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Just Wait to God Had Enough
Introduction:
Today, it may be a week late, but we honor you moms and thank you for all that you do and all that you have done to make us the people that we are.

 And as I was reflecting on my mom this week, my mind went back to the way that she disciplined me as a child when I messed up. And, yes, it may be hard for you to believe but I did mess up as a child.

And as I was thinking about my mom I begin to realize that there are three types of moms in the world. First, there are those moms who let everything slide. They think to themselves, “Little Johnnie does nothing wrong” and as a child you quickly learn that you can get away with murder. And then there are those moms that when you mess up, they can discipline you right there on the spot- whether you are in a public place or at home. They can extract their pound of flesh at a moment’s notice. And finally there are those moms like my mom who would tell you “just wait to your dad gets home.” That was my mom- a just wait to your dad gets home type of momma.  And a memory – I can’t remember a time that she forgot to tell my father of my misdoings. And you know the rest of the story; he took care of business right then and there.
And all these thoughts about discipline made me ask the question to myself: “What is God’s style of discipline? Does He look the other way; does He carry out the discipline the moment the offense has occurred; does He allow someone else to carry out the discipline for Him; or is there something else unique about how God disciplines me?
And what I discovered is: God waits until He has had enough and then God’s respond is perfectly measured to fit my offense. Let’s look at it from God’s Holy Word. Please stand as we read together:
1 Samuel 4:1-11(NIV) 
1 And Samuel's word came to all Israel. Now the Israelites went out to fight against the Philistines. The Israelites camped at Ebenezer, and the Philistines at Aphek. 
2 The Philistines deployed their forces to meet Israel, and as the battle spread, Israel was defeated by the Philistines, who killed about four thousand of them on the battlefield. 
3 When the soldiers returned to camp, the elders of Israel asked, "Why did the LORD bring defeat upon us today before the Philistines? Let us bring the ark of the LORD's covenant from Shiloh, so that it may go with us and save us from the hand of our enemies." 
4 So the people sent men to Shiloh, and they brought back the ark of the covenant of the LORD Almighty, who is enthroned between the cherubim. And Eli's two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the covenant of God. 
5 When the ark of the LORD's covenant came into the camp, all Israel raised such a great shout that the ground shook. 
6 Hearing the uproar, the Philistines asked, "What's all this shouting in the Hebrew camp?" When they learned that the ark of the LORD had come into the camp, 
7 the Philistines were afraid. "A god has come into the camp," they said. "We're in trouble! Nothing like this has happened before. 
8 Woe to us! Who will deliver us from the hand of these mighty gods? They are the gods who struck the Egyptians with all kinds of plagues in the desert. 
9 Be strong, Philistines! Be men, or you will be subject to the Hebrews, as they have been to you. Be men, and fight!" 
10 So the Philistines fought, and the Israelites were defeated and every man fled to his tent. The slaughter was very great; Israel lost thirty thousand foot soldiers. 
11 The ark of God was captured, and Eli's two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, died. 

1.  I need to know when God is disciplining me otherwise the disciple will continue until He has finally gotten my attention. 
A. The Israelites went to battle against the Philistines and they were soundly defeated- four thousand men died. The soldiers who survived the battle came back into the camp beat up and rattled from the defeat and the loss of their family and friends. The elders in the camp out of grave concern asked the right question. "Why did the LORD bring defeat upon us today before the Philistines?  
B. It certainly was the right question- why did this happen to us? But they don’t wait for God to answer it; they answered it themselves. They reasoned: it was because we didn’t have the Ark of the Covenant with us.  Let’s go back home, get the Ark, bring it into battle and we will surely win.

C.  The problem wasn’t the absence of the Ark. The problem was them, the Israelites. They had sin in their lives and they had abandoned God and He had had enough and was disciplining them. We know that because of the Scriptures. Let me read you from:                                                                                          Psalms 78:56-62 (NIV) 
56 But they put God to the test and rebelled against the Most High; they did not keep his statutes. 
57 Like their fathers they were disloyal and faithless, as unreliable as a faulty bow. 
58 They angered him with their high places; they aroused his jealousy with their idols. 
59 When God heard them, he was very angry; he rejected Israel completely. 
60 He abandoned the tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent he had set up among men. 
61 He sent [the ark of] his might into captivity, his splendor into the hands of the enemy. 
62 He gave his people over to the sword; he was very angry with his inheritance. 

D. They went to God with the right question but they walked away with the wrong answer. Their answer; not God’s answer! (We do that same thing.) It wasn’t because they didn’t bring the ark; it was God had enough of their disobedience and now the hand of his discipline was falling on them. 
E. So now they have the Ark of the Covenant; they go into battle and not four thousand but thirty thousand men fell and the Ark was taken captive.
F. Did God discipline them once; they didn’t get what God was doing so He stops disciplining them? No, instead He increases the amount of discipline hoping that they will get the message. The death toll went from 4,000 in the first skirmish to 30,000 in the second skirmish.
G. I wonder today how many people in this room are experiencing the increased discipline of the Lord but they have not gotten the message that God has had enough. 
2.  I don’t need to despair when I am disciplined by the Lord; instead, I need to fix the problem that brought on the discipline.   1 Samuel 4:12-22 (NIV) 
12 That same day a Benjamite ran from the battle line and went to Shiloh, his clothes torn and dust on his head. 
13 When he arrived, there was Eli sitting on his chair by the side of the road, watching, because his heart feared for the ark of God. When the man entered the town and told what had happened, the whole town sent up a cry. 
14 Eli heard the outcry and asked, "What is the meaning of this uproar?" The man hurried over to Eli, 
15 who was ninety-eight years old and whose eyes were set so that he could not see. 
16 He told Eli, "I have just come from the battle line; I fled from it this very day." Eli asked, "What happened, my son?" 
17 The man who brought the news replied, "Israel fled before the Philistines, and the army has suffered heavy losses. Also your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, and the ark of God has been captured." 
18 When he mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell backward off his chair by the side of the gate. His neck was broken and he died, for he was an old man and heavy. He had led Israel forty years. 
19 His daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was pregnant and near the time of delivery. When she heard the news that the ark of God had been captured and that her father-in-law and her husband were dead, she went into labor and gave birth, but was overcome by her labor pains. 
20 As she was dying, the women attending her said, "Don't despair; you have given birth to a son." But she did not respond or pay any attention. 
21 She named the boy Ichabod, saying, "The glory has departed from Israel"--because of the capture of the ark of God and the deaths of her father-in-law and her husband. 
22 She said, "The glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God has been captured." 

A.  The Benjamite ran home from the battle with the bad news. His clothes are torn and there is dust on his head. It was their custom to express outwardly what they were feeling on the inside. This soldier was upset. He was feeling despair for his situation. He probably had lost some family members and many friends.  
B. And from there it went from bad to worse. The soldier tells Eli, the high priest, about his two sons and the Ark of the Covenant and Eli in his despair falls off his chair and breaks his neck.

C. Phinehas’ wife goes into labor prematurely and in her labor she dies in her despair. But before her death, she names her son Ichabod because the glory of God had left Israel. It is a despairing name.
D. Notice that there is a whole lot of despair going around; but there is not a whole lot of fixing of the problem.  We would rather moan and groan about what the Lord is doing in our life rather than fixing the problem He is disciplining us for.  
E. There is a similar story in Joshua Chapter 7 300 tears earlier when the Israelites are defeated by the people of Ai and Joshua wanted to go into despair and the Lord tells Joshua don’t despair; fix the problem. 
Joshua 7:6-11 (NIV) 
6 Then Joshua tore his clothes and fell facedown to the ground before the ark of the LORD, remaining there till evening. The elders of Israel did the same, and sprinkled dust on their heads. 
7 And Joshua said, "Ah, Sovereign LORD, why did you ever bring this people across the Jordan to deliver us into the hands of the Amorites to destroy us? If only we had been content to stay on the other side of the Jordan! 
8 O Lord, what can I say, now that Israel has been routed by its enemies? 
9 The Canaanites and the other people of the country will hear about this and they will surround us and wipe out our name from the earth. What then will you do for your own great name?" 
10 The LORD said to Joshua, "Stand up! What are you doing down on your face? 
11 Israel has sinned; they have violated my covenant, which I commanded them to keep... 

F. I wonder today if you are moaning and groaning your situation. Are you blaming God for what is happening in your life rather than doing something about fixing your problem? God is saying to us “Stand up and fix your problem.”
3.  When God is disciplining me it is not good advice to seek my own self counsel or counsel from the wrong place because I will end up with the wrong advise.   

A. First, let me show you an example from the wrong place.  First, the Philistines took the ark after the battle and where ever they moved the A in the Philistines territory the people got sick and developed tumors.

a. So the Leaders decide that we will return the Ark back to Israel.  But how to do that? Instead of counseling the Jewish law about moving the Ark; they talked with the Philistine  priest and diviners. Listen to what they say:

b. 1 Samuel 6:1-9 (NIV) 
1 When the ark of the LORD had been in Philistine territory seven months, 
2 the Philistines called for the priests and the diviners and said, "What shall we do with the ark of the LORD? Tell us how we should send it back to its place." 
3 They answered, "If you return the ark of the god of Israel, do not send it away empty, but by all means send a guilt offering to him. Then you will be healed, and you will know why his hand has not been lifted from you." 
4 The Philistines asked, "What guilt offering should we send to him?" They replied, "Five gold tumors and five gold rats, according to the number of the Philistine rulers, because the same plague has struck both you and your rulers. 
5 Make models of the tumors and of the rats that are destroying the country, and pay honor to Israel's god. Perhaps he will lift his hand from you and your gods and your land. 
6 Why do you harden your hearts as the Egyptians and Pharaoh did? When he treated them harshly, did they not send the Israelites out so they could go on their way? 
7 "Now then, get a new cart ready, with two cows that have calved and have never been yoked. Hitch the cows to the cart, but take their calves away and pen them up. 
8 Take the ark of the LORD and put it on the cart, and in a chest beside it put the gold objects you are sending back to him as a guilt offering. Send it on its way, 
9 but keep watching it. If it goes up to its own territory, toward Beth Shemesh, then the LORD has brought this great disaster on us. But if it does not, then we will know that it was not his hand that struck us and that it happened to us by chance." 

c. The priest and diviners sound like they got the right advice. Let’s send a guilt offering with it. That’s a spiritual thing to say. But the offering is going to be five golden rats and five golden tumors.  Rats and tumors would not be a good offering to a Holy God. They would be considered unclean things and you would not put them anywhere near a Holy God.
d. And then put the Ark on a new cart with two female cows pulling it. If you know anything about Jewish law there was only one way to move the cart and that was with poles.  They went to the wrong people to get advice and all they could give was wrong advice.

B. And then the Israelites took their own advice- a mistake because they were not a people self governed but governed by a Holy God.
a. 1 Samuel 6:13-20 (NIV) 
13 Now the people of Beth Shemesh were harvesting their wheat in the valley, and when they looked up and saw the ark, they rejoiced at the sight. 
14 The cart came to the field of Joshua of Beth Shemesh, and there it stopped beside a large rock. The people chopped up the wood of the cart and sacrificed the cows as a burnt offering to the LORD. 
15 The Levites took down the ark of the LORD, together with the chest containing the gold objects, and placed them on the large rock. On that day the people of Beth Shemesh offered burnt offerings and made sacrifices to the LORD. 
16 The five rulers of the Philistines saw all this and then returned that same day to Ekron. 
17 These are the gold tumors the Philistines sent as a guilt offering to the LORD--one each for Ashdod, Gaza, Ashkelon, Gath and Ekron. 
18 And the number of the gold rats was according to the number of Philistine towns belonging to the five rulers--the fortified towns with their country villages. The large rock, on which they set the ark of the LORD, is a witness to this day in the field of Joshua of Beth Shemesh. 
19 But God struck down some of the men of Beth Shemesh, putting seventy of them to death because they had looked into the ark of the LORD. The people mourned because of the heavy blow the LORD had dealt them, 
20 and the men of Beth Shemesh asked, "Who can stand in the presence of the LORD, this holy God? To whom will the ark go up from here?" 

b. The Israelites chopped up the wood and sacrificed the two female cows. If you know Jewish law the animals that were to be sacrificed had to be male. 

c. In verse 15, the Levites get there but they have no better self advice. They put the Ark on a large rock and then they take the chest with the five golden rats and five golden tumors and put it next to the Ark on  that rock.

d. And then in the presence of the priest, seventy men of Beth Shemesh look into the Ark and they were put to death.

e. They had taken their own counsel and they gave themselves bad advice.

C. There is only one place that I know that you are going to get the right advice and that is in the Scriptures.

4.  When I realize it is the discipline of the Lord that has caused the problems to flow into my life; the only valid response is to repent.

1 Samuel 7:1-11 (NIV) 
1 So the men of Kiriath Jearim came and took up the ark of the LORD. They took it to Abinadab's house on the hill and consecrated Eleazar his son to guard the ark of the LORD. 
2 It was a long time, twenty years in all, that the ark remained at Kiriath Jearim, and all the people of Israel mourned and sought after the LORD. 
3 And Samuel said to the whole house of Israel, "If you are returning to the LORD with all your hearts, then rid yourselves of the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths and commit yourselves to the LORD and serve him only, and he will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines." 
4 So the Israelites put away their Baals and Ashtoreths, and served the LORD only. 
5 Then Samuel said, "Assemble all Israel at Mizpah and I will intercede with the LORD for you." 
6 When they had assembled at Mizpah, they drew water and poured it out before the LORD. On that day they fasted and there they confessed, "We have sinned against the LORD." And Samuel was leader of Israel at Mizpah. 
7 When the Philistines heard that Israel had assembled at Mizpah, the rulers of the Philistines came up to attack them. And when the Israelites heard of it, they were afraid because of the Philistines. 
8 They said to Samuel, "Do not stop crying out to the LORD our God for us, that he may rescue us from the hand of the Philistines." 
9 Then Samuel took a suckling lamb and offered it up as a whole burnt offering to the LORD. He cried out to the LORD on Israel's behalf, and the LORD answered him. 
10 While Samuel was sacrificing the burnt offering, the Philistines drew near to engage Israel in battle. But that day the LORD thundered with loud thunder against the Philistines and threw them into such a panic that they were routed before the Israelites. 
11 The men of Israel rushed out of Mizpah and pursued the Philistines, slaughtering them along the way to a point below Beth Car. 
A. It would have been nice if they saved themselves a lot of trouble and pain and when they lost the four thousand me and the elders asked the all important question. 1 Samuel 4:3 (NIV) 
3 … "Why did the LORD bring defeat upon us today before the Philistines?” 

B. If they would have answered: “it was because of our sin.”
C. It would have been nice if for 20 years they had a sweet relationship with the Lord but instead it took twenty years to admit their sin and repent.

D. It would have been nice if God would have been able to relinquish His discipline but when God has had enough He will discipline until you repent or He takes you home to be with Him.

Conclusion:

Today, have you been experiencing the discipline of the Lord in your life?  Then, you need to repent of your sin and just like the Prodigal Son God will welcome you home. 
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