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Introduction:

I believe that you never stop learning no matter how old you get. In fact, you can learn something new ever day of your life. And I believe that some of the best things that you can learn come from the most unusual places.  Places that you don’t expect to learn anything from sometimes become those exact places you learn the most from.

I don’t think that today’s church would expect it but I believe that it can learn a lot from hell. I believe that today’s church doesn’t want to talk about hell because it is an unpopular subject and it makes people feel uncomfortable.
But I got to preach about hell because Jesus preached about hell. In Jesus’ very first sermon recorded, He preached about hell. In His sermons leading up to death He was still preaching about hell.  In fact, He spoke about hell on 53 times different occasions during His earthly ministry.  That means that He spoke more about hell then He did about heaven.

In one of those sermons, He told us about a rich man and Lazarus. Some would want to argue this is a parable but Jesus typically told us before the telling the story if it was a parable. He never describes this story as a parable. This is a real live event that occurred in a real place that Jesus is telling us about.

In this story the rich man went to hell; and the beggar went to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man went to hell not because he was rich on earth; and the poor man didn’t go to Abraham’s bosom because He was poor on earth. Every person goes either to heaven or hell based upon their relationship with God. Their destination, heaven or hell, is determined by whether or not they have accepted God’s salvation as a gift by faith.

Today, we want to focus on the rich man who went to hell; what he experienced; what he said; and what we can learn from him. The church needs to pay close attention because today’s church can learn some lessons from hell. 

Turn with me in your Bibles to Luke 16:19-31.

Luke 16:19-31 (NIV) 
19 "There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every day. 
20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 
21 and longing to eat what fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 
22 "The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried. 
23 In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 
24 So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' 
25 "But Abraham replied, 'Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 
26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, so that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.' 
27 "He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, 
28 for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.' 
29 "Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.' 
30 "'No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.' 
31 "He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'" 
Body:

1.  Hell can teach today’s church that it is a real place with torment and pain.
23 In hell, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 


A. Today, church wants to argue about where or not hell is a real place. In 1991 a survey was done by a group of researchers operating out of the University of Chicago.  They asked seven questions of people they surveyed and one of those questions was: “Do you definitely believe in hell?”

They concluded that the United States has the highest number of people believing in a hell as compared to other nations in the world but it was only 49.6% of the people living in the US believed in hell. Next was Northern Ireland with 47.9%. The lowest nation was East Germany with only 2.6% of their people believing in hell.

Don’t gloat too long that we might be the most spiritual nation in the world because only one half of 1% of Americans believe that they will end up in hell. Something is amiss because the Bible says broad is the way to hell and many travel that road and narrow is the way to heaven and only few travel that road.

B. No one in hell is going to debate whether hell is a real place or not. The rich man didn’t argue the certainty of hell. It just says: “in hell, where he was in torment, he looked up.” No one in hell is going to debate if the story of the rich man and Lazarus is a parable or a factual story. One hundred (100%) percent, every man, every woman in hell knows hell is a real place. 
C. Hell has a stronger conviction about it being a real place than the church of Jesus Christ has. If we really believed hell is a real place then we probably would have more preachers preaching about hell. Instead, we have 46% of seminary students in today’s seminaries believing that teaching about hell to unbelievers or to the church is in “poor taste.”

D. I like what William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army said, “If I had my way, I would not send my missionaries to seminary to be trained in theology. If I had my way, I would have all of them spend five minutes in hell. After they have been in hell five minutes, I believe they would be motivated and moved to go out into the streets and highways and byways and warn people of the place called hell.”  
E. The church needs to learn a lesson from hell and take a stronger stand on the reality of hell. How are we going to be motivated to win people to Jesus Christ if we don’t believe that there is a place that people need to escape from? 
2. Hell can teach today’s church that people are hurting all around us.  
24 So he called to him, 'Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.' 

A. Father Abraham hears the rich man’s cries and though he can not do anything about them, he does at least answer the rich man.

B. The church today can do something about the cries of the people who are hurting around them and we chose to ignore their cries.

C. Do you know that there are people right here in your church family who are hurting? Deborah Smith is in the hospital in Atlanta about ready to have her third or fourth surgery and she is hurting; Bobby Sterling and Pat Schmidt are hurting from the ravening affects of cancer; they are both hurting. I would not want to embarrass anyone by listing all the people who are emotional hurting in this church this morning but probably the person next to you is hurting in some way.
D. It is like when we come to church we put blinders on. We don’t want to see anybody else’s hurt and pain. I just want to make it through this hour and get out of here having checked off that I meet my obligation this week.

E. I haven’t even opened the doors of this church and told you about the people in this community who are hurting. All around us are people who are hurting.

F. It is a shame that it takes hell to remind us that people all around us are hurting.  

3. Hell can teach today’s church that it needs to be moved to action.
27 "He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, 
28 for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.' 

A. We call it compassion. It is probably as unpopular as preaching about hell is. It is the idea that we are moved to action on the part of somebody else’s situation.

B. The rich man in hell is in torment and pain. He is hurting and he just needs for someone just to wet his tongue with their finger. But even in his pain, he takes his eyes off of himself and is moved to compassion toward his five brothers.

C. Some churches don’t ever take their eyes off themselves- they keep looking inward – and thereby refuse to allow themselves to be moved with compassion.
D. Some people don’t take their eyes off of themselves and thereby refuse to allow themselves to be moved to compassion for some one else.
E. Do you ever think about it? Someone else may be hurting just as bad as you are hurting this morning. Can you do something about? Probably so!
F. If we are moved with compassion that visitor who enters this church for the every time should be so warmly greeted that they feel right at home. For all we know they may be hurting and this might be their last chance at trying God, trying church.
G. If we are moved with compassion if I am the reason that someone is hurting today I would do all that I can do to ask forgiveness and try to restore that relationship.
H. It is a shame that today’s church needs hell to teach us about compassion. 

4. Hell can teach today’s church that we need to be moved to go and tell the Good News.

27 "He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, 
28 for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.' 

A.  It is the rich man in hell telling Abraham to send somebody to go tell the God News to his five brothers. Isn’t that interesting that the person in hell has a greater desire to see someone saved then today’s church has. It may well be that the people in hell are praying for you today to be bold enough to go their family about Jesus before it is too late.
B. The people in hell know that the responsibility to tell others about Jesus rest squarely upon the Church. If we don’t tell the Good News then they won’t hear and the end result is that they might spend eternity in hell because we didn’t do what we need to do.
B. Hell can teach us about the urgency of telling the Good News because we certainly don’t see the urgency.
5. Hell can teach today’s church about faith.
30 "'No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.' 
31 "He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'" 

A. The rich man in hell is arguing with Abraham about an issue of faith. He tells Abraham to send someone from the dead and my family will believe. And Abraham is saying no they aren’t going to believe when they had Moses and the prophets telling them.
B. The church needs to have the kind of faith that person in hell exhibited. That kind of faith that believes God can do something great if only God’s people would make themselves available.  
C. That rich man in hell had confidence that if someone would tell his brothers they would believe. Do we have that kind of faith? Do we believe that God can do the impossible in your life? We need hells type of faith.
D. Hell can teach the church today something about faith.

Conclusion:

Our community needs a church that believes in a place called hell; our community needs a church whose hearts and lives are on fire for God and feel that burden to tell others about Jesus so they might not end up in hell. Our community needs a church that believes that God can saved the wicked person in this community.
The reality is that some of us have friends and relatives who are going to end up in hell and ultimately in the Lake of Fire unless someone cares enough to pray for their souls and have the courage to tell them about Jesus.

Will you be the one?  I invite you to the altar today to pray.
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