV) 
8 do not harden your hearts as you did at Meribah, as you did that day at Massah in the desert, 
9 where your fathers tested and tried me, though they had seen what I did. 

4. This portion of the journey took more than 1 year but most of the time was not spent traveling but receiving the law at Mt. Sinai.
Stage 2 From Mount Sinai to the Shores of the Jordan River.

This portion of the journey took some 38 years; not because the distance was long, but because God led them in wandering because of their unbelief.

1. They should have learned to be content with what God gives rather then to insist upon what they wanted. Vs. 16  Kibroth Hattaavah became “graves of greediness”.

Numbers 11:34 (NIV) 
34 Therefore the place was named Kibroth Hattaavah, because there they buried the people who had craved other food. 

2.  They should have learned that the Promises of God should overcome any fears seen by our natural eyes. You see it was right after Kibroth-Hattaavah that the spies went out; came back with their negative report, the people rebelled, and Israel wandered in the desert until this generation died.
Numbers 33:38-39 (NIV) 
38 At the LORD's command Aaron the priest went up Mount Hor, where he died on the first day of the fifth month of the fortieth year after the Israelites came out of Egypt. 
39 Aaron was a hundred and twenty-three years old when he died on Mount Hor. 

3. Some people just need to give their whole life to serving God because that seems to be the only way for them to stay obedient. Aaron really wasn’t a very good follower of the Lord until the Lord placed him into full time ministry as the chief priest. And then it seemed that he was a faithful follower of God. 
Numbers 33:40 (NIV) 
40 The Canaanite king of Arad, who lived in the Negev of Canaan, heard that the Israelites were coming. 

4.God protects us from our enemies. The Canaanites came against Israel and they were destroyed.

Stage 3 From Mount Hor to plains of Moab  

Numbers 33:47 (NIV) 
47 They left Almon Diblathaim and camped in the mountains of Abarim, near Nebo. 

1. We need to learn that we may petition God to change His mind but sometimes it still remains “no”. It was here that Moses got to peek at the Promised Land but not able to go in.

Numbers 33:51-52 (NIV) 
51 "Speak to the Israelites and say to them: 'When you cross the Jordan into Canaan, 
52 drive out all the inhabitants of the land before you. Destroy all their carved images and their cast idols, and demolish all their high places. 

Numbers 33:55 (NIV) 
55 "'But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the land, those you allow to remain will become barbs in your eyes and thorns in your sides. They will give you trouble in the land where you will live. 

2. We learn the consequences of compromise. 
Conclusion

By writing down the stages we see over and over God’s faithfulness and man’s sinfulness.  
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