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How many of have made a vow to the Lord? 
A marriage vow is to the Lord. Or, God if you do this I will do this would be considered a vow.

Basically a vow is a promise concerning God.
Examples of Vow Prior to Leviticus 27
Genesis 28:20-21 (NIV) 
20 Then Jacob made a vow, saying, "If God will be with me and will watch over me on this journey I am taking and will give me food to eat and clothes to wear 
21 so that I return safely to my father's house, then the LORD will be my God 

Genesis 31:13 (NIV) 
13 I am the God of Bethel, where you anointed a pillar and where you made a vow to me. Now leave this land at once and go back to your native land.'" 

Leviticus 7:16 (NIV) 
16 "'If, however, his offering is the result of a vow or is a freewill offering, the sacrifice shall be eaten on the day he offers it, but anything left over may be eaten on the next day. 

So from these three previous texts, we can make these conclusions about vows:

1. God does not require us to make vows; we chose to make vows. Jacob made a vow of his own free will.
2. Vows will always cost you something. In Genesis it was a tenth and Leviticus it was a free will offering.

3. If I make a vow I may chose to forget it but God doesn’t.

4. In Leviticus a vow is associated with a free will offering.

So now we come to Leviticus 27:

Verses 1-8
This special vow that made when a man or his family 

consecrated themselves to the Lord.  It was done by a 

valuation made by the priest.  The standard was a 

sanctuary shekel.  The price of a male from 20-60 

years old was 50 shekels.  For a female the value was 

30 shekels.  If it was a male from 5-20 years old, 

then their value was 20 shekels while the female was 

10 shekels.  If the child is from one month old to 

five years old, the male's value was 5 shekels while 

the female was 3.  If the person was over 60 and a 

male, his estimation would be 15 shekels while the 

female was 10.  Most commentators state that these 

vows were given as a dedication to the Lord, a 

freewill gift, since there was no command to make a 

vow.  Once the vow was made, it was expected to be 

carried out fully.  It was a sacred and binding oath, 

therefore not to be taken lightly.  The poor had his 

amount reduced if he could not pay and it was a 

reduced amount determined by the priest.  

It will cost you something to change your mind. God will do what He can to keep you faithful to your promises.
It also tells us that everyone has value because there was a price to be paid from the very youngest to the oldest.

Vs 9-10

If you vowed an animal to God there would be no switching the animal. Both animals will become holy to God and will be given to God. God knows us better than we know ourselves.

Vs11-13

If you wanted to redeem an animal out of a vow it would cost you the value of the animal plus an additional 20%. Here in this verse we see a new role for the priest- he is the estimator of value.
Vs 14-15

If a person dedicates his house to the Lord, he could redeem it for the value plus 20%. A house dedicate to the Lord a priest could live in.
Vs 16-21

When land was dedicated to the Lord's service, during 

the Jubilee year the property reverted back to the 

original owner.  The value of the land was determined 

by the priest in terms of the amount of seed needed 

for 49 years of sowing.  Again, as with all of the 

vows, a 20% redemption was added if the owner redeemed 

the land.  This was payable to the priest.  If the 

owner sold the land after it was dedicated to the 

Lord, then it became the sole and permanent property 

of the priest at the next Jubilee year.  During the 

year of Jubilee, the field was given back to the 

original owner according to Chapter 25.   

Vs 22-25

If you dedicated land that was not family land in the Year of Jubilee you would have to pay its value. The land went back to the original owner.
Vs26-27

You cannot vow to give to God what already belongs to God. If you offer an unclean animal as determined by the priest you could redeem it for cost plus 20%.  If not the priest could sell it at cost. You did not get it back.

VS28

God says that if you vow something, you need to keep it with me.

Vs 29

No one that was placed "under the ban" nor any 

objects, could be redeemed at all.  They were 

completely devoted to God.  We will see that in detail 

when we get to Joshua and look at Achan who stole 

items that were under the ban.  Both he, his family, 

and the items were stoned and burned.  Items and 

people placed under the ban were devoted to 

destruction.  

Vs 30

A tenth of all increase belongs to God. If you use your tenth then you owe God an additional 20%.

Vs 32-34

The phrase passing under the rod, means the animals 

passed in single file and each tenth one was marked 

with a rod dipped in a color substance.   
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