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Learning about Life’s Turn of Events
I. Introduction
Tonight we turn to the Old Testament to discover our next unlikely teacher. His name Me phi bo sheth. Just out of curiosity does anybody know who this person is? Well, he is the son of Jonathan and the grandson of King Saul.

As our story begins in 2 Samuel 4:4 this young boy is 5 years old when word comes to his nurse that both his father and grandfather have been killed.  The nurse is order to protect the young boy prepares to flee and as she hurried to leave she drops him causing him to break both his ankles and become lame for life.
Let’s read the Scripture in 2 Samuel 4:4.

2 Samuel 4:4 (NIV) 
4 (Jonathan son of Saul had a son who was lame in both feet. He was five years old when the news about Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel. His nurse picked him up and fled, but as she hurried to leave, he fell and became crippled. His name was Mephibosheth.) 

So let’s see what we can learn about life’s turn of events from this story.

II. Body

A. We need to be spiritually prepared for life’s turn of events because they can occur within an instance.

1. When this young boy woke up that day he was the grandson of the King of Israel. Talk about being in the right place.  He probably was in the best position of anybody in all Israel.  (We all know how any grandpa loves their grandbaby; and to be grandbaby to the king- what a privileged that had to be.) 
2. But then comes the turn of events,  his grandfather and father are both killed, his nurse drops him breaks both his ankles and he becomes lame and he ends up living in a place called Lo Debar which means “the waste land.” It was a place of paupers.
3. So he went from one day living in the king’s palace to a life like a pauper. But that happen to you and I too. Adam and Eve went from living in the most perfect of Gardens (the Garden of Eden) to being cast out of the Garden and separated from God.
4. Talk about life’s turn of events. Let me assure you they do happen. And when events turn against you not that many people are genuinely concerned. Notice it is parenthesis. It is just and added thought not a big deal except to Mephibosheth.
B. Just because life events might have turned against me does not mean that God has forgotten me.
2 Samuel 9:1 (NIV) 
1 David asked, "Is there anyone still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show kindness for Jonathan's sake?" 
1. Enter David, the most unlikely person to show this person kindness because lame or not he is a threat to David’s throne. He is still part of Saul’s line. And the normal procedure of kings in that region was: you take power as King and you killed all who were of the previous blood line to prevent an overthrow.

2. But the interesting thing about this word in the Hebrews is that it is not David’s kindness but God’s kindness. David was not going to show kindness for David’s sake, He was going to show kindness for God’s sake. 
3. And in fact, in verse 3 when he asked the question of the servant of Saul, David uses the word “God kindness.”

2 Samuel 9:3 (NIV) 
3 The king asked, "Is there no one still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show God's kindness?" Ziba answered the king, "There is still a son of Jonathan; he is crippled in both feet." 
4. What this tells me is that God didn’t forget this young man, he remembered him in the midst of life turning events.

5. It tells us in the mist of our life turning events God does not forget us either.
6. And it teaches me that I am to show love for people for God’s sake and not for people’s sake. In other words, God needs to be my motivator for love.
C. When God shows us kindness He never holds anything back.

2 Samuel 9:7-10 (NIV) 
7 "Don't be afraid," David said to him, "for I will surely show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at my table." 
8 Mephibosheth bowed down and said, "What is your servant, that you should notice a dead dog like me?" 
9 Then the king summoned Ziba, Saul's servant, and said to him, "I have given your master's grandson everything that belonged to Saul and his family. 
10 You and your sons and your servants are to farm the land for him and bring in the crops, so that your master's grandson may be provided for. And Mephibosheth, grandson of your master, will always eat at my table." (Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.) 

1. First, thing David does is restore all of Saul’s land to him; secondly, he is eat at the king’s table just like one of his children. And third, he gets Saul servants to go back and work for Mephiboseth just as if Saul was still alive.
2. He restored it all. That is the kind of kindness God has. Didn’t God do the same thing in the case of Job? And doesn’t He restore us to where he was prior to the fall.
D. You look at something through man’s eyes you will always see the baggage a person carries. You look at something through God’s eyes you never will see the baggage; you will only see the person.

2 Samuel 9:3 (NIV) 
3 The king asked, "Is there no one still left of the house of Saul to whom I can show God's kindness?" Ziba answered the king, "There is still a son of Jonathan; he is crippled in both feet." 

2 Samuel 9:6-7 (NIV) 
6 When Mephibosheth son of Jonathan, the son of Saul, came to David, he bowed down to pay him honor. David said, "Mephibosheth!" "Your servant," he replied. 
7 "Don't be afraid," David said to him, "for I will surely show you kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan. I will restore to you all the land that belonged to your grandfather Saul, and you will always eat at my table." 

1. I want you to see how Ziba describes him.  David asked: is there anyone from Saul’s family still living?  He tells him of Mephiboseth but then he has to add he is crippled in both feet.

2. But notice there is something different about David. He is showing God’s kindness and he doesn’t see the cripple. David never mentions anything about his handicap.

3. I want you to see how beaten down Mephiboseth is by people who have made him carry his baggage.

2 Samuel 9:8 (NIV) 
8 Mephibosheth bowed down and said, "What is your servant, that you should notice a dead dog like me?" 

4. I wonder if we are guilt of beating someone down. Oh, there goes so and so her children don’t get along with her.  Oh, there goes so and he got fired once for stealing.

5. God does not do that to us and we should not do it to each other.
E. God is willing to accept the risk of showing love even if it could possibly be turned against Him. 
2 Samuel 9:12-13 (NIV) 
12 Mephibosheth had a young son named Mica, and all the members of Ziba's household were servants of Mephibosheth. 
13 And Mephibosheth lived in Jerusalem, because he always ate at the king's table, and he was crippled in both feet. 
1. Mephiboseth now has a healthy son- a genuine threat to David’s throne. This great grandson of Saul has royal blood. But David still allows Mephiboseth to eat at the table. 

2. Why? Because God’s love takes the risk. God’s love took the risk on you and me.
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