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Jairus, a Leader of the Synagogue
Luke 8:41-56 (NIV) 
41 Then a man named Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, came and fell at Jesus' feet, pleading with him to come to his house 
42 because his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying. As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him. 
43 And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years, but no one could heal her. 
44 She came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped. 
45 "Who touched me?" Jesus asked. When they all denied it, Peter said, "Master, the people are crowding and pressing against you." 
46 But Jesus said, "Someone touched me; I know that power has gone out from me." 
47 Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how she had been instantly healed. 
48 Then he said to her, "Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace." 
49 While Jesus was still speaking, someone came from the house of Jairus, the synagogue ruler. "Your daughter is dead," he said. "Don't bother the teacher any more." 
50 Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, "Don't be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed." 
51 When he arrived at the house of Jairus, he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, John and James, and the child's father and mother. 
52 Meanwhile, all the people were wailing and mourning for her. "Stop wailing," Jesus said. "She is not dead but asleep." 
53 They laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. 
54 But he took her by the hand and said, "My child, get up!" 
55 Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something to eat. 
56 Her parents were astonished, but he ordered them not to tell anyone what had happened. 

Tonight, our most unlikely teacher is a leader of the synagogue. And by this time in Jesus’ ministry there is a strong resentment of the leadership of the Jesus by the leaders of the synagogue against Jesus.  And so for this man to come to Jesus there must be a tremendous sense of desperation in his life. And so let’s see what this unlikely teacher teaches us:
1. Jesus desires that we come to Him for His help from the start but there are many who come to Jesus only as a last resort.
Luke 8:41-42 (NIV) 
41 Then a man named Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, came and fell at Jesus' feet, pleading with him to come to his house 
42 because his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying. As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him. 

a. The situation has gone from bad to worse. She has gone from being a sick little girl to one who is not getting any better and actually getting worse to one in imminent danger of dying. In fact, in our story, the servant meets the master and Jesus on the road to say that she has died.

b. Why wait?  Is the father being just uncaring- not concerned about his daughter?  It is the same reason that we wait. It is because we have not gotten desperate enough to call on Jesus to help. How desperate did he became: desperate enough to fall at his feet and beg Jesus over and over because he may have waited too long.
c. I know He kept putting it off because he keep telling  himself that if I go to Jesus it will cost me my job and I don’t want to lose my job if my girl is going to get well anyway . Only, when he got desperate, only when it struck him that if doesn’t get to Jesus that he is going to lose his daughter does he in desperation go to Jesus.
2. Sometimes as we call upon Jesus to help us it will happen that our situation doesn’t immediately get  better but might even go from back to worse.
Luke 8:42-48 (NIV) 
42 because his only daughter, a girl of about twelve, was dying. As Jesus was on his way, the crowds almost crushed him. 
43 And a woman was there who had been subject to bleeding for twelve years, but no one could heal her. 
44 She came up behind him and touched the edge of his cloak, and immediately her bleeding stopped. 
45 "Who touched me?" Jesus asked. When they all denied it, Peter said, "Master, the people are crowding and pressing against you." 
46 But Jesus said, "Someone touched me; I know that power has gone out from me." 
47 Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how she had been instantly healed. 
48 Then he said to her, "Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace." 

a. The crowd presses Jesus. Somebody touches his cloak and Jesus feels the power go from him. And Jesus wants to know who touched him. He discovers it is a woman with a bleeding problem of 12 years. She is unclean under Jewish law and so that would make Jesus unclean.

b. So now Jarius has got a real problem. The only one who can heal my daughter is now because of  the laws I uphold: unclean. I am not suppose not to have anything to do with Jesus because that woman in getting her healing has made Jesus unclean.  My situation has just gone from bad to worse. Why did that woman have to touch Jesus?

c. Now to add to that problem word in the next verse comes from the servant that his child is dead and that we don’t need to bother Jesus any longer. 

3. It is not uncommon as we seek out God that we move from faith to fear back to faith again.
a. It took faith to bow at Jesus’ feet and beg Him to heal his little girl.

b. Fear had to grip his heart when the unclean woman touched Jesus. Fear had to grip his heart when the servant came with news of the little child’s death.  

c. And I am sure that when he was in that fear mode he thought about that woman bleeding 12 years; it was the same number of years that his child had been alive. I am sure that it cut to his heart when Jesus called that unclean woman now healed daughter because it was Jarius’ daughter who was dying. And at that point he is obviously hurting.

d. Jesus knows exactly what I need & when I need it.  This man did not need Jesus to tell him that he is a man of little faith. Jesus response to Peter was O you of little faith.  Peter needed that. 
e. Jesus knows that Jairus is down trodden and so He doesn’t give him O you of little faith speech but rather gives Him a word of encouragement.  

Luke 8:50 (NIV) 
50 Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, "Don't be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed." 
f. And obviously his faith is renewed because he brings Jesus to his home.

g. He could have gotten mad that this woman got her healing and my daughter laid dead but to  his credit he renewed his faith.

h. The truth be told: there are some Christians that are not happy when someone else receives a blessing because we think they stole our blessing. 
i. But let me tell you tonight, God has enough blessings for everybody.
4. Jesus willingly takes the hand of the dead child and tells her to get up.  It was to teach Jarius a lesson.
Luke 8:53-56 (NIV) 
53 They laughed at him, knowing that she was dead. 
54 But he took her by the hand and said, "My child, get up!" 
55 Her spirit returned, and at once she stood up. Then Jesus told them to give her something to eat. 
A. The little girl would have been unclean having been dead. But Jesus taking her hand you know what I imagine mom and dad hug their little girl without waiting for some synagogue leader to say that she is now clean.

B. Jesus  did what He did to teach them to love.
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