Joshua 3
Jos 3:1  Early in the morning Joshua and all the Israelites set out from Shittim and went to the Jordan, where they camped before crossing over. 

A: According to the Jewish tradition they set out in March, about 40 days after Moses' death.
B: About 7 miles to the Jordan from Shittim and there they camped
C: Came to the Jordan . . . and lodged there before they crossed over: God told the people of Israel to wait three days at shores of the Jordan River (Joshua 1:11).  All that time, the people of Israel saw a rushing river, swollen with spring rains laying in front of them.  They must have asked, “How can we ever cross this river?”

i. It was one thing for a few spies to make their way across (as happened in Joshua 2), but here we are talking about a nation of millions, with all their possessions - how will they make it?

b. At a moment like this, all the wonderful talk about living in the Promised Land probably sounded pretty hollow.  There is a seemingly impossible obstacle blocking the way.

Jos 3:3  giving orders to the people: "When you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, and the priests, who are Levites, carrying it, you are to move out from your positions and follow it. 

Jos 3:4  Then you will know which way to go, since you have never been this way before. But keep a distance of about a thousand yards between you and the ark; do not go near it." 

A: A thousand yards or ten football fields in distance. This was partly because of the holiness of the ark, and it would be able to act as a guide to the people- because Joshua says don’t go near it.
B: Letting the ark get far enough ahead of the people so it could be leading them.

Lesson
Let God lead you.
Don’t try to get ahead of Him.
During the 40 years in the wilderness...

God led Israel with a pillar of cloud/fire

When the cloud lifted off of the tabernacle, the people would move out. The cloud was big, it was easy to see, each one could follow it pretty easily.

Now God is going to do something different - the Ark is going to be sent ahead to lead the people, instead of a cloud.

But would they be able to see it? They needed to let it get far enough ahead of them to see it clearly.

Joshua didn’t send his Army Corps of Engineers first.  Instead, he sent the priests who carried the ark of the covenant, which was the visible representation of God’s presence with the people.  Joshua knew this was a spiritual problem, not an engineering problem.
But notice God is not in a hurry. He made them sit there and look at the Jordan for three days.
He can move much faster than you, but ironically we're usually trying to get ahead of Him.
(Psa 27:14 NLT) Wait patiently for the LORD. Be brave and courageous. Yes, wait patiently for the LORD.
Jos 3:5  Joshua told the people, "Consecrate yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do amazing things among you." 

A: Consecrate, sanctify, prepare, dedicate, be hallowed, be holy, be sanctified, be separate 
It's a word that talks about religious cleansing and spiritual cleansing. It's all about getting right with God.
Interesting that they aren't asked to sharpen their swords and check their weapons. They are to get right with God before they go into battle.
Lesson
Holiness makes you useful.
As we saw with God using Rahab, God can use any old crooked stick to draw a straight line.
But there is a sense in which we may be more useable to the Lord as we walk in faithfulness and holiness.
(2 Tim 2:20-26 KJV) But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and of silver, but also of wood and of earth; and some to honour, and some to dishonour. {21} If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master's use, and prepared unto every good work. {22} Flee also youthful lusts: but follow righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure heart. {23} But foolish and unlearned questions avoid, knowing that they do gender strifes. {24} And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, {25} In meekness instructing those that oppose themselves; if God peradventure will give them repentance to the acknowledging of the truth; {26} And that they may recover themselves out of the snare of the devil, who are taken captive by him at his will.
It’s when we cleanse ourselves from the dishonoring things that we become a "vessel of honor", something that the Master can use.
Jos 3:6  Joshua said to the priests, "Take up the ark of the covenant and pass on ahead of the people." So they took it up and went ahead of them. 

Jos 3:7  And the LORD said to Joshua, "Today I will begin to exalt you in the eyes of all Israel, so they may know that I am with you as I was with Moses.

A: Joshua’s step of faith: he sends the priests to walk across a swollen river Jordan.

Then Joshua spoke to the priests, saying, “Take up the ark of the covenant and cross over before the people.” So they took up the ark of the covenant and went before the people.

B.  Take up the ark of the covenant and cross over before the people. If he is wrong, he will be the shortest term leader of Israel.
C: So they took up the ark of the covenant and went before the people: Even with God’s specific guidance, and with specific guidance from His word, this is still and impressive step of faith for the priest.
Jos 3:10  This is how you will know that the living God is among you and that he will certainly drive out before you the Canaanites, Hittites, Hivites, Perizzites, Girgashites, Amorites and Jebusites. 

A: Deu 7:1  When the LORD your God brings you into the land you are entering to possess and drives out before you many nations—the Hittites, Girgashites, Amorites, Canaanites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites, seven nations larger and stronger than you—

B: These weren't small potatoes. These were a fearsome enemy, and the people needed assurance that they were going to be victorious.
C: Just in case the people were getting a little scared about what was up ahead, God was going to remind them of His presence. He was going to do an incredible thing with the ark in the middle of the Jordan River.

Lesson
Keep your eyes open for those reminders.
It’s silly that we should ever need to be reminded of God’s presence with us, but the truth is we are weak and need lots of help.
God knows about our weakness and often will give us those little nudges to show us we’re on track. 
Jos 3:14  So when the people broke camp to cross the Jordan, the priests carrying the ark of the covenant went ahead of them. 

Jos 3:15  Now the Jordan is at flood stage all during harvest. Yet as soon as the priests who carried the ark reached the Jordan and their feet touched the water's edge, 

:15 Jordan overfloweth
The priests begin the procession, with the ark of the covenant some 1,000 yards in front of the people, and the priests came and walked right into a river that looked like it wasn’t going anywhere.

The Jordan River is at flood stage this time of year. It’s supposed to be 20 yards wide at their crossing point, deeper than a person could stand in and stronger than a person could swim against.

Keep in mind we're also talking about moving 6 million people and all their stuff across this river!
Jos 3:16  the water from upstream stopped flowing. It piled up in a heap a great distance away, at a town called Adam in the vicinity of Zarethan, while the water flowing down to the Sea of the Arabah (the Salt Sea) was completely cut off. So the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 

A:This is thought to be about 16 miles to the north of the crossing point.
B: This miracle obviously connects with the miracle the nation knew some 40 years earlier: the passing through the Red Sea.  God brought them out of Egypt’s bondage with a miracle, and He brought them in to the Promised Land with a miracle. And He brings us to our eternal destination by a miracle- the God- man Jesus rising from the grave.
Jos 3:17  The priests who carried the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the middle of the Jordan, while all Israel passed by until the whole nation had completed the crossing on dry ground. 

:17 Here's the Jordan River, the barrier between Israel and their Promised Land.
I would want to get across as quickly as possible. But the priests were to stand in the river bed until all the people are across.
We are all priests (Rev. 1:6).
We are to help others to cross over into God’s promises for them.
1. Holding the Door
Kind of like the gentleman who holds the door open for the ladies to enter the store first.
(Phil 2:3-4 NASB) Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as more important than himself; {4} do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.
2. Holding the Word
They were bearing the Ark of the Covenant before the people.
When people want to hear a word from God, who do they go to? Do they see you as a keeper of God’s Word?
3. Holding Still
Standing still before the Lord
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