Funeral Service for June “Jeri” Phelps

Ecclesiastes 7:1-2


Message
Today reading from Scripture comes from:

Ecclesiastes 7:1-2 (NIV) 
1 A good name is better than fine perfume, and the day of death better than the day of birth. 
2 It is better to go to a house of mourning than to go to a house of feasting, for death is the destiny of every man; the living should take this to heart. 

We get to decide a lot of things in this life. We get to decide how we are going to live our lives- what type of person we are going to be. We get to decide what type of reputation our name carries whether it is a good reputation or not so good. We get to decide if we will be that lovable person that people like to be around or whether we will push people away.

But there are three choices that not a single one of us in this room get to make. We don’t get to decide whether we want to come into this world or not. We don’t get to decide when we will leave this world. And we don’t get to decide whether we want to enter eternity or not. But we do get the choice where we will spend eternity.

On October 13th, 2008 God made two choices for Jeri Phelps. It was her last day on earth. At the age of 80 Jeri died at Sharon’s home. And the second choice God made for her is that she entered into eternity the very moment that she breathed her last breathe. 

The good news for those who love Jeri is that she made the right choice of where she will spend eternity. I was called to her hospital room at Southwest the day before her open heart surgery and I got to share with her that she could know for sure where she will spend eternity. She wanted that so much for her life and I got to lead her in the sinner’s prayer. And then she wanted to publicly profess her faith so I got to baptize her in the present of her daughter right there in that hospital room. She made the right choice of where she will spend eternity. And today Jeri is in the presence of God. 

And so, I want to bring you a message that was fitting for Jeri’s life and I found it Ecclesiastes 7. Yesterday, I went over to Massey’s Jewelers to find out what type a person Jeri was and I discovered that she was a person of good reputation like the Scripture mentioned. Listen to some of the comments of her family.   

She had her heart open wide to everyone and she could love even the most unlovable.

She was an encourager; she was a person able to quickly forgive; she had a great sense of humor; and generous even when she didn’t have anything to be generous with.

She could open up her heart and take you in and love you like her own child. She did that with Debbie.  I believe that Debbie was 14 when she just became a part of the family.

At Christmas time you didn’t know for sure who was going to show up because Jeri had a way of inviting people over who had nowhere to go. If you were part of the family you might have to ask who is that sitting next to me at the dinner table.
Family was so important to Jeri. She loved her grandchildren and great grandchildren. When her body was shutting down at the hospital and death was near, Sharon took her home and one of the last things that the family recalls is her smiling wide at her granddaughter and grandchildren.  
Jeri Felps had a good name and it was surely better than fine perfume. 
But verse 2- it puzzled me for a little while because it told me that it is better to be here today at Jeri’s funeral than at some feast. Listen to it again.

Ecclesiastes 7:2 (NIV) 
2 It is better to go to a house of mourning than to go to a house of feasting, for death is the destiny of every man; the living should take this to heart. 

And then it is like a light had gone off in my head and I realizes when a funeral beats a feast.
1. It is when that person in that coffin is ready to enter eternity because they have made the choice to give their life to Jesus. It is no longer a time of hopelessness but it is a time of hopefulness. Jeri made that choice. My heart might not feel like it but I know in my heart that it is a time of celebration because Jeri is in heaven.
2. A funeral beats a feast when those who are here really reflect about their eternity and where they will spend it.  I know that if you are at a feast you are not going to be sitting there talking with the person next to you about where you are going to spend eternity. Church would be a good place for me to tell you about eternity but the truth is a lot of you skip church. So now with Jeri in heaven and you here now is a good time for you to think about where you will spend eternity.
3. A funeral beats a feast because it is right here right this moment that God’s spirit can touch your heart and your life be changed for all eternity. Your life have been so busy God’s spirit hasn’t had the chance to talk to you but right here right now in the quietness of this moment you might take the time to listen to God and seriously consider the matter of where you will spend eternity.
In a moment I want to lead you in a prayer. It is the same prayer that I lead Jeri in. I want you to say the prayer to yourself after me if it is truly the desire of your heart. Don’t say it because I say it; say it because it is the desire of your heart.

"God, I know that I am a sinner. I know that I deserve the consequences of my sin. However, I am trusting in Jesus Christ as my Savior. I believe that His death and resurrection provided for my forgiveness. I trust in Jesus and Jesus alone as my personal Lord and Savior. Thank you Lord, for saving me and forgiving me! In Jesus’ name! Amen!"
If you prayed that pray and meant it with all your heart; your eternity has been settled. When death knocks at your door you will spend eternity in the presence of God. Jeri did that and now she is in the presence of God. 

Let me close by reminding you of this: there are three choices that you don’t get to make in this life. You don’t get to chose to be born, when you will die or whether you will exist after death. But there is one all important choice you do get to make and that is where will you spend eternity.  Jeri made that choice and we celebrate that today and it is a choice you ought to make.

Let us pray! 

Graveside Words:

In a neat little book called Children's Letters to God, a little boy named Mike wrote, "Dear God.  What happens when you die?  Nobody will talk to me about it.  I don't want to do it.  I just want to know."  

Mike asked a good question. Where do you go for answers to a question like that? And I am convinced that there is only one reliable place:  God's Word. 

As I told you in my message today if you think about it we get to decide a lot of things in life.  But there are three choices we don't get to make. We didn't get to choose to be born.  We won't get to choose when you will die.  And we won't get to choose whether you will exist beyond the grave or not.  But God’s Word does tell us we get to make the choice about where you will spend eternity.

John 3:16 (NIV) 
16 "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 

Jeri made that choice to spend eternity with God. We are placing her body into this gravesite today and covering it up with dirt. But her soul and her spirit are not in that coffin; they are in the presence of God.

Let us pray! 
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