Lessons Taught Me from the Most Unlikely Teachers Part

Matthew 1:18-25

When Life Throws You a Curve
Introduction

We have been studying the unlikely teachers of the Bible. We have looked at a thief, a prostitute, a tax collector, an invalid, a crippled grandchild of a king, and a Pharisee.

Tonight, Joseph, the father of Jesus joins our elite group of unlikely teachers because he takes up an insignificant amount of Scripture. We are simply not told that much about the life of Joseph.  

He starts off with such a crucial role in the events surrounding Jesus’ birth that you would have anticipated that he would be a major player in Jesus’ story. But except for a short scene when Jesus was twelve years old, the Scripture become silent about Joseph.

So that being said, I believe what the Scripture has to say about Joseph must be really important and we are to take very careful note of it.

And what sticks out to me about Joseph’s life situation, is that life threw him three curves.  But you know what life throws us curves too.
Curve # 1 -Everything was well with Mary and Joseph; they were engaged to be married; but then suddenly Mary turns up pregnant by none other than the Holy Spirit of God. Talk about throwing a curve to your life!

Let’s look at that Scripture.

Matthew 1:18-21 (NIV) 
18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 
19 Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly. 
20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 
21 She will give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will save his people from their sins." 

 Curve # 2- Joseph went to Bethlehem with Mary to register for the census and it was during that time- that the time came for the baby to be born- and Joseph could find no better place for his wife to give birth than a stable. I am sure that is not where he planned his first child to be born. Life has thrown him another curve. 

Let’s read that Scripture.

Luke 2:4-7 (NIV) 
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 
5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 
6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 
7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

Curve # 3- Joseph, Mary and Jesus were peacefully living in Bethlehem not bothering anyone when an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph and told him to leave his home, his homeland and live in the land of Egypt until the death of Herod. That was another curve thrown at him that shook up his family life. It was not something that he was anticipating.

Let’s read that Scripture.
Matthew 2:13-15 (NIV) 
13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. "Get up," he said, "take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him." 
14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 
15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: "Out of Egypt I called my son." 

And so how does Joseph handle the curves? Maybe that’s the way we should handle them in our life.

Body:

With curve #1 we see that sometimes we are caught having to decide between what God says is the answer and what the world would tell us is the answer.

Matthew 1:18-19 (NIV) 
18 This is how the birth of Jesus Christ came about: His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit. 
19 Because Joseph her husband was a righteous man and did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her quietly.
A. Sometimes it is hard to accept God’s answer as the right answer because it stretches our faith further than we like to stretch our faith. I am certain this explanation had to stretch Joseph’s faith. Think about it, it would take a whole lot of faith to believe that Mary got pregnant by the Holy Spirit of God. 
B. Here is the interesting thing, when life throws us a curve the world always responses with an easy fix. But easy fixes are not always the best fix. Mary’s pregnant, get a divorce.

C. You had a bad day, grab a drink or two and numb your senses so you don’t have to deal with it. Things get hard at work or at home or at school, so bail out. You don’t need to put yourself through hard times.
D. And another example would be it is easier for us to attempt to work out our problems than have to wait upon God to solve our problems.
E. When life throws us a curve do we get busy trying to fix it or do we trust God ands wait on Him to do it? Joseph waited and trusted God.

Matthew 1:24 (NIV) 
24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded him and took Mary home as his wife. 

With curve 2 we see that life sometimes boxes us into a corner with no way out. But there is no reason to get frustrated because God is in charge of the situation.
Luke 2:7 (NIV) 
7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

A. Joseph was boxed in. His wife is able to deliver the baby but there is no inn that they can stay in. The only place available for them is some old smelly animal stable.

B. It would have been so easy to throw up his hands and get frustrated at God because this is not how Joseph pictured it should be.

C. But the truth be told sometimes God puts us in those boxed in places where we have little wiggle room. Those are God’s teaching times.

D. And when that happens we need to see the signs from God that this is exactly the place we need to be.

E. Joseph got one of those signs from the shepherds who visited the stable.

Luke 2:8-16 (NIV) 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 
9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 
10 But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 
12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger." 
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 
14 "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests." 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about." 
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 

F. I am sure that the shepherds told Mary and Joseph the story and that would have been confirmation that they were exactly where God wanted them to be. 

With curve # 3 we see the absence of any anger. You and I as Christian are not to get angry when life throws us a curve.

Matthew 2:14-15 (NIV) 
14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for Egypt, 
15 where he stayed until the death of Herod…

A. Joseph could have easily gotten angry. After all, he was a carpenter by trade. He couldn’t possibly pack up his workshop in a couple hours plus pack everything else that the family would need for an extended stay in Egypt. He had to most assuredly leave a number of things behind. And most of us would have gotten angry at the situation that he was put in. It is easy to get angry when you are being rushed.
B. Instead Joseph chose obedience over anger. The Scripture says he got up, packed up and left. Not a single word about him being angry or throwing things around as he is packing up his family.
C. Life throws you a curve- do you get anger or do you just deal with it? 

Conclusion
Next time life throws you a curve, are you going to be ready for it?
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