	God’s Mighty Acts
	2009


Deuteronomy 29


· Israel saw the wonders of God in Egypt but they did not understand them.
Deuteronomy 29:2-4 (NIV) 
2 Moses summoned all the Israelites and said to them: Your eyes have seen all that the LORD did in Egypt to Pharaoh, to all his officials and to all his land. 
3 With your own eyes you saw those great trials, those miraculous signs and great wonders. 
4 But to this day the LORD has not given you a mind that understands or eyes that see or ears that hear. 


The miracles God performed in the presence of Israel in and of themselves did not accomplish anything in the heart of Israel. If God does not send His Spirit to change the hearts at the same time He does the miracle, then the greatest wonders imaginable would not make a difference.


Some people think if God would perform some big miraculous events in the world that people will turn their lives around and follow God. But here is the truth seeing great wonders accomplishes nothing apart from the supernatural work of God in the heart.
Psalms 106:7 (NIV) 
7 When our fathers were in Egypt, they gave no thought to your miracles; they did not remember your many kindnesses, and they rebelled by the sea, the Red Sea. 

Luke 16:27-31 (NIV) 
27 "He answered, 'Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my father's house, 
28 for I have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.' 
29 "Abraham replied, 'They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.' 
30 "'No, father Abraham,' he said, 'but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.' 
31 "He said to him, 'If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.'" 

A person can go through life without a clue as to what God has been doing in their life. Did Pharaoh have a clue as to what God was doing in his life?  Answer: no! 

· Israel saw the great works of God in the wilderness so that they can know He is God.

Deuteronomy 29:5-6 (NIV) 
5 During the forty years that I led you through the desert, your clothes did not wear out, nor did the sandals on your feet. 
6 You ate no bread and drank no wine or other fermented drink. I did this so that you might know that I am the LORD your God. 

 
What was the works they saw?
· Clothes and sandals that did not wear out over 40 years.

· Food and water sufficient to meet the needs of the people.
The big miracles were the ones done in Egypt. And He did not open their eyes to understand them. And when they enter the wilderness these are the everyday miracles.  And these are the ones He opened their eyes to expects them from these miracles to acknowledge that He is God.
· Moses sees the error of his ways and He does not give credit to God for something that he has done in haste.
Deuteronomy 29:7-8 (NIV) 
7 When you reached this place, Sihon king of Heshbon and Og king of Bashan came out to fight against us, but we defeated them. 
8 We took their land and gave it as an inheritance to the Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 

The previous verses are rich with statements about what the Lord did.  Now we come to verses 7&8. And not a mention is made about what God did. Rather it was what “we” did.  I believe that even before the other tribes enter the Promised Land that he recognizes his mistake and the consequences that will follow as result of it.
· The Israelites enter into a covenant with the Lord thy God. In verses 10-15.

· It is the standard covenant- whereby you are His people in your conduct and actions and He will be your God. 

· But then Moses says something interesting. This covenant affects future generations not yet born.

· Deuteronomy 29:14-15 (NIV) 
14 I am making this covenant, with its oath, not only with you 
15 who are standing here with us today in the presence of the LORD our God but also with those who are not here today. 

· The point is the obedience of this generation toward God will have an effect upon those not yet born. And the reverse would also be true- disobedience of this generation will have a negative effect upon those not yet born.
· Don’t expose yourself to more of the world than you need to. It doesn’t mean you will stop sinning but you can at least cheat your flesh from finding more ways to sin.
Deuteronomy 29:17-18 (NIV) 
17 You saw among them their detestable images and idols of wood and stone, of silver and gold. 
18 Make sure there is no man or woman, clan or tribe among you today whose heart turns away from the LORD our God to go and worship the gods of those nations; make sure there is no root among you that produces such bitter poison. 

· One of those is to be careful what we let into our eyes.

Genesis 3:6 (NIV) 
6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 

· There is a danger in thinking that you are the person that can get away with doing the wrong thing.
Deuteronomy 29:19-21 (NIV) 
19 When such a person hears the words of this oath, he invokes a blessing on himself and therefore thinks, "I will be safe, even though I persist in going my own way." This will bring disaster on the watered land as well as the dry. 
20 The LORD will never be willing to forgive him; his wrath and zeal will burn against that man. All the curses written in this book will fall upon him, and the LORD will blot out his name from under heaven. 
21 The LORD will single him out from all the tribes of Israel for disaster, according to all the curses of the covenant written in this Book of the Law. 

· God never declares everything to man. There are secrets that God has that He has not revealed to man.

Deuteronomy 29:29 (NIV) 
29 The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may follow all the words of this law. 

· God does reveal some things to man.
· What He tells us is meant to say something to us.
· God’s revelation is trans-generational.
· His word is eternal.
· And His revelation must matter to us.
	5
	Dr. Dave M. Hartson



