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Looking for God’s Will
A. Introduction

A significant percentage of our waking life appears to be spent looking for things. When we are young our looking consisted of someone hiding and our seeking them out. As we grew older our looking becomes a little more complex. We look for the car or truck that we envision is just the perfect one for us to drive. We look for that mate that is the one that I can see myself growing old with. We look as a family for that home that we feel was made just for us. We look for the job that we believe will bring enjoyment and give us a sense of fulfillment.

And what about the time we spend just looking for the ordinary things that we cannot find: our car keys, the dog that roamed away from the house, the matching sock that you knew went into the dryer but didn’t come out and the grocery item that we can’t find on the grocery shelf. 
We are use to looking. We have experience from a young child playing hiding and seek to the oldest adult who doesn’t remember where they put down the phone the last time they used it. 

So it should not come as a big surprise to us that we should have to look for God’s will in our life. And today our passage of Scripture will reveal some hints as to how to look for God’s will.

B.  Body
1 Samuel 8:1-22 (NIV) 
1 When Samuel grew old, he appointed his sons as judges for Israel. 
2 The name of his firstborn was Joel and the name of his second was Abijah, and they served at Beersheba. 
3 But his sons did not walk in his ways. They turned aside after dishonest gain and accepted bribes and perverted justice. 
4 So all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah. 
5 They said to him, "You are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have." 
6 But when they said, "Give us a king to lead us," this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the LORD. 
7 And the LORD told him: "Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. 
8 As they have done from the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are doing to you. 
9 Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign over them will do." 
10 Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking him for a king. 
11 He said, "This is what the king who will reign over you will do: He will take your sons and make them serve with his chariots and horses, and they will run in front of his chariots. 
12 Some he will assign to be commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and others to plow his ground and reap his harvest, and still others to make weapons of war and equipment for his chariots. 
13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 
14 He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive groves and give them to his attendants. 
15 He will take a tenth of your grain and of your vintage and give it to his officials and attendants. 
16 Your menservants and maidservants and the best of your cattle and donkeys he will take for his own use. 
17 He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will become his slaves. 
18 When that day comes, you will cry out for relief from the king you have chosen, and the LORD will not answer you in that day." 
19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel. "No!" they said. "We want a king over us. 
20 Then we will be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us and fight our battles." 
21 When Samuel heard all that the people said, he repeated it before the LORD. 
22 The LORD answered, "Listen to them and give them a king." Then Samuel said to the men of Israel, "Everyone go back to his town." 
a. When I am looking for God’s will for my life, I better check my motive because if my motive is wrong then any decision based upon that motive will be wrong. 
i. The elders of Israel got together and made a decision. And it appears that it was a unanimous decision and they come to tell Samuel about it. They no longer wanted judges; they wanted to be like the other nations- they wanted a king. The leaders wanted a king-100% agreement they want a king- and so, the natural conclusion would be: “it must be the will of God.”  No, look at Samuel’s response- it displeased him. He knew it was not the will of God. Look at God’s response- they have rejected me as their king. The response from God does not sound like its God’s will. It was a popular response but it was not God’s will and Samuel knew it.
1. Practical Application: A consensus does not make it the will of God. 
a. The church votes to do something and we get 100% agreement to do it. Does it mean that it is going to be the will of God? No, we better check our motives. Why are we doing it?
b. A husband and wife are in agreement that they need to sell their present house they are in now and move into their dream home. Both agree that it is the right thing to do. Until they check their motives we don’t know if it is the right thing to do.
c. You cannot say because it is the popular choice, it is the majority choice, that it is God’s will until our motives have been checked.
2. Practical Application: Just because something might seem logical does not mean it is the will of God.
a. The elders present their logical reasoning as to why they need a king. You have two sons Samuel and they are judges but they are wicked men. There are a whole lot of bad things that we can tell you about judges but take our neighbors they have kings we don’t hear anything bad about them and besides they will lead us into battle. 
b. Sounds logically but that does not make it God’s will. Abraham and Sarah logically concluded that since Sarah was barren if we are to have a child it must be through the servant Hagar. It sounded logical but it was wrong.
c. Don’t just assume because it makes sense to you that it must be the will of God. 
New International Version - Isaiah 55:9

9 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

3. Practical Application: Just because something is Biblical does not make it God’s will for you because it might not be in God’s timing.
Deuteronomy 17:14-20 (NIV) 
14 When you enter the land the LORD your God is giving you and have taken possession of it and settled in it, and you say, "Let us set a king over us like all the nations around us," 
15 be sure to appoint over you the king the LORD your God chooses. He must be from among your own brothers. Do not place a foreigner over you, one who is not a brother Israelite. 
16 The king, moreover, must not acquire great numbers of horses for himself or make the people return to Egypt to get more of them, for the LORD has told you, "You are not to go back that way again." 
17 He must not take many wives, or his heart will be led astray. He must not accumulate large amounts of silver and gold. 
18 When he takes the throne of his kingdom, he is to write for himself on a scroll a copy of this law, taken from that of the priests, who are Levites. 
19 It is to be with him, and he is to read it all the days of his life so that he may learn to revere the LORD his God and follow carefully all the words of this law and these decrees 
20 and not consider himself better than his brothers and turn from the law to the right or to the left. Then he and his descendants will reign a long time over his kingdom in Israel. 

a. They looked in the Book and they found that God had said that one day you will ask for a king to rule over you. So it must be God’s will for us.
b. That is not exactly what God said: when the day comes the king should first be a Godly king and secondly a warrior.
c. The elders- they were looking for a military king. One who will lead us in the battle!  
d. It was in the Bible but their motive was wrong so their plan was wrong.
e. Looking quickly you pay a high cost to do something with the wrong motive. 11 He said, "This is what the king who will reign over you will do: He will take your sons and make them serve with his chariots and horses, and they will run in front of his chariots. 
12 Some he will assign to be commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and others to plow his ground and reap his harvest, and still others to make weapons of war and equipment for his chariots. 
13 He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 
14 He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and olive groves and give them to his attendants. 
15 He will take a tenth of your grain and of your vintage and give it to his officials and attendants. 
16 Your menservants and maidservants and the best of your cattle and donkeys he will take for his own use. 
17 He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves will become his slaves.” 

2. If we want something outside of the will of God, He will sometimes give it to us to show us that we wanted the wrong thing or it was the wrong time to ask for it. So don’t assume if your prayer is answered, it is God’s will for your life.  
1 Samuel 9:1-2 (NIV) 
1 There was a Benjamite, a man of standing, whose name was Kish son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Becorath, the son of Aphiah of Benjamin. 
2 He had a son named Saul, an impressive young man without equal among the Israelites--a head taller than any of the others. 

1 Samuel 9:17 (NIV) 
17 When Samuel caught sight of Saul, the LORD said to him, "This is the man I spoke to you about; he will govern my people." 

a. Ok, the people of Israel wanted a king even after God warned them of the consequences of getting a king. They prayed to God through Samuel: “gives us a king.”
b. There was a man name Saul who came from an outstanding family- a family of substance in Israel and look at his qualifications to be the first king of Israel- he is at least a head taller than anyone else in Israel.  Now think about it- does your being a head taller make you qualified to be a king? (Just because Shaq is tall I would not want him to be my president.) No, God certainly knows that but God tells Samuel, he is the one.
c. Look at how the people respond.                                                  1 Samuel 10:23-24 (NIV) 
23 They ran and brought him out, and as he stood among the people he was a head taller than any of the others. 
24 Samuel said to all the people, "Do you see the man the LORD has chosen? There is no one like him among all the people." Then the people shouted, "Long live the king!" 

d. We judge our prayer by our answers and we falsely assume that an answered prayer is always God’s will but that is not always a true indication of God’s will. If you know your Bible there was never to be a Benjamite that was to sit on the throne of Israel but Saul was a Benjamite. God’s will was the kings of Israel will come from the tribe of Judah. They wanted a king before God was ready to give them a king so they got the wrong king.
e. So when I am seeking the Lord’s will, I need to ask God if this is the right time for me to make this request or should I just wait longer or not even ask at all. Isn’t that the exact problem that Abraham and Sarah had? They wanted a baby before God was ready to give them one and they quickly discovered that answered prayer was not always God’s will for them.

f. I wonder today if in your impatience you received something from God that was not his perfect will for your life. If you are seeking God’s will you got to answer the question: “is this the right time to be asking for this?” 
g. So, I better know if my motives were right; and now we discover that we better know if the timing is right.

3. If later on I discover what I have prayed for is not the will of God, I must repent of my sin and trust God to work out the situation to my good.
1 Samuel 12:5-25 (NIV) 
5 Samuel said to them, "The LORD is witness against you, and also his anointed is witness this day, that you have not found anything in my hand." "He is witness," they said. 
6 Then Samuel said to the people, "It is the LORD who appointed Moses and Aaron and brought your forefathers up out of Egypt. 
7 Now then, stand here, because I am going to confront you with evidence before the LORD as to all the righteous acts performed by the LORD for you and your fathers. 
8 "After Jacob entered Egypt, they cried to the LORD for help, and the LORD sent Moses and Aaron, who brought your forefathers out of Egypt and settled them in this place. 
9 "But they forgot the LORD their God; so he sold them into the hand of Sisera, the commander of the army of Hazor, and into the hands of the Philistines and the king of Moab, who fought against them. 
10 They cried out to the LORD and said, 'We have sinned; we have forsaken the LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtoreths. But now deliver us from the hands of our enemies, and we will serve you.' 
11 Then the LORD sent Jerub-Baal, Barak, Jephthah and Samuel, and he delivered you from the hands of your enemies on every side, so that you lived securely. 
12 "But when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites was moving against you, you said to me, 'No, we want a king to rule over us'--even though the LORD your God was your king. 
13 Now here is the king you have chosen, the one you asked for; see, the LORD has set a king over you. 
14 If you fear the LORD and serve and obey him and do not rebel against his commands, and if both you and the king who reigns over you follow the LORD your God--good! 
15 But if you do not obey the LORD, and if you rebel against his commands, his hand will be against you, as it was against your fathers. 
16 "Now then, stand still and see this great thing the LORD is about to do before your eyes! 
17 Is it not wheat harvest now? I will call upon the LORD to send thunder and rain. And you will realize what an evil thing you did in the eyes of the LORD when you asked for a king." 
18 Then Samuel called upon the LORD, and that same day the LORD sent thunder and rain. So all the people stood in awe of the LORD and of Samuel. 
19 The people all said to Samuel, "Pray to the LORD your God for your servants so that we will not die, for we have added to all our other sins the evil of asking for a king." 
20 "Do not be afraid," Samuel replied. "You have done all this evil; yet do not turn away from the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart. 
21 Do not turn away after useless idols. They can do you no good, nor can they rescue you, because they are useless. 
22 For the sake of his great name the LORD will not reject his people, because the LORD was pleased to make you his own. 
23 As for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by failing to pray for you. And I will teach you the way that is good and right. 
24 But be sure to fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your heart; consider what great things he has done for you. 
25 Yet if you persist in doing evil, both you and your king will be swept away." 

A. Samuel tells the people that they have done wrong by asking God for a king. And then he tells them that I will prove to you that I was telling you the truth.  It is harvest time;  it is not the time for rains but I am going to ask God to send thunder and lightning and the rains  to prove what was popular, logical and had some Biblical bases was indeed not the will of God for your life.  
B. The lightning and the rains come and the people repent of their sin asking for a king. Was it a sin? Yes, because they had a wrong motive. They didn’t trust God to fight their battle so they wanted a king who would fight their battles. God knew their heart.
C. And then Samuel tells the people something interesting. Do not be afraid. In other words, God is not going to leave you hanging because you made the wrong decision. Go ahead and repent; from this point forward do the right thing and God will fix this problem.
D. Today, you may have discovered what you were praying for and received from God was not his perfect will for your life. You had some secret motives for asking for what you did.  But God gave it to you and now it seems all wrong. You need to repent, and trust God that He will turn your situation around.

E. It could have been that new car you purchased not because you needed it but out of pride you wanted it and now you struggle with making the payments. You prayed; you got it but it did not mean it was God’s will.

F. It could be that change of churches you are thinking about because someone has hurt your feeling and you now don’t feel like going back their again.  You prayed; you moved but it was not the will of God because you were not learning anything about forgiveness.

G. The truth is many times we do things or receive things that are not God’s perfect will for our life because we have asked with wrong motives or it not the right time but we nag anyway. Somebody today, may find themselves in that exact situation.  You are to examine your heart- what was the real motive- and if it was wrong you need to repent of your sin.   

Let us Pray!
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