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Introduction:
In the last chapter, we saw that Moses sent the twelve spies out into the Promised Land. They spent 40 days in the Promised Land and came back with a sample of fruit and a report that there are giants in the land.  Only Caleb quieted the people and told them that they should take the land. In Chapter 13 Moses is silent, Aaron is silent and Joshua is silent.  Moses is letting the spies who are against taking the Promised Land kind of rule the show. It was Moses job to quiet the people not Caleb’s but he didn’t. It was Moses’ job to come to the aid of Caleb but he didn’t. It was Moses’ job to speak up so that his young protégé Joshua would have spoken up too but he didn’t.
Body:
1. In Verse 2, I think Moses gives us the reason why He didn’t speak up. He is tired about everybody complaining about him. How many times has he heard the people complain about him? How many times did they complain that it was better if you left us alone to die in Egypt? And then in Chapter 12, his own brother and sister complained about him. At this point I believe Moses is thinking to himself if I leave Caleb out to dry here that they will shift their complaining from me to him. But the Israelites didn’t. They still complained about Moses and Aaron.
2. So in Verse 4 the people develop a plan to pick a new leader and return to Egypt. I wonder if the people thought that God was going to guide them back to Egypt as a cloud by day and fire by night. I wonder if they thought God was going to continue to provide manna and quail if they turned around and headed back toward Egypt.

3. In verse 5 to fall down in front of someone is a sign of submission. For Moses and Aaron to fall in front of the people (rather than God) is to say that they are tired and willing to let the people do whatever they want to do. They were yielding to the people. As Christians we are not to fall in front of people but in front of God to say to God I will do whatever you want. We are to yield to God not people.
4. In verse 5 with the leaders down for the count, Joshua and Caleb rise to the top. They tear their clothes and give the people a sermon about how great their God is. And they tell the people we need to go in and take that land Because our God will take care of the enemies.
How well was their sermon received: the entire congregation said to stone them with stones.  Not a good response for Joshua’s first sermon and Caleb’s second.

5. In verse 10 there is a point where God says enough is enough. And then God’s presence came and appeared in the tabernacle. All the children of Israel knew he was in the tabernacle. Remember, the cloud would rest on the Tabernacle and that is how they knew. 
6. Now in verse11 look what God does for Moses. He reminds Moses once again that they are rejecting Me not you. They have not believed in Me and not you. 
7. God tells Moses that I will destroy all these people and make a mighty nation through you. But Moses intercedes first upon the reputation of God to the world and then on the behalf of the Israelites. 
8. God agrees to pardon them but they will not see the Promised Land because they have tested God now 10 times.

9. But Caleb has followed me fully and he will inherit the land.
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