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Israel’s Great Sin

Numbers 25
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Background:
1. In Numbers 22-24, we see God’s hedge of protection is around his people as evil comes against them in the form of a false prophet and a Moabite king.

2. Every time that Balaam comes back with a prophecy for the king the king is angry with the exception of the 4th prophecy.


a. 1st Prophecy- Numbers 23:11


b.  2nd Prophecy-Numbers 23:25


c.  3rd Prophecy-Numbers 24-10


d.  4th Prophecy-Numbers 24:25

3. Something has happened during this 4th prophecy because God says once again that he will bless Israel and bring judgments on the Moabites. But the Moabite king is not angry. Balak goes back to his palace and Balaam goes home.
4. We don’t discover to Number 31:16 that Balaam suggested to Balak that the women of Moab have relations with the men of Israel.

And this truth is confirmed again in Revelations.

Revelation 2:14 (NIV) 
14 Nevertheless, I have a few things against you: You have people there who hold to the teaching of Balaam, who taught Balak to entice the Israelites to sin by eating food sacrificed to idols and by committing sexual immorality. 

So now we begin Numbers 25. Balaam has been unsuccessful in bringing a curse but has provided Balak a strategic of having his women have relations with the men of Israel.

Body:

1. The first thing that I want you to see is that the hedge of protection that God has placed around his people is removed in their disobedience. Balaam actually figured a way for God to chastise them and it was through their sin.

I wonder if the mightiest attack of Satan against us can never do as much damage as our own sin and rebellion against the Lord.
2. I look at what is happening to Israel and I am saying to myself how can this happen. They have just come off of victories over the Amorites and Basham. How can they fall so low as to begin worshipping Baal Peor.

The New Testament equivalent is 1 Corinthians 10:12. 1 Corinthians 10:12 (NIV) 
12 So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall! 

3. Vs1-4 We discovered the wages of sin brought sudden death. In the New Testament the equivalent is Romans 6:23 (NIV) 
23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. The difference is that God is longsuffering. 

4. The punishment is made public, Everyone was to see the result of sin.

1 Timothy 5:20 (NIV) 
20 Those who sin are to be rebuked publicly, so that the others may take warning. 

5. Then something terrible happens: a Israelite comes with a Moabite woman and mocks God by offering her to the men. Vs. 6

6. This action brought a plague that was spreading to a peak throughout the camp. Phinehas takes quick action by taking a javelin and stabbing the man and the woman. The plague resulted in 24,000 dead over the term of the plague that began this day and lingered on through the days of Joshua. But now in one day we discover  23,000 died.
1 Corinthians 10:8 (NIV) 
8 We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did--and in one day twenty-three thousand of them died. 
Joshua 22:17 (NIV) 
17 Was not the sin of Peor enough for us? Up to this very day we have not cleansed ourselves from that sin, even though a plague fell on the community of the LORD! 

Sin’s consequences can go on for years and years. It has lingering consequences.

7. The sinners were named. Zimri was the Israelite and Cozbi was the Moabite that were killed by Phinehas.
8. God now resends and tells the Israelites to attack the Midanites. God’s original plan was just to allow them to go through the lands. Because they seduced the people to sin God tells them to attack. 
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