Joshua 4 - Memorial Stones

Introduction

The book of Joshua is a book about receiving God’s promises. The Israelites have taken 40 years getting through the wilderness, a journey that could have been done in two weeks. It was their lack of faith that made it last longer than it could have. But the point is that they are now ready to go in. Joshua is the man to lead them in.

1-9 Setting up the Memorial

 With this passage Joshua begins what he started in Joshua 3:12      :8 twelve stones ... according to the number of tribes

Showing that all tribes were together, working together. They would set up a monument made up of twelve stones from out of the Jordan River, a way of remembering what God had done when they crossed. 

Take for yourselves twelve stones from here, out of the midst of the Jordan, from the place where the priests’ feet stood firm Each tribe was to send a representative to take a stone - undoubtedly a large one - from the dry river bed where Israel had crossed over, so the stones could be set up as a memorial.

That this may be a sign among you when your children ask in time to come: The purpose of this memorial was so that the people of Israel could teach their children about the great things God had done, so that the work of God would not be forgotten among the generations.

 

i. We often fail in our trust of God because we forget the great things He has done, and often the faith of our children is weak because they have never been told how great God is and how real His working is in our lives.

:9 twelve stones in the midst of Jordan

This is a very interesting verse.

There's lots of discussion between the scholars on whether this is a second set of stones or just the same set of stones.

It seems that the best way of taking this is just the way it says, that Joshua is setting up another set of twelve stones, but this set is going in the river.

Then Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of the Jordan: Joshua also set up a pile of memorial stones in the very bed of the river Jordan, so that when it was lowered in a season of drought, those stones could be seen and would testify of the time that God had completely dried up the Jordan.

It's possible that after the river returned to normal, that you would have seen the top of the stones sticking out of the river, adding more evidence to the other set of stones that such an event actually occurred.

:9 unto this day

Meaning: unto the day of the writing of Joshua

:10-13 Eastern Tribes come along

:12 the children of Reuben ...

These were the two and a half tribes that decided to settle on the eastern side of the Jordan.

They had made an agreement with Moses that if they could settle on the eastern side, which was a great place for their flocks, then they would still help the other tribes by sending all their men to fight and take the land.

:13 About forty thousand prepared for war

This is the number of men coming from Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh, not the number of men in the entire nation.

The numbers of these tribes after the second census in the wilderness (Num.26), those 20 years and upward, able to go to war:

Reuben (Num.26:7) - 43,730

Gad (Num.26:18) - 40,500

Manasseh (Num.26:34) - 52,700 (but only 1/2 of Manasseh stayed in the east, so make it 26,350)

That makes a total of 110,580 soldiers

How come only 40,000 come across? Because they only sent representative armies. The rest of the men stayed on the eastern side of the Jordan to protect their homes and cities.
Numbers 32:20-24 (NIV) 
20 Then Moses said to them, "If you will do this--if you will arm yourselves before the LORD for battle, 
21 and if all of you will go armed over the Jordan before the LORD until he has driven his enemies out before him-- 
22 then when the land is subdued before the LORD, you may return and be free from your obligation to the LORD and to Israel. And this land will be your possession before the LORD. 
23 "But if you fail to do this, you will be sinning against the LORD; and you may be sure that your sin will find you out. 
24 Build cities for your women and children, and pens for your flocks, but do what you have promised." 

These eastern tribes kept 2/3 of the men at home, presumably to protect and take care of the women and children.

:14 Joshua's exaltation

:14 the Lord magnified Joshua

God had promised Joshua that this would be the thing to start the people respecting him and his leadership.

Joshua 3:7-AV And the LORD said unto Joshua, This day will I begin to magnify thee in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with Moses, [so] I will be with thee.

Now God has kept His promise to Joshua.

:15-18 The river returns

:18 ... the soles of the priests' feet were lifted up unto the dry land ...

As soon as the priests get up onto the riverbank on the western side, the water comes back into the river.

:18 the waters of Jordan returned unto their place

This was an incredible miracle, crossing the Jordan like this during the flood season. But now I kind of wonder if part of God's reasoning was so that when Israel got across, and the river came back to its flood stage, that Israel couldn't change it's mind and return!

Lesson

No Turning Back.

One of the subtle lessons is here at the Jordan. The river goes back to normal, and there’s no way back.

:19-24 Reasons for the Memorial

:19 tenth day of the first month

This was also the day when the preparations for Passover were to start. On the tenth day of the first month, each family was to select their lamb to slaughter for Passover. (Ex.12:3-5)

Passover would occur on the fourteenth of the first month. We'll see in the next chapter that they keep the Passover (Jos. 5:10)

:19 in Gilgal

About 5 miles from the river banks about two miles from Jericho.

They camped in Gilgal: Gilgal will become their base of operations for the conquest of the entire Promised Land.  Therefore, it was appropriate that the first work at Gilgal was to set up a memorial to God’s great works.

:21 What mean these stones?

Two notes about this memorial:

1. The memorial was solid

It was made of stone, something real and solid.

The faith of the Israelites was to be based upon solid facts.

Not only was the crossing of the Jordan an historical fact, but the solidity of the rocks was a permanent testimony.

Our faith is also to be built upon a solid foundation. There are real, solid, historical facts behind what we believe. The resurrection of Jesus from the dead is the very cornerstone of our faith. And the historical evidence of the resurrection is mind blowing. Once you’ve looked into the facts, there is no denying that Jesus rose from the dead.

2. The memorial was visible.

The kids saw something that made them ask questions. (vs.21)

Do our kids see anything in our lives that make them want to know more about the Lord?

Jesus said,

(Mat 5:14-16 KJV) Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be hid. {15} Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. {16} Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
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