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Introduction:
Benjamin Franklin once said, “Glass, china, and reputation are easily cracked and never well mended.”  To prove Mr. Franklin’s point I want to mention the name of one of Jesus’ apostles and I want you to tell me the first thing that pops into your head. Are you ready? The name is Thomas. And the first thing that pops into your head is “doubting”. Why didn’t you say Didymus, after all, that is another name that he was know by?  Why didn’t anyone say that he had a twin since his very name means twin? The answer is simple you are known by your reputation and just one mistake can follow you the rest of your life.
Remember when Thomas got his reputation. The disciples were all gathered together except Thomas after Jesus’ death and subsequent resurrection and it was at that time Jesus appeared to them. The disciples then reported to Thomas that they had seen the Lord. It is at that point Thomas makes his famous statement he would not believe unless he put his finger into his hand and his hand into his side. 

A week later Jesus reappears to the disciples and this time Thomas is there with the other disciples and Jesus challenges Thomas to do what he said what he needed to do in order to believe and thus Thomas got the reputation as a doubter.

And what I want us to look at today is how difficult it is to repair a damaged reputation. No matter what great things Thomas did in his life from that point on he will be known as Doubting Thomas. I want you to think about this sermon the next time you put yourself in a situation that could damage your reputation. I want you to remember how difficult it is to fix a broken reputation.
Body:
1. Whatever good you have done will always be overshadowed by what you have done wrong.

John 11:7-8 (NIV) 
7 Then he said to his disciples, "Let us go back to Judea." 
8 "But Rabbi," they said, "a short while ago the Jews tried to stone you, and yet you are going back there?" 
A. This is Thomas’ finest moment. Word comes to Jesus that his friend, Lazarus, is sick. Jesus tells the disciples that we need to go back to Judea. The disciples remind Jesus that the last time that they were in Judea the people there attempted to stone you. And the disciples are thinking to themselves if we go back this time they will certainly kill you and probably kill us also.  

B. Now enter Thomas and his finest moment. He says to the other disciples that we need to go back with him to Judea and that we should be willing to die with him.

John 11:16 (NIV) 
16 Then Thomas (called Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, "Let us also go, that we may die with him." 

C. Does that sound like a person who should get the reputation of a doubter? Man, that sounds like somebody committed to the Lord! I would love to have someone in this church who would be willing to say I will die with him.

D. Our problem is that we remember Thomas for his doubting; we don’t remember him for saying that he was willing to lay down his life for the Lord. We don’t remember Thomas for encouraging the other disciples to go back with him to Judea.
E. The shame is do something outside of your Christian character and that is what you will be remembered for. I wonder: what is the thing in your life and my life that people are going to remember us by?  

2. We damage our reputation by being fake rather than real in our Christian life.  
John 14:1-5 (NIV) 
1 "Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 
2 In my Father's house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 
4 You know the way to the place where I am going." 
5 Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where you are going, so how can we know the way?" 

A. Jesus gives this great speech that he is about to go to heaven and prepare a place for them. It is one of those speeches that you use at every funeral somewhere during the service. And then he tells the disciples this: “you know the way to the place where I am going.”
B. And Thomas is the only one of the disciples that asked the question. None of them knew the answer; you can tell that by Thomas’ statement: Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”

C. Does that sound like someone who should get the reputation as a doubter? No, that sounds like someone who is genuine. God, you said I will know the way; I don’t know the way; help me!

D. If you and I were as genuine as Thomas our prayer life would change. “Lord, you told me that you would direct my path; Lord I don’t know which way to go help me find the way.”

E. If you and I were as genuine as Thomas our relationships with other people will change. “ Lord, I don’t really love so and so like I should; I don’t know the way to love them like I should; help me find the way to love them.”
F. If you and I were as genuine as Thomas our business dealing would change. It is sad to say that Anne and I when we lived in Metairie made the decision not to hire anymore Christian contractors to work on our house because everyone of them didn’t do what they said they would do. They said they were Christian but they weren’t genuine because if you are truly Christian you do your best because you work for the Lord.

G. I wonder how many of us have damaged our reputation and the reputation of Christ because we have not been genuine. Remember the statement of Gandhi, the great leader of India, “I might have become a Christian if I had not meet some.”
3. We damage our reputation by not being where we should be or being somewhere we shouldn’t be.

John 20:24 (NIV) 
24 Now Thomas (called Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when Jesus came. 

A. The ten apostles are all gathered together. Judas has already hung himself and Thomas is missing. Where’s Thomas? The Bible doesn’t tell us. The Bible just makes the point that he should have been with the other disciples; if he would have been there he would not have doubted; if he would have been there he would not have gotten the reputation of “Doubting Thomas”. His absence cost his reputation.

B. I wonder when you skip assembling yourselves together what does it cost you? I wonder if it might cost your child’s salvation. I wonder if it might cost your neighbor’s salvation because you made a big point of telling them you are a good Christian person. I wonder if it cost you your opportunity for spiritual healing because the preacher preached what you really needed to hear but you missed it.
C. Not being in the right place when you know you should be there will cost you something. It cost Thomas his repudiation.

D. Remember Judas, one of the twelve apostles, the Bible says he went somewhere he should not had gone. And because he was in the wrong place he too got a reputation- The Betrayer; The One who Handed Christ over.
Matthew 26:14-16 (NIV) 
14 Then one of the Twelve--the one called Judas Iscariot--went to the chief priests 
15 and asked, "What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?" So they counted out for him thirty silver coins. 
16 From then on Judas watched for an opportunity to hand him over. 

E. I wonder what is the reputation we got because we went to the wrong place.
4. What is going to determine if I will have a damaged reputation or an excellent reputation is my foundation of faith.
John 20:26-29 (NIV) 
26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, "Peace be with you!" 
27 Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe." 
28 Thomas said to him, "My Lord and my God!" 
29 Then Jesus told him, "Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed." 

A. That is the best way to have a good reputation is to have a sure foundation of faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus says blessed are those who have not seen and yet believed. Thomas got shaken off course by the death of Jesus on the cross and it damaged his reputation.
B. There will always be things that will happen in our life that will shake us but they don’t have to get us off course. The thing that will hold our course is our faith.
C. I have seen in my ministry people shaken and thrown off course and their reputation as a Christian shot but I have also seen people shaken, stay on course, and as result built an even greater reputation as a follower of Christ.
D. You are a Christian, a little Christ, and you want to protect your reputation then build a sure foundation in Christ.

Conclusion:

What kind of reputation do you have as a Christian? Is your reputation damaged today?  Thomas fell upon Jesus and said “My Lord and my God”. Maybe today you may need to come to the altar and fall upon your knees and say “My Lord and My God.”  Ask God to repair your damaged reputation.
From this point on we hear no more about any doubts from Thomas. We read in Acts he is there right in the midst of all the other disciples. And tradition has it that he died a martyr’s dead for the cause of Christ. 
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