It is not Fashionable to be Spiritually Late
1 Thessalonians 5: 4-8                                  Dr. Dave M. Hartson


I. The Introduction
The dinner party invitations have all been sent out. They read that dinner will be served promptly at 8:00 p.m. Guests begin arriving as early as 7:30 p.m. and as the time approaches 8:00 p.m. more and more guest arrive and they begin to take their seats around the table. The first course begins just like the invitation stated at 8:00 p.m. sharp.
There is a ring at the door bell, it is now 8:15 p.m. and four people are standing at the door. They proceed to the dining room and greet the host and apologize for being late and make a joke to everyone around the table about how they are the ones who are always “fashionable late.”

Now you may get away with that excuse and with that joke with this host; but I know a host; his name is Jesus and He will not put up with an excuse that you had the best of intentions but you were just a little late; nor would He consider it a joke if you were “fashionable late.” Remember the parable of the ten virgins: five had sufficient oil for the lamp and five didn’t and so those five left to buy some oil and when they got back it was too late. The bridegroom had come; and the door was shut. They were too late. Fashionable or not- they were too late.
I can tell you this I don’t want to be late for anything that God has for me. So I want to see what God teaches me about being ready.
Turn with me in your Bibles to:

1 Thessalonians 5:4-8 (NIV) 
4 But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 
5 You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 
6 So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-controlled. 
7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 
8 But since we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 

II. The Body
1. I don’t want to be late for anything God has for me because I don’t have an excuse good enough to stand up to His  scrutiny.
1 Thessalonians 5:4-5 (NIV) 
4 But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 
5 You are all sons of the light and sons of the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 
A. When Paul says that “I am a son of the light and son of the day,” he is saying that God has set up a high standard for me. I am not part light and part darkness; I am only the light. I am not part day and part night; I am only the day. The bar has been set for me by God and it is high.

B. So no excuse that I might give God will stand up to His scrutiny. He will shot any of my excuses down as unacceptable. Remember the Parable of the Great Banquet when the servants went out to invite the guests they all had an excuse. One was going out to check on the field he bought; another was going to check on the oxen that he just purchased and certainly the last could not come because he has just gotten married. The Master didn’t call off the banquet instead he just had his servant invite different guest. By letting the Banquet go on, He was saying that their excuses were not acceptable. And they lost out.
C. Are we not ready some times; and we put our excuses before the Lord? I know God that Vacation Bible School is coming up and I worked the last two years on it and now isn’t it someone else’s turn to help out? I know that I should be witnessing and inviting someone to church but isn’t that what we pay the pastor to do? I know that I probably should be at Sunday School learning about the Lord, but isn’t Sunday also a day of rest so it got to be  Okay with God to sleep in late, right?

D. The problem with my excuses is that they sound good to me; shallow to God; and they result in me losing out something God had for me. If God has called me to do something than I need to be ready to do it.

2. If I don’t want to be late for anything God has for me then I need to stay alert for what God is doing in my life and impressing on my heart.
1 Thessalonians 5:6 (NIV) 
6 So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-controlled. 

A. Do you know that God is at work in your life?  The Bible tells us if you have believed and accepted the Gospel message then God is at work in your life.  It is not maybe that God is working in your life; it is certain that God is working in your life.                                                                         
1 Thessalonians 2:13 (NIV) 
13 And we also thank God continually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is at work in you who believe. 

B. So only the person who is alert will know how God is working in their life right this very moment. For some of us he might be teaching patience; for some he might be teaching some financial self controls; and for some others that their word should mean something.
C. I can not tell you what God is doing in your own personal life but I believe that God is at work in my life teaching me how to really love the flock that He placed with me.

D. Also, I need to be alert for those things that God impresses on my heart as I go about my day. It might  be strong sense to call someone just to check on them; it might be that strong impression to tell that person in line in front of me about Jesus; or it might be to met a need of someone who is not able to met their own need.
E. I don’t want to miss out knowing what God is doing in my life or what He is alerting me to because I don’t want to miss out on my blessings.

3. If I don’t want to be late for anything God has for me I need to exercise some self control.
1 Thessalonians 5:6 (NIV) 
6 So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be alert and self-controlled. 

A. Why do I need self control? Because I don’t need anything in my life that might affect my alertness. 
B. Paul is saying there are things in this world that if they catch your attention that they will surely distract you from God.

C. Paul mentions two of those things that could affect our alertness. The first is sleep. Nothing wrong with sleep; everybody needs it; but too much and it will rob you of time that could be spent with God. The Bible says that David sought God early in the morning. It also says that one of the problems of the sluggard or lazy person is that he or she spends too much time asleep.

D. And then there is alcohol. When you drink what you hear is the voice of the alcohol and it is whispering “just one more.” How can you hear the voice of God if the voice of the alcohol is talking louder than God?
E. What is it in your life today that if it wasn’t there that you could be the Christian man or Christian woman that God wants you to be? That my friend is what is preventing you from being alert to the voice of God. 

4. If I don’t want to be late for anything God has for me I got to be sure that I don’t take any direct hits from the enemy.
1 Thessalonians 5:8 (NIV) 
8 But since we belong to the day, let us be self-controlled, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 

A. The breastplate and the helmet keeps us protected from direct hits from the enemy. Because the enemy knows if he gets a direct hit on us he will render us ineffective. We will be so overwhelmed by our wound that we will not be able to hear the voice of God.
B. I have noticed all throughout my ministry here at Bala Chitto that when a major problem comes someone’s way and I am anticipating that they will run to church to find God but instead I am usually disappointed because they push away from God.  I fail to realize the enemy took a shot and got a direct hit. Now the person is focused on their wound and not on God.

C. And what happens is that they miss out on what God has for them. They are in the spiritually wounded hospital instead of being out there on the front line doing what God desires them to do.

III. The Conclusion  
What is it in your life that is keeping you from showing up spiritually on time? There is a need; God has called you; and you are ready: that, my friends, is how you should live your life. But instead many of live this way: there is a need; God has called you; and you show up fashionable late. How tragic! God may have given your blessing to someone else.
Let us pray!  
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