Just what is it going to take to change my heart?
Exodus 15-17


Introduction

Do you know what February 2nd is? It is Groundhog’s Day! There was a movie made in 1993 about Groundhog’s Day called Groundhog Day that started Bill Murray who was covering where or not the groundhog saw his shadow. This was his fourth year to cover this story, and he made no effort to hide his frustration that such a story was a waste of his time. On awaking the 'following' day he discovers that it's Groundhog Day again, and again, and again. As he kept waking up on the same day over and over he comes to the realization that he is doomed to spend the rest of life in the same place, seeing the same people doing the same thing every day. 
Basically, it was a story about a life stuck on a certain day. Everyday he woke up, he woke up to the same old same old. There was no change in his life. I tell you this story because the story about the Israelites is a story about “no change”. Oh, their days changed and God did great things in their life changed but there heart never changed. No matter what God did for them their heart never changed.

It made me think about my heart and how stubborn it can be at times; and what is it going to take to change it. So I started looking at Exodus 15-17 from that point of view and I want to share with you some things that I discovered.

Body

1. It is going to take more than a supernatural deliverance for some of us to change our hearts.
Exodus 15:19-21 (NIV) 
19 When Pharaoh's horses, chariots and horsemen went into the sea, the LORD brought the waters of the sea back over them, but the Israelites walked through the sea on dry ground. 
20 Then Miriam the prophetess, Aaron's sister, took a tambourine in her hand, and all the women followed her, with tambourines and dancing. 
21 Miriam sang to them: "Sing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted. The horse and its rider he has hurled into the sea." 

A. What is so interesting to me is that Pharaoh and his army sees this supernatural event occurring: the sea is parted on both sides and the Israelites are going across on dry land and they still enter the Red Sea in pursuit. Isn’t there got to be a point where Pharaoh says that the God of the Israelites is more powerful than us or our gods? What it shows me is that it was going to take more than a supernatural deliverance of the Israelites to change the heart of Pharaoh and his army.
B. It is interesting to me that all of Egypt saw the miracles God performed during the first nine plagues and so it bothers me that Egyptians must have seen the blood being put on the door post and lintels of the Israelite homes and yet they did not attempt to duplicate it to avoid the tenth plague. What it tells me that it is going to take more than a supernatural event for some people to change their heart.

Exodus 12:30 (NIV) 
30 Pharaoh and all his officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house without someone dead. 

C. Then there is Judas in the New Testament. One of Jesus’ own disciples. He was with Jesus all the time. He saw the miracle of feeding the 5,000 with a few loaves of bread and a few fish; he saw Jesus raise Lazarus from the dead and he saw healing miracle after healing miracle. And yet he never changed his heart.
D. I sure hope that if God has done a supernatural miracle in your life it has changed your heart but the truth be told that a lot of people don’t change just because God has done something supernatural in their life.

2. It is going to take more than praising God for a victory that He has won in our lives for some of us to change our hearts.

Exodus 15:1-3 (NIV) 
1 Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the LORD: "I will sing to the LORD, for he is highly exalted. The horse and its rider he has hurled into the sea. 
2 The LORD is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. He is my God, and I will praise him, my father's God, and I will exalt him. 
3 The LORD is a warrior; the LORD is his name. 

Exodus 15:22-24 (NIV) 
22 Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea and they went into the Desert of Shur. For three days they traveled in the desert without finding water. 
23 When they came to Marah, they could not drink its water because it was bitter. (That is why the place is called Marah.) 
24 So the people grumbled against Moses, saying, "What are we to drink?" 

A. We pick up in Exodus 15 with the Israelites praising God and saying that He is their salvation; and He is their strength and that He is their God. Three days later they are complaining because they have no water to drink. It is like God has never done anything for them. They have forgotten all that He has done and they have forgotten all that they have promised to God. Did their hearts change? No! Despite just praising God three days earlier their hearts did not change. They were back grumbling again.

B. The circumstances have changed: there is no enemy pursing them but now there is no water. They are no longer at the Red Sea but now they are at the bitter pool of Marah. Their circumstances have indeed changed but their heart certainly hasn’t changed.

C. It tells me that you can praise God all you want but that doesn’t guarantee that your heart will be changed. You can sing victory song after victory song but that is no guarantee that your heart has changed. You can go to church all you want- every time the doors are open but that doesn’t guarantee that your heart will be changed.

D. The truth be told that it is when you come off the mountain top, when you leave church, and go back to life as normal is where you can tell if your heart has changed.  If your life goes back to the same old-same old; if there has been no change in how you live then there has been no heart change.  Despite God doing some great deliverance in your life, your heart still might not be changed.   
3. It is going to take more than God meeting our day to day needs for some of us to change our hearts.
Exodus 15:23-25 (NIV) 
23 When they came to Marah, they could not drink its water because it was bitter. (That is why the place is called Marah.) 
24 So the people grumbled against Moses, saying, "What are we to drink?" 
25 Then Moses cried out to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a piece of wood. He threw it into the water, and the water became sweet… 

Exodus 16:3 (NIV) 
3 The Israelites said to them, "If only we had died by the LORD's hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to starve this entire assembly to death." 

A. The Israelites were thirsty and God meet their need by turning the bitter waters at Marah sweet so they could drink to their hearts content.  If you saw God meet a basic need in your life such as giving you water when you are thirsty you would think that would be enough for you to change your heart. But for some of us it isn’t enough.

B. In Chapter 16, the people are now complaining because they have no food to eat. Did their hearts change after God met their need for water? No because now they are complaining to God about no food. It would seem to me if your heart had really changed that it would not be hard for you or me to believe that the God who can give us water to drink is also the same God who can give us food to eat. Their complaining tells me that their heart hasn’t changed.
C. I wonder how many of us in this room God has taken care of our financial needs and we haven’t changed our heart to Him. I wonder how many of us in this room God has provided for us a job during this economic recession and yet we still haven’t changed our heart toward God. I wonder how many of us will have a nice meal on the table this afternoon and yet we have not changed our heart toward God. Sometimes it takes more than God meeting our needs for us to change our heart.

4.  It is going to take more than seeing God’s hand all over a situation for some people to change their hearts.

Exodus 16:10-12 (NIV) 
10 While Aaron was speaking to the whole Israelite community, they looked toward the desert, and there was the glory of the LORD appearing in the cloud. 
11 The LORD said to Moses, 
12 "I have heard the grumbling of the Israelites. Tell them, 'At twilight you will eat meat, and in the morning you will be filled with bread. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God.'" 

Exodus 17:1-3 (NIV) 
1 The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from place to place as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the people to drink. 
2 So they quarreled with Moses and said, "Give us water to drink." Moses replied, "Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the LORD to the test?" 
3 But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. They said, "Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children and livestock die of thirst?" 

A. All the Israelites see the glory of the Lord appear in the desert. And then God tells Moses that they will eat meat at night and bread in the morning. And that very evening quail appear. You would think that seeing God’s glory and seeing God’s hand all over a situation would be enough for us to change our hearts but for some it will not be enough to change their hearts.

B. Because we see in the verse next chapter 17 that they are complaining to God because they have no water. Did the Israelites hearts change because they saw the glory of the Lord and He did exactly like He said? No, for some of all it is going to take more than seeing God’s hand all over a situation to change our hearts. 
C. In our church, we have seen God’s hand all over Ms. Pat’s life; has it been enough to change our hearts? In our church, we have seen God’s hand all over Richard keeping him drug free, calling him into ministry and finding him a wife; has it been enough to change your hearts?

5. It is going to take more than God fighting our battles for some of us to change our hearts.

Exodus 17:11-13 (NIV) 
11 As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning. 
12 When Moses' hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up--one on one side, one on the other--so that his hands remained steady till sunset. 
13 So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army with the sword. 

A. As long as Moses held up his hands the Israelites were winning the battle and when Moses would put his hands down the Amalekites were winning. From that you would conclude that God is fighting the battle for the Israelites. And if you knew that God was fighting your battle for you would that be enough to change your heart? You would think so but it wasn’t enough for the Israelites because we know the story that they keep complaining about Moses, Aaron and God.
Conclusion

So what is it going to take to change some peoples heart if supernatural deliverance won’t change your heart; or praising God for victory won’t change your heart; or God meeting your needs won’t change your heart; or seeing God’s hands all over a situation won’t change your heart; or God fighting your battles won’t change your heart.

God tells us the answer in Exodus 15:26 (NIV) 
26 He said, "If you listen carefully to the voice of the LORD your God and do what is right in his eyes, if you pay attention to his commands and keep all his decrees, I will not bring on you any of the diseases I brought on the Egyptians, for I am the LORD, who heals you." 

It can be summed up in five words: surrender your heart to God. Until you surrender your heart to God no matter what God does, it will not be enough to change your heart.

Let us pray!
Dr. Dave M. Hartson
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