Ignite Part 4


The Introduction

Some people have no commitment to their Christian faith. Some people have no commitment to this church. Some people have no commitment to their marriage. Some people have no commitment to the company they work for. And where there is no commitment, there is no fire. Commitment creates fire within a person’s heart.
So tonight we look at the fourth thing that creates fire within a person’s heart- commitment.  Let’s look at a Biblical example of commitment. Turn with me in your Bibles to:

Philippians 3:12-17 (NIV) 
12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 
13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 
14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 
15 All of us who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. 
16 Only let us live up to what we have already attained. 
17 Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you. 


I hear in Paul’s words a sense of commitment to the person of Jesus Christ. But I also sense Paul has a fire in his belly because of that commitment. The truth is that commitment brings fire. So how do I get to that place in my own life?
The Discussion


1. Commitment demands that I do what it takes to get what I have committed to accomplished.

Philippians 3:12 (NIV) 
12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 

A. Paul says I have committed to whatever it takes to become more like Jesus.  I have signed up for this program and I am not backing off; I am going to press on.

B. I believe that commitment is the difference between a great athletic and an average athletic. The ones who excels is the one who is committed to logging in the time practicing and working at improving their skills. 

C. I believe that commitment is the difference between a great marriage and a marriage that has ended in divorce.

D. We talk about commitment but until I have done everything I can to keep my commitments, it is just talk. There has to be action on my part to keep my commitment. Paul had action; and I need to have action.
E. What are you committed to right this second?  Then my question to you is: “Where is your action?”

2. Commitment demands that the leader leads by example if he wants others to buy into the thing that he is committed to. 
Philippians 3:17 (NIV) 
17 Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of those who live according to the pattern we gave you.
A.  Paul says I press on; I strain to be Christ like. And now I want you to do the same thing that I do.

B. In the marriage who is the leader and head of the house? The husband! His responsibility is to love his wife like Christ loves the church. If he does not buy into that commitment what happens to the others in that house. They don’t buy into what their commitment to the family should be. You find a husband who is committed to that wife and more often than not you will find a family that is operating properly.

C. This tells me that commitment is caught not taught. I can not teach you how to be committed but rather I have to show you by modeling commitment and pray that you catch it.


3. Too many people give themselves loopholes out of their commitments by not being specific as to what their commitment requires.
Philippians 3:13 (NIV) 
13 Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 

A. Paul was very specific in what he needed to do. He had to quit dragging up the past. He knew he could never go forward by keep dragging up the past.  So he was very specific in what he knew he needed to do.  
B. Jesus when He came to earth He knew exactly what he needed to do to save mankind from their sin. There was nothing ambiguous about what Jesus had to commit to. It was very specific.  

C. I say to myself that I am going to be the best husband that I am going to be. The commitment is too general. How do I get there?  Because there is nothing specific to do, I will just over time abandon my commitment.
D. Churches a lot of times fail to get their members to commit because they are too vague in what they want them to do. 


4. Commitments demand accountability to be successful.
Philippians 3:16 (NIV) 
16 Only let us live up to what we have already attained. 
A. Paul didn’t do what he did without accountability. All the people he wrote to and all the people who would read this letter would become his accountability partner.

B. If I start a diet today and I tell every one of you to tell my wife if you see me in any fast food line I have just made myself accountable and I have a better chance of success. If I don’t make myself accountable I am more likely to sneak a whopper.
C. I wonder today if you have an accountability partner.

The Conclusion

We need to ask God right now what commitments He wants you to make.
Dr. Dave Hartson
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