	Revelation 21:22-27
	In the Presence of God, There is No Need for Certain Things



The Introduction:
As I have gotten older, I have discovered that there are somethings I really thought I couldn’t do without that I now discover that I can do without.
A large flowerbed- when I was younger I just thought that made a house look great. I had to have it. But now that I have gotten older I am convinced that it is more work than pretty and I can do without such a large flower bed.
Two acres-when I was younger I thought the more land around my house the better. But now that I have gotten older & I am the one that has to cut it every week or two, I am convinced one acre would have been plenty enough. I could do without two acres.

 Oh, I could also name you a bunch of things that I thought I couldn’t do without that I would gladly give up in a heartbeat if it meant that Anne’s cancer and lung problems would just vanish away.  
The truth is that life is full of things we think we must have but later discover we don’t really need. So it does not surprise me in the Book of Revelation that when we come into the presence of God things that we consider essential here on earth are no longer needed. The sun, the moon, and nighttime- wouldn’t you say that they are essential here? They are not needed in the presence of God.
Let’s read about that in:

Revelation 21:22-27 (NIV) 
22 I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 
23 The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 
24 The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 
25 On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. 
26 The glory and honor of the nations will be brought into it. 
27 Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life. 

That’s interesting! When I am in God’s presence things I thought I couldn’t live without, I can live without. Well, if I am a Christian, God’s presence came to dwell within me in the person of the Holy Spirit when I got saved. Then doesn’t it seem to reason things that I thought I couldn’t live without before I knew Christ now that I know Christ I can live without And if for some reason that I can not live without them, it is very possible that I don’t know Jesus and I am deceiving myself.

Let’s look at what some of those things are.

The Body

1. In the presence of God, there is no need for my old bad attitude to show itself any longer.
Ephesians 4:22-24 (NIV) 
22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 
23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 
24 and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 

A. Every now and then I will see a car or truck with a decal on the back window with the words “Bad Attitude” like the owner of that vehicle is so proud of his or her bad attitude. I am not proud of my bad attitude I had before I knew Jesus.
B. But listen to me; before we came to know Christ we all had bad attitudes for one reason- to push people away from us. If you read the rest of that chapter 4 in Ephesians you will discover some of the characteristics of that attitude we no longer need. And if you examine those characteristics the common thread is that they push people away from you. Let me share with you a couple of them.
C. First is anger, why do we use anger?  Certainly it is to get our way but secondly it is too push people away from us. By my anger I keep people at a distance from me. People will avoid me because they never know when I will explode again.

D. Another characteristic of that bad attitude is that I freely tell lies or Paul uses the word “falsehoods”.  Why does a person lie? To keep their distance. Let me give you an example: It looks like something is bothering you? No, nothing is bothering me. That person just lied to keep their distance from the other person. 
E. The attitude that we should have contains holiness and righteousness. I no longer need to push people away from me. I no longer have a problem being open with people because I have been forgiven by the One who matters the most- Jesus. I don’t have a problem confessing my faults to you in the hope that you might pray for me. Holiness is attractive; it draws people to you. Jesus’ holiness during His earthly ministry attracted large crowds to Him. 

F. Why? So you can share God’s plan for them so that they will not be on the wrong side of the gate or the wrong side of the wall as we talked about last week. People who live holy lives don’t need to go out looking for opportunities to leave a little holiness; they will find you. 
2. In the presence of God, there is no need for my life to be out of control.
1 Peter 1:13-16 (NIV) 
13 Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. 
14 As obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. 
15 But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; 
16 for it is written: "Be holy, because I am holy." 

A. I believe there is a big problem in a Christian’s life if he or she is out of control. One of things that happens to a person when God’s presence comes upon them is that there life takes on a sense of order or control. Remember, one of the Fruits of the Spirit is self control.
B. Prior to knowing Christ, I have to admit that my life was out of control. I did whatever pleased Dave. I got whatever I think I wanted to get. As I look back at that time I thought I was just being free doing whatever I wanted  but I was actually in bondage to my out of control state. Searching for pleasure and trying to fulfill my desires were running me ragged.
C.  Being in control is attractive. There’s something special about someone that can remain in control despite having things happen to them that could easily turn their life upside down and quickly out of control.
D. And that control the world is looking for and it makes us attractive to them and thereby gives us opportunity to share our holiness with them.

E. I hope today that your life is not out of control. I hope that you have not fallen victim to things that can turn your life upside down but instead rely on the presence of God to keep your life in control. It is through being in control that you point others to Jesus.

3. In the presence of God, there is no need to be hard hearted.
Ephesians 4:17-18 (NIV) 
17 So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their thinking. 
18 They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. 

A. You know the sounds of a person who has a hard heart.  “That’s their problem.”  “That’s not my problem.” 
B. Well, when we come to know Jesus our heart changes from a hard heart to a sensitive heart. I am really moved by the problems of others. When someone in our church family hurts, I hurt. We really start to experience compassion for others.

C. In psychology they teach us all types of approaches to deal with people’s problems.  But the thing time after time that works best is when that patient comes to the realization that you really care about their situation.

D. A sensitive heart makes us attractive to the world and it allows us the opportunity to share our holiness with them.

4. In the presence of God, there is no need to carry that load any longer.
Matthew 11:28-30 (NIV) 
28 "Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." 
A. We all have baggage from our past. Things that we carry around with us all of our lives. It could be things we did that we know that we should not have done. It might be regrets for something that I didn’t do that I should have done. 

B. Well when God’s presence comes into my heart, He carries those loads for me. Do I forget the things of the past? No, but I am not carrying them any longer, God is so it makes my load bearable.

C. And carrying a light load is attractive. People want to know how you let go of your load and it gives you an opportunity to share your holiness with them.

The Conclusion

God has challenged this church to 90 days of Holy Living. He told us last week that holiness will turn this community upside down and it will keep someone from spending eternity in the wrong place.

Today, God tells us that He does all the work to make your holiness attractive to the world.  He is the one that gets rid of your bad attitude; He is the one who puts your life under control; He is the one that removes your hard heart and replaces it with a heart of compassion; and He is the one that picks up your load and carries it. Why? So you can leave your holiness on someone else’s life.

Today, some of us don’t look attractive. Despite God’s presence in your heart, you have chosen to live like the world and it is very unbecoming as a Christian. So, today, I am going to challenge some of you to recommit your life to the Lord.    

Let us pray!
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