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Introduction:

In 1991 a survey was done by a group of researchers operating out of the University of Chicago.  They asked seven questions of people they surveyed and one of those questions was: “Do you definitely believe in hell?”

They concluded that the United States has the highest number of people believing in a hell as compared to other nations in the world but it was only 49.6% of the people living in the US believed in hell. Next was Northern Ireland with 47.9%. The lowest nation was East Germany with only 2.6% of their people believing in hell.

I want to tell you that hell is a real place. Jesus told us about hell when He talked about the rich man and Lazarus. He didn’t tell us this was a parable; when Jesus was talking about hell, He knew that He was talking about a real place. He spoke about hell 53 times during His ministry on earth. In fact, He spoke more about hell then He did about heaven.
And I believe that the present day church can learn some lessons from hell.

Luke 16:19-31 (NIV) 
19 "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 
20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 
21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 
22 "The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. 
23 In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 
24 So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' 
25 "But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 
26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.' 
27 "He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, 
28 for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.' 
29 "Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.' 
30 "'No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.' 
31 "He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'" 

Body

1.  The Church needs a strong conviction about hell being a real place.

Luke 16:23-24 (NIV) 
23 In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 
24 So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' 

A. No one in hell is going to debate whether hell is a real place or not. No one in hell is going to debate if this story of hell is a parable or a factual story. One hundred (100%) of those people in hell know it is a real place. 
B. But yet it is one of those subjects that preachers don’t preach that much about.  A survey of evangelical seminary students reveals that nearly half, 46%, felt preaching about hell to unbelievers is in “poor taste.”

 C. William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army said this, “If I had my way, I would not send my missionaries to seminary to be trained in theology. If I had my way, I would have all of them spend five minutes in hell. After they have been in hell five minutes, I believe they would be motivated and moved to go out into the streets and highways and byways and warn people of the place called hell.”  
D. The church needs to take a stronger stand on the reality of hell.
2. The Church needs to hear the cries of those who are hurting.  
Luke 16:24 (NIV) 
24 So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' 

A. What I think is neat about this story is that Father Abraham hears the rich man’s cries and though he can not do anything about them, he does answer the rich man.

B. The church today hears the cries of people who are hurting and we chose to ignore their cries.

C. Abraham could not do something about the rich man’s cries but the church today can do something about the cries of those who are hurting. And it is terrible that we choose to ignore them.

3. The Church needs to be moved to action by people’s hurts.
Luke 16:27-28 (NIV) 
27 "He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, 
28 for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.' 

A. We call it compassion. It is the idea that we are moved to action on the part of somebody else’s situation.

B. The rich man in hell is in torment and pain. He is dying for something just to wet his tongue. But even in his pain, he takes his eyes off of himself and is moved to compassion toward his family.

C. Some churches don’t take their eyes off themselves- they keep looking inward – and thereby refuse to allow themselves to be moved with compassion.
D. Some church members don’t take their eyes off of themselves long enough to be moved with compassion toward someone who is hurting.

4. The Church needs to be moved to go and tell the Good News.

Luke 16:27-28 (NIV) 
27 "He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, 
28 for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.' 

A. The responsibility to tell others about Jesus rest squarely upon our shoulders. If we don’t tell the Good News then they won’t hear and the end result is that they might spend eternity in hell because we didn’t do what we need to do.
B. Know what is an awesome thought! The people in hell are praying that you will tell their family members the Good News of the Gospel.

5. The church needs to believe that God in the business of healing broken lives.
Luke 16:30-31 (NIV) 
30 "'No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.' 
31 "He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'" 

A. Here in our story is a person in hell arguing with Abraham about an issue of faith. He tells Abraham to send someone from the dead and my family will believe.

B. The church needs that kind of belief that God can do something great.  The church needs to believe that God is in the process of healing lives.

C. Do you have that type of confidence in God today that He can change lives including your own?

Conclusion:

The church can learn some lessons from hell.   
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